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MONDAY, JULY 20
11am to 2 pm
Plaza @ 501

501 South Florissant Road
Andrew’s Bayou Ribs, Russo’s
Trucktoria, Destination Desserts,

& more!

Ferguson Farmers’
Market

CELEBRATING OUR 12TH YEAR!

Saturday, July 4: No Market.

Saturday, July 11: F.F.M. Annual Pie Cook-off   
Honey & Sweeties 
Northern Art’s Council–crafts for kids 9:00-11:00 
Ferguson Public Library–children’s activities 8:00-11:30
Yoga 9:30-10:30
Band: Miss Crystal's Pretty Good String Band 9:00-11:00

Saturday, July 18: Dr. Dan the Pancake Man 9:00-11:00 
Northern Art’s Council–crafts for kids 9:00-11:00
Ferguson Public Library–children’s activities 8:00-11:30
Kid’s Cooking Event 9:00-11:00
Yoga 9:30-10:30   
Band: Peaceful Fools, 9:00-11:00

Saturday, July 25: Joie's Kitchen's Children's Desert Day 10:00-11:30   
Northern Art’s Council–crafts for kids 9:00-11:00 
Ferguson Public Library–children’s activities 8:00-11:30
Yoga, 9:30-10:30
Band: Tom Irwin 9:00-11:00

Come Visit Us Saturdays, Now thru October 8am - Noon
20 S. Florissant, at the Victorian Plaza (just south of the train trestle)

Check our our website, FergusonFarmersMarket.com 
“LIKE” us on facebook

Food Truck 
Monday on the

Walk

For all participating trucks go to:
www.fergusoncitywalk.com

4th of July
Schedule
Hometown Heroes
Our 40th Annual Full Day of Fun on 
Independence Day!

10 am             Parade Starts (at Paul & So. Florissant Rd.) north 
to January-Wabash Memorial Park, (501 No. Florissant)
Noon–Close   Food, Beverage and Game Booths Open at Park
Noon              Opening Ceremony at Park

BANDSHELL AREA
2 to 5 pm        Miss Jubilee and the Humdingers (Vintage Jazz/Swing)
5 to 6 pm        St. Louis Karaoke
6 to 9 pm        Street Beat (Blues/Rock)

CHILDREN’S AREA
Noon to 7 pm Free Show-Me Safari Exotic Animal Petting Zoo
1 pm               Show Me Safari Racing Pigs
1 to 5 pm        Facepainting with Sparkle
1 to 6 pm        Roaming Enchanted Events Characters...Meet Elsa, 
                      Anna, Cinderella, Belle, Captain America...
                      just to name a few
1 to 7 pm        The Lego Experience – Build Your Own
1 pm               Oh My Gosh Josh Show! (Magic, Juggling & More)
1:30 to 2:30 pm Hula Hoop Playshop with St. Louis Hoop Club
2 to 6 pm        Sister Twister Balloon Artist
2:30                Oh My Gosh Josh Show! (Magic, Juggling & More)
3 pm               Show Me Safari Racing Pigs
3 pm               “It’s a Gas” with Nitro Joe
4 pm               Magic with Steve Corbett
4 to 7 pm        Slime Making with Nitro Joe 
4:30 to 5 pm   Oh My Gosh Josh Show! (Magic, Juggling & More)
5 pm               Show Me Safari Racing Pigs
6 pm               More Magic with Steve Corbett
7 pm               Show Me Safari Racing Pigs
7:30 pm          Fire Performer (Breathes, Eats and Juggles Fire)

FIREWORKS
9:15 pm          Fireworks Spectacular at January-Wabash Park

Please…no dogs or pets, no bicycles or skateboards, 
no moving picnic tables, no BBQ’s or tents, no fireworks.

For further details, please call Nancy at the Ferguson Recreation Office,
314.521.4661.  

Friday, July 10th
Fanfare – Variety
music featuring
Kittie Moller

Friday, July 24th
Righteous Mind
Project
Rythum & Blues

See details
on page 6.

BREAK
ING NE

WS

Electrical Fire Damagers Brew-

house Kitchen   (see page 17)

Tiny Ferguson Library Voted

Best Municipal Library in Country 

(see page 23)
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The summer months are now in full gear.  Many of us
have taken the time to enjoy the festivities including

Food Truck Monday, the Famer’s Market, and the summer 
concert series. 

Have you had a chance to stop by the Plaza on the third Monday yet for
lunch?  The next food truck Monday will be July, 20 2015.  With plenty
of trucks to choose from and ample seating for lunch, the third Monday
from April to October is the way to go. 

The Farmer’s Market is in full swing.  A special thanks to all those who
continue to support the market week after week, and year after year. If
you haven’t had the chance to stop by on Saturday morning, we’d love
to see you there.  The Farmer’s Market is committed to working with
local vendors to bring you fresh home grown foods. 

We hope that you have been enjoying the concert series thus far.
Judging from the turnout at each concert, we are most certain that
many residents and visitors to our City have chosen to make our sum-
mer concert series a fun-filled family event.  On behalf of the FSBD, we
would like to thank you for your continued support and we look forward
to your comments and suggestions about the incredible performances. 

We are now in the planning stages of our annual Streetfest.  If you are
interested in volunteering we would love to have you.  We all know the
rewards that come from the satisfaction of volunteering.  Whether it’s
making phone calls, running errands, or setting up equipment, your
help is much needed and appreciated.  If you are eager to be a part of
the Streetfest team, please send an email with to
troper@fergusoncity.com. 

The FSBD would like to thank the Ferguson businesses who attended
our quarterly meeting on June 16, 2015.  We were very pleased with
the many new faces in attendance, and of course, our constant staple
of individuals who attend each breakfast.  It is our goal to continue to
provide you with information and communication essential and vital to
your businesses.  Be on the lookout for upcoming information on our
next quarterly breakfast scheduled for the fall of 2015.

(This section reserved for the General Membership Businesses
of the FSBD.)

Every third Thursday of the month is our board meeting.  We meet at
5:30 p.m. in the offices of Pearce Neikirk located at 427 S. Florissant
Rd.  Our next meeting is July 16, 2015.  All businesses located in the
Ferguson Special Business District are invited and welcomed.  We
would like to see you at our meetings.  If there is anything that you
would want to share with your fellow district businesses, let us know,
we’d be happy to help you get the word out.

Until next month, keep walking.     

The Ferguson Times may be reached . . .
by phone: 314-524-1958
or by mail: Dorothy Seiter,16 Sandringham, Ferguson, MO, 63135
or by email: cider@att.net
Copy or ads for the paper must be received by the 15th of the month for

insertion in the following month's paper.

The Plumber’s Crack
By Oh Baby bigohbaby@sbcglobal.net

If you live in an older
home and you want

to help
“Maintain Yesterday

for Tomorrow”

Call Bob
524-1264

EFFECTS 
CONTRACTING llc

Page 2

See Bob on Job 
column on Page 17

Premier
Plumbing

Solutions
Say “I Love Ferguson”
When presented your 
bill and receive............$10 OFF
Dave Walters (Oh Baby)
Master Plumber / Drain Layer / Licensed / Bonded
• No Service Charge • Free Estimates 
• 10% Senior Discount (Maximum of $50)
• Compare our Price on Water Heaters

P8563, D8563

524-0222

Greetings from CityWalk

Hot Summer Days,
fire flies popping out at
dusk, small explosions
everywhere, parades,
celebrations, BBQ
grills smoking every-
where – it's got to be
July and time for an-
other riveting addition
of the Plumbers
Crack. 

OK readers of the
crack, we are going to go over a
few of those summertime tips that I
haven't done for a couple of years.
June was very wet which usually
means we are heading for a
drought. 

For those of you that use your hose
with chemical dispensers for such
things as fertilizers, soap dis-
pensers, etc., this one is for you.
Many dangers lie within that hose.
It can be as deadly as a poisonous
snake. How is that you ask? Well
Oh Baby's gonna clue you in. 

Let's say you have a yard like Oh
Baby's back yard it's terraced and
landscaped. I hook up the old hose
to the fertilizer, my phone rings. I
lay the hose down, go answer the
phone and it's the neighbor up the
street telling there is water shooting
up the middle of the street. I explain
it's a water main break and you will
probably lose your water while it's
being repaired. It dawns on me I left
the hose with chemical feeder on it
laying on the terrace. I run back to
find it's all being siphoned back into
my water system and into the water
main. Bam! now somebody can get
sick or die. I just witnessed this first
hand last month. Not the getting
sick and causing death, but the
water main break and the back
siphonage. 

I was walking thru my house and
heard a sucking gurgling sound. I
went in the bathroom and my tank

on toilet was emptying
out. I went to the front
door and sure enough
there was a water
main break. That little
tube that fills your
bowl back up was
shoved down the
overflow too far and
started siphoning out.
This same thing could
have happened with
my hose if I was filling

a pool, a fountain, or just laying in
the garden watering flowers. 

The bad part about it, the Water
Company does not always notify
people to boil water for a couple of
days. Remember if there is a main
break whether or not the Water com-
pany notifies you should boil your
water for a couple of days. For you
long time readers, you know what's
coming next. How can we protect
our water system from such a trav-
esty. Well BigOh Baby gonna tell ya.
You can run down to that local hard-
ware store and tell Kim or Dee that
you want anti siphon device and
they will hook you up .

It's time for Oh Baby's word of the
month. Ready, are you sitting down.
OK here it is. It's a Vacuum Breaker.
A device you can screw on to your
hose faucet which opens up when
siphonage occurs and let's water on
the ground. 

OK people, it's time for public serv-
ice announcement – 4th July pa-
rade – be there or be square.
Afterwards head to the park and join
your neighbors for food fun and
music. It's what has united this city
forever. Special thanks to the 4th of
July committee for doing this; we
could always use more members;
come join us. Don't forget our award
winning Farmers Market every Sat-
urday. Most of all hug dem babies,
check on your neighbors and God
Bless.

Shop Ferguson,
Jennings, Dellwood First!

Keep Your Sales Tax In
Your Community.

Maureen Zeugin
Financial Advisor
409 S. Florissant, Suite 101
Ferguson, MO 63135
314-524-6333
www.edwardjones.com 
Member SIPC

Declare your financial
independence.

Call today.
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Gail Babcock Chosen As
Ferguson 4th of July
Citizen of the Year

Gail Babcock has generously and
unselfishly volunteered her time,
energy and personal resources to
make Ferguson a better place to
live and work. 

When her daughter, Meghan, died
of a drug overdose at age 23, Gail
began to search for a way to help
local youth who were beginning to
choose the wrong lifestyle. Some of
the youth who had broken minor
laws had no means to pay their
fines, so they avoided going to
court and ended up having warrants
issued for their arrests. Gail tried to
find a creative way to help them learn from their mistakes, and to turn their
lives around before they got into real trouble. She sought out resources that
might work with her to develop an alternative to going to jail.

The result of her hard work and dedication was the start of the Ferguson
Community Service Program, in partnership with the Ferguson Youth Initia-
tive, Adolescent Resource Center, and Provident Counseling. Together,
these resources make a big difference. They were in full swing by February
of last year when a few teens were involved in the program. Several more
joined the program at each court date. Gail strives to build a relationship
with the teens so that her charges have a more positive outlook on, and feel
good about their future.  Her efforts have been successful. Several of the
youth have now become mentors to the new teens in the program.

As if all of Gail’s efforts for helping young teens were not enough, she was
recently rewarded with the opening of the Boys and Girls Club in Ferguson.
She was very instrumental in bringing that organization to our community.
The organization offers classes, sports, mentoring and tutoring services to
children ages 6 to 18. This latest and sixth location of Boys and Girls Club is
located at Ferguson Middle School. 

Gail’s work in the Ferguson Community Service program earned her a nomi-
nation for  the “Pay It Forward Award 2015.”  

She was selected to attend
the UMSL Neighborhood
Leadership Academy class
in 2014.  Each attendee of
this academy designs a proj-
ect they want to see to
fruition.  Gail chose to lead
the Ferguson Youth Initiative
group to create “Project
Mural,” a collaborative art
project connecting teens in
Ferguson and surrounding
communities. The project
created a mural of eight pan-
els to spell out ‘One Love’
and featured a heart on the
eighth panel.  The panels
were displayed throughout
Ferguson, and participating
teens worked together to en-
courage residents and visi-
tors to visit the sites of all the
panels.  Her project was rec-
ognized in the Alumni News
of NLA.

Gail has lived in Ferguson for 17 years, has two children, loves to garden
and is an avid reader. She likes sitting on her back patio and reading a good
book while enjoying her beautiful garden. But, she especially enjoys spend-
ing time with her twin grandsons.

Scott Negwer to be Grand Marshall
of the Ferguson 4th of July Parade

Scott Negwer, family business owner of Negwer Materials, is the 2015 Fer-
guson 4th of July Parade Marshall.  Scott was chosen for this honor be-
cause of his continual commitment to Ferguson. His company has
sponsored many events in Ferguson, including, but not limited to, the recent
very successful 5K/10K Twilight Run Walk. For many years, his trucks and
drivers have participated in the 4th of July Festival parade. “All we had to do
was ask,” said one of the many participants.
In 1924, Negwer Materials began as a Ferguson business when Scott’s
grandfather opened the doors on Florissant Road by the police station. His
grandfather started delivering milk, then expanded to selling and delivering
feed, seed, coal, sand, and gravel. After Scott’s father, Bob, took over the
company, it began to expand and now sells drywall, doors, trusses, wood,
and other building supplies.

Scott worked at the family business as
long as he can remember. After college,
Scott shifted to inside sales.  When his
father semi-retired, Scott took over the
business as President.

Scott is 58 years old married to his wife,
Jennifer, for 32 years. Scott and Jennifer
have three children; Michelle, Linsey, and
Kurt.  Kurt, who is the youngest of the
children, continues the family tradition by
working for the company. 

In 1986, after major expansion, Negwer
Materials has grown and today has 9
distribution centers across the Midwest.
Ferguson is still the main headquarters
and Scott said he plans on staying here
and has no plans to retire.  He enjoyed
growing up in Ferguson and still consid-
ers it his hometown.

Scott, his wife Jennifer, his father Bob, and mother, Esther, have been
tremendous supporters of the city of Ferguson and it’s people for decades.
Congratulations Scott Negwer for being chosen 2015 Ferguson 4th of July
Parade Marshall.

Gail and Councilman, Dwayne James,
share an award at the Ferguson Youth 

Initiative Banquet.

Dr. Chris Hummel, D.C.
11638 West Florissant

Florissant, MO
(North of I-270))

314.838.8780
Mon, Wed, Fri:  7 am- 6 pm

Tuesday: 3 pm – 6 pm
Thursday: 7 am – 11 am

Sat: By Appointment Only

FREE Consultation
and Examination

With this coupon
• Auto Accident • Neck Pain
• X-Ray Services • Back Pain

Multiple Therapies Available, 
one tailored to fit your needs.

Coupon expires 7-31-15 www.hummelchiropractic.com
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We can’t have a community, without “unity”

By Mayor James W. Knowles III

“Society is unity in diversity”
― George Herbert Mead, 1863-1931 - American
Philosopher, Sociologist, Psychologist 

This month we celebrate nearly 240 years since
our Declaration of Independence from the British Empire.  We generally
consider July 4th as the day that our nation was born.  It is the day we
all come together from difference states and many different back-
grounds, to unite under one flag and celebrate the common cause of
unity and liberty.  For all the fanfare and unity of July 4th, the truth is on
July 4th 1776, the citizens of the 13 colonies were not completely
united.

Sure, the Declaration of Independence proclaims that the document
was in fact “The Unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States of
America.”  That sounds pretty clear that everyone was on board with
severing ties with Great Britain.  But the truth is that a number of dele-
gates to the Continental Congress were not supportive of a declaration
of complete independence.  In fact government assemblies in several
colonies fought back and forth regarding how they instructed their 
representatives to vote on such a declaration, causing it to be delayed
until July.

Even after the Declaration was signed, some historians estimate as
many as 20% of the men, women and children living in the colonies at
the time remained loyal to the British Crown.  Many of these colonists
actively opposed the colonial governments and the move toward inde-
pendence; some even supplied British troops and fought alongside the
British forces during the Revolutionary War.  

As the Revolutionary War progressed, with Patriot forces driving British
from cities, it was not uncommon for some overzealous troops and their
commanders to punish Loyalists by taking their land and even hanging
them as a warning to others.  This practice was condemned by our
early government and leaders like Gen. Washington, but it does show
the severity of the divide between neighbors during this conflict.

After the surrender of British Forces at Yorktown and later the Treaty of
Paris, the stinging divide between the Patriots and former Loyalists to
the British Crown remained.  The treatment of the dissenters who sup-
ported the Crown was unfortunately harsh and contrary to the very prin-
ciples that Patriots fought and died to protect.  Many Loyalists felt the
need to flee to Canada and Nova Scotia, some fled to other parts of the
British Empire that remained in the New World.  While many did flee
the persecution that lingered after the war, most stayed and assimilated
into this newly formed nation.  

Patriots and Loyalists, even at the height of their dispute, still had a
great deal of common ground to work with.  Security, stability, eco-
nomic opportunity, and the future of their families were all issues that
men and women on both sides could agree on, and eventually citizens
descending from both groups grew united on those many common 
issues.

Over the past two centuries, these United States have been deeply 
divided on a number of issues, but with one exception, we’ve found a
way to remain united around a common set of principles.  Today as our
country, and our community continues to debate a number of issues
that illustrate a diversity of thought and opinion, we should be reminded
that our country has never universally agreed.  It’s not the nature of 
society, and certainly not the nature of man.  

But in order to support civil society and community, we must find a way
to unite in that diversity, and embrace it.  If we are going to discuss
those difficult issues, it cannot be done in a manner that silences or
criticizes dissent.  That will only breed animosity.  Those who wish to
punish dissenters or drive away those who don’t conform to a certain
opinion are destructive to the basic tenants of having a community.  
Dialogue and discourse does not always end in complete agreement, it
rarely does.  But it can, and should create understanding, and hopefully
identify common ground that we can all unify around. 

While we celebrate the many great deeds of our fore bearers this July
4th, and as we unify around the symbol of this great nation; we should
work to live out the principles they fought for, while seeking to not to 
repeat some of their transgressions.

Ferguson Community News Page

Ferguson Community News Pages are published monthly and paid for by the City of Ferguson.  
City of Ferguson City Council:  James W. Knowles,III, Mayor;  Mark Byrne, Ward 1; Ella Jones, Ward 1; Dwayne James, Ward 2; Brian Fletcher, Ward 2;

Keith Kallstrom, Ward 3; Wesley Bell, Ward 3; Public Relations Intern, 314-524-5229.  
City Hall: 110 Church Street, 63135, 314-521-7721.  Website:  www.fergusoncity.com. Contact Us by Email: Information@fergusoncity.com

Ferguson Neighborhood Organizations
Dates & times subject to change. Check www.fergusoncity.com

         Group          Next Mtg.            Location                 Contact
     Forestwood Park           July 7           Emmaus Bible Chapel       Donald Stevens
Neighborhood Group           7 pm                   900 Highmont               314-561-0379                                                
         Jeske Park         Mtg as Needed     Ferg Community Ctr.      Kate Mazzacavallo
Neighborhood Assc.    Watch for signs         1050 Smith Ave     katemazza@yahoo.com                                                
       Nesbit-Newton              TBA                   Nesbit-Newton                  Paul Beins
                                                                              Park                        314-869-5080                                                
  Northwest Ferguson        July 20            First Baptist Church            Shelley Davis
                                            7 pm                333 N Florissant     leeshel57@sbcglobal.net              
   Old Ferguson East           TBA             Corner Coffee House         Glenda Rickard
  Neighborhood Assn.                                  100 N Florissant              314-364-4306
                                                                                                    glenda.rickard@mercy.net                                                
   Old Ferguson West         July 23           Corner Coffee House          Larry Robinett
          Neighbors                  7 pm                100 No Florissant       ldrobinett@gmail.com                  
      Robert-Superior              TBA                  Robert-Superior                  Irene Kidd
  Neighborhood Group                                           Park                kiddirene87@gmail.com                                                                                  
  Southwest Ferguson        July 13          Our Lady of Guadalupe          Atefa Young
  Neighborhood Group         7 pm                 17 Hawkesbury       atefayoung@yahoo.com                                                                                  
            Wabash                  July 13                   First Baptist              Shonnette Morgan
  Neighborhood Assn.          7 pm                 333 N Florissant     sdenisemor@hotmail.com

       North Hudson             July 20                         TBA                       Mary Simmons
       Neighborhood              7 pm                                            hudsonhills63135@gmail.com

          North Hills                  TBA                   Check website               Keith Kallstrom
       Neighborhood                                      or call for updates             314-524-1720                                                                                  
      North Elizabeth            July 20            Ferg Community Ctr.          Renee Benage
              Assn                      7 pm                 1050 Smith Ave       rbenage@sbcglobal.net

The Ferguson City Council will meet only
once in July.  All meetings will be held in the
City Council Chambers at 110 Church Street.

The meeting date are:

Tuesday, July 28 at 7:00 p.m.

City of Ferguson Hires
Interim Solutions LLC,  

as its Management Staffing Agency 
The Ferguson City Council has approved a contract with Interim Solutions,
LLC, a municipal government staffing agency to employ Ed Beasley as In-
terim City Manager effective Wednesday, June 10, 2015.  

Beasley has over 27 years of experience as a local government manager,
including 10 years as City Manager for Glendale, Arizona where he was re-
sponsible for managing an annual budget of about $1.1 billion and a staff
of over 2,000 full-time and temporary employees. 

"We truly understand this is a very unique situation in the City of Fergu-
son," said Mayor James Knowles III. "But our main focus and goal is to
continue to provide the highest level of customer service to our residents
and we are grateful that Interim Solutions, LLC and Ed Beasley are now a
part of the team." 

Interim Solutions LLC uses experienced executives and directors to tem-
porarily fill a vacant position until it is permanently filled. "Our Interim Exec-
utives and Directors are ethical, qualified, and experienced professionals,"
said J. Jeff Hancock, President of Interim Solutions LLC. "I am confident
that with Ed's guidance, The City of Ferguson can continue to build a
stronger community until a permanent City Manager is hired." 

The City has budgeted $130,000 for the City Manager’s salary and benefits
of 30%, or $39,000 in the annual budget for the upcoming 2015-16 fiscal
year. The contract with Interim Solutions is for a three-month term, with one
possible extension of an additional 3 three months. The total cost of the
contract including the City Manager’s salary and a stipend for housing, for
the full six-month term is $84,500, which is half of the budgeted salary and
benefits for a City Manager. 

The City of Ferguson will continue the process to hire an executive search
firm to assist with the nationwide search for a permanent City Manager.                                          



Ferguson Community News Page
Be sure to stop by the Recreation Office to register

or call us at (314) 521-4661.

COMMUNITY CENTER

Facility Rentals
Use one of the Ferguson Community Center’s Multipurpose Rooms for your
next event or gathering.  These spacious rooms are perfect for any occa-
sion. Also, newly opened is the Ferguson Event Center, a 5600 square foot
air-conditioned facility with a stage toward the front of the room, which can
accommodate up to 450 guests for your next wedding reception or family
reunion. Call up to the Ferguson Community Center for booking informa-
tion, pricing, and any additional information at (314) 521-4661.

Ferguson Flicks
The Ferguson summer movie series will again take place in 3 neighborhood
parks as well as three nights at our new Community Center.  Bring your
lawn chairs and/or blankets and take this opportunity to enjoy a beautiful
night under the stars.  Movies start at 8:45 pm and are always FREE!
Location Date Movie
Dade Park Friday, July 10 Anne
Community Center Friday, July 24 Boxtrolls

PROGRAMMING

Children’s Tumbling
This class starts off with coordination and balance exercises followed by
basic tumbling skills such as forward rolls, back bends, and cartwheels.
Gymnastic or ballet shoes, leotard and tights are highly recommended but
not required. No jeans, baggy clothing, tennis shoes, or bare feet. Ballet
shoes recommended.
Age: 3 ½-7 years old
Start Date: Mon, July 13 (8 week session); Wed, July 15 (8 week session)
Time: 6pm-6:50pm
Location: Ferguson Community Center
Fee: $34/Members; $39/Residents; $44/Non-Residents

Children’s Tap & Ballet Dance
A wonderful opportunity for a child to learn creative movement along with
simple dance steps and routines in tap and ballet. Tap and ballet shoes,
leotard and tights are highly recommended but not required. No jeans,
baggy clothing, tennis shoes, or bare feet. Ballet shoes recommended.
Age: 3 ½-7 years old
Start Date: Mon, July 13 (8 week session); Wed, July 15 (8 week session)
Time: 7pm-7:50pm
Location: Ferguson Community Center
Fee: $34/Members; $39/Residents; $44/Non-Residents

Hip Hop/ Jazz Dance
High energy class, starts with a warm-up and stretching exercises followed
by dance skills in hip hop and jazz which will be incorporated into dance
routines. Jazz shoes highly recommended but not required. Stretch pants
should be worn. No jeans or baggy clothing, tennis shoes, or bare feet.
Age: 7-15 years old
Start Date: Wed, July 15 (8 week session)
Location: Ferguson Community Center
Fee: $34/Members; $39/Residents; $44/Non-Residents

Beginning Adult Dance
Warm-up with easy Freestyle dance steps followed by basics in Waltz, Fox
Trot, Tango, Cha-Cha, Rumba, Salsa, and Swing (learning these dance
styles will enable participants to dance at any social event). Class is taught
by Diane Brown who has 30 plus years dance and choreography experi-
ence in the St. Louis area. Wear comfortable clothing and hard-soled
shoes. No tennis shoes.
Age: 18 & Up
Start Date: Mon, July 13 (8 week session)
Location: Ferguson Community Center
Fee: $40/Members; $45/Residents; $50/Non-Residents

Summer Day Camp
Join the Ferguson Recreation Staff for an action packed summer of fun and
excitement! Campers will spend most of their time at the Ferguson Commu-
nity Center where they will enjoy games, activities, crafts, and loads of fun.
They will swim twice each week at the Splash at Wabash facility. Campers
will also visit several local parks and area attractions throughout the 
summer.
Age: 6-14 years old
Time: 9am-4pm
Location: Ferguson Community Center
Fee: $70 per week/Members; $80 per week/Residents;

$90 per week/Non-Residents
Before Care:
Time: 7am-9am
Fee: $10 per week/Members; 15 per week/Residents; 

$15 per week/Non-Residents
After Care:
Time: 4pm-6pm
Fee: $10 per week/Members; 

$15 per week/Residents; 

$15 per week/Non-Residents
Before & After:
Fee: $20 per week/Members; $25 per week/Residents; 

$25 per week/Non-Residents

Wayside Park Unleashed
This park is for the dogs, accompanied by responsible owners, to play with-
out leashes. The facility offers a great opportunity for individuals to spend
quality time with their dogs and friends while enjoying the park. The park
features both small dog and large dog areas.

The park is open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily. Registration is required and
can be completed at the recreation office. Owners will need to bring up-to-
date shot records: rabies, DHPP and Bordetella.
Yearly Fee: $30 Residents; $60  Non-Residents

$5 per additional dog (three dogs per family). 

FITNESS

Aerobics
This fitness program is designed for all skill levels. High Impact will improve
your heart rate, increase energy levels, as well as improve strength and
flexibility. 
Age: 18 years & up 
Date: Mon, Aug 17; Wed, Aug 19; Fri, Aug 21

(Ongoing 6 week sessions) 
Time: Mon, Wed, & Fri 6pm-7pm 
Location: Ferguson Community Center 
Fee: $25/Members; $30/Residents; $35/Non-Residents
To Add an Additional Day:
$10/members add day; $15/residents add day
$20/non-residents add day

Zumba
Latin-inspired, dance-themed workout featuring aerobic & interval training
with a combination of fast & slow rhythms that tone & sculpt the body. Ditch
the workout and join the party!
Age: 18 years & up
Start Date: Sat, Aug 8 (Ongoing 6 week sessions)
Time: Sat 9am
Location: Ferguson Community Center
Fee: $40/Members; $45/Residents; $50/Non-Residents

AQUATICS

Cool off with us this summer at the Splash @ Wabash, Season Passes 
on Sale Now!

Splash Phone (314) 521-1313
Open Daily May 23 through August 9

Parties
Private Parties- Call the Ferguson Recreation Office to find out more about
your next private party at The Splash at Wabash, perfect for any occasion!
Available daily after normal operation hours, two hour minimum required. 
314-521-4661
Birthday Parties- Make your next birthday a Splash! Party Package in-
cludes admission, party room use for 5 hours, cupcakes, utensils, and
drinks.  Maximum of 25 people (adults, kids, swimmers, & non swimmers
included). Available Wednesdays, Fridays, or Saturdays only.  Two week
advanced registration required. Call for more details.
Open Swim
Mon, Thurs, and Sun  (1:15 - 6:00 p.m.) – Tues and Sat  (1:15 - 7:00 p.m.)
Wed and Fri (1:15 - 8:00 p.m.)
Family Memberships
Community Center Member Only $99!
Resident $135; Non Resident $210
Individuals Memberships:
Community Center Member Only $50!
Resident $65: Non Resident $125
Non Club Membership:
Individual - $25 Resident Mini - Member 
(10 individual uses)

Teen Nights at the Splash
Teens get your friends together and come enjoy nights at the Splash, there
is only 1 catch, ONLY TEENS ALLOWED IN!  Enjoy all the features of the
pool, race your friends down the slides, show your best dive, and visit the
concession stand. Attendance prizes will be given away as well!
Fridays from 8pm-10:00pm
July 10, August 21
$11 Member, $3 Resident, $5 Non Resident

Swim Lessons offered all summer long, sessions begin June 1st. 
Call and register today!

Parks & Rec info continues on Page 6
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Ferguson Parks and Recreation Continued from Page 5)
SENIORS

Senior Center
The Ferguson Senior Center offers a variety of activities, classes and programs
for residents.  We offer a number of leisure and recreation opportunities to en-
hance the quality of life.  Activities at the center include clubs, classes, social
activities, entertainment, games, fitness, health, and education.  Call the office
to be placed on a list to receive our monthly event schedules.

Lunch and Bingo
Time to get out and treat yourself to an afternoon of Lunch and Bingo. Our May
bingo event celebrates the upcoming of summer with a lunch and bingo featur-
ing your choice of chicken or beef.  Cost includes lunch as well as bingo.
Date: Thurs, July 23
Time: 11:30pm-2:30pm
Location: Ferguson Community Center
Fee: $8/Members; $12/Residents; $15/Non-Residents

TRIPS

Meskwaki Casino Tama, Iowa
Travel with Ferguson Recreation to Tama, Iowa and Meskwaki Bingo and
Casino Hall.  Cost of the trip includes: motor coach transportation, all admis-
sions, 3 $5 coupons good at any food outlet as well as the gift shop or spa,
lodging and gratuities plus $60 in promo dollars on your card. Don’t forget your
photo I.D.
Ages: 21 and up
Date: Tues, July 14- Thurs, July 16
Time: 7:00am-8:30pm
Fee: $136/Residents; $151/Non-Residents

Fairmount Park
Join us as we make our way to the races in Collinsville, IL.  Experience this
popular destination as we enjoy the fantastic view of thoroughbred horse 
racing.  We will also provide you with racing forms.  A scrumptious lunch buffet
will be served at the Black Stallion Room.  Cost includes lunch and race 
admissions.
Ages 18 and up
Date: Tues, July 28
Time: 10:30am-5:00pm
Fee: $15/Residents; $50/Non-Residents

Tropicana Casino-Evansville, Indiana
Bring along your good luck and join the gang on this day of fun to Evansville,
Indiana at Tropicana Casino. A $9.95 voucher towards any restaurant, plus $10
in tokens, transportation, gratuities and a fund day is all included in the price.
Remember that you MUST have a picture ID with you.  Don’t forget your
money, bring a good appetite and we’ll see you there. Cost includes: Motor
coach transportation, lunch, and all gratuities.
Ages: 21 and up
Date: Tues, Aug 4
Time: 8:30am-8:30pm
Fee:  $34/Residents; $39/Non-Residents

Brewers vs Cardinals
Travel north to Milwaukee and see the Cardinals take on the Brewers in what
could be a battle for the division title. Upon arrival in Milwaukee check into the
hotel before heading to a progressive meal adventure.  The next day we will
spend the morning visiting the Harley Davidson Museum and learning about the
history and culture of this iconic American company.  In the afternoon take a
historic Milwaukee Boat Ride.
Ages: 18 and up
Date: Fri Aug 7-Sun. Aug 9
Time: 7:00am-10:00pm
Fee:  $570/Residents; $595/Non-Residents

July 19, 2015 – 1:00-4:00pm

Presented by Ferguson Sunday
Parkways & the Ferguson Youth 
Initiative. To be held at the 
Ferguson Community Center.

SUNDAY PARKWAYS are FREE
events for you, your family and
friends to play in car-free streets.
You are invited to take to the

streets to walk, bike, run, and play! Streets will be
closed in different Ferguson neighborhoods for each event.

Each of these FREE events will offer free information, cold drinks, healthy
snacks and a variety of fun activities for all ages, including:

Activities
3-on-3 Basketball
7-on-7 Flag Football
Bike Blended Smoothies
Boxing Exhibiition
Clowns & Face Painting
Disc Golf
Double Dutch
Free Helmet Fittings
Life Size Checkers
Mural Paint Wall
Obstacle Course
Paint Balloon Fight
Rock Climbing Wall
Yoga

This event is designed for everyone… especially families!
• Promotes physical activity and fitness
• Encourages people to consider biking or walking as a viable form of 
transportation
• Creates social networks among neighbors who might not otherwise meet
• Builds a sense of community through shared activity in a no-pressure 
environment
• Returns a sense of ownership of the streets to the people
• Gives people an up close view of their town
• Builds support systems among neighbors 

Booths
Challenger Learning Center
City of Ferguson
EarthDance
Ferguson-Florissant School District
Ferguson Municipal Library
The Strings Attached Project
Ferguson Youth Initiative
Community Service Program
Earn-A-Bike Program
Plus FREE Food!!

North County Inc.’s Free Small
Business Workshops

The right building blocks are critical for a building’s strength and longevity.
Getting the right building blocks, or resources, for your business is equally
important.  The Building Blocks for Growing Your Business is a series of
free workshops for business owners in Ferguson, Dellwood and Jennings
to learn, apply and grow their company.  

To register for the free workshops please visit North County Inc.’s website:
http://northstlouiscounty.com/events/business-workshops/

The Ferguson Civilian Review Board Task Force 
will be hosting a

Town Hall meeting on Wednesday, July 1
at 6:30 p.m. at the Ferguson Community Center to discuss
their work related to the establishment of a Civilian Review

Board for the City of Ferguson. 

Joint Venture Trains and Inspires
Ferguson Entrepreneurs 

 –By Bridjes O’Neil 

Ferguson resident Tex Miley has some big dreams. And his hometown
wants to help in bringing them to life. Miley, 42, has developed a spice sea-
soning that he calls “Tex-S.” He has begun to sell it in small quantities to
family, friends, and a butcher shop. He hopes to gain a better grasp of
mass production and marketing through an entrepreneurship program
called “Who Owns the Ice House,” a project sponsored jointly by the city of
Ferguson, Ameristar Casino, and Lindenwood University.

The weekly sessions recently ended at Lindenwood’s North County location
in Ferguson.  David Rosenwasser, a faculty member and director of Linden-
wood’s Duree Center for Entrepreneurship, said he saw the new program
as an opportunity to get residents on a fast track into developing new busi-
nesses. You don’t need a college degree to be an entrepreneur, he said.
And, in this instance, the price was right: free. 

“The people over at Ameristar
Casino in St. Charles came 
forward with a generous 
naming rights sponsorship,
which made it possible for us to
provide all of this,” he said. 

He said Lindenwood absorbed
course expenses and provided
the use of a laptop for the
length of the program.  
Tex Miley was among 11 
program participants. After 
developing his spice business, he hopes to someday open a restaurant. “I
learned that I could participate in different fairs that come up around the
area,” he said. “If I don’t start my restaurant, I can maybe rent someone
else’s kitchen and kind of start from there.” 

During the session, participants have an opportunity to hear inspiring sto-
ries from other entrepreneurs like Lisa Thompson, a doctoral candidate at
Lindenwood and full-time reading specialist for the St. Louis Public
Schools. Thompson is a budding entrepreneur specializing in refashioning
used women's coats.

Miley said connecting with others was most beneficial. He noticed that
many participants had the same apprehensions that he had, including
being afraid to quit safer 9-to-5 jobs.  

Rosenwasser hopes to start another program this fall that will be geared to-
ward elementary and Middle School students in Ferguson.  
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Zion Lutheran
Church Fish Fry

123 Carson Road
is the gathering place for
Cod, Shrimp, Catfish &

Chicken, with Slaw, Spaghetti,
Mac’n Cheese & Fries.

Fabulous desserts!!!
made by several of the
Ferguson Community
Outreach Programs!

Every Friday
In Zion’s Multi- purpose room

Through August 28th!
4:00pm – 7:00pm

Join us for fellowship! 

If you are interested in helping
on the fish fry line every other

Friday, contact Sue Dunham at
314.524.7677

If you are interested in a free
table to sell desserts, please

contact Pamela Statler at
314.921.8077

See you at the Fish Fries!

Come join us for
SUMMER CAMP

at 
Zion Lutheran Child
Development Center!
Summer camp started on June 1st

and goes until August 13th!

Field trips include picnics in the
park, Grant’s Farm, Planet Fun, and

much, much more.

Ages 2-12 are welcome and we are
open 6:00am to 6:00pm.

Breakfast, lunch, and snack 
are provided.

Please call to reserve your child’s
place at 314-524-7677

QUALITY CARE, AFFORDABLE,
and FUN!

SEE YOU THERE!

Berkeley High School – Class of 1990
25th Reunion

July 24-26, 2015
Contact Alisa 314.614.4972 or Shonte 314.341.7734
Facebook: Berkeley Sr. High Alumni Class of the 90’s

St. Peters United Church of Christ
presents . . .

TWO TIME TRUE

Featuring Larry Johnson, Glen Smith,
Dave True, Carollbeth True

and
Vocalist Christi John Bye

Come hear an evening of Jazz led by renowned Pianist Carollbeth
True and her quartet of outstanding musicians

Friday, July 24 – 7:00 p.m.
This event is FREE

and recommended for ages 10 and up

St. Peters United Church of Christ
1425 Stein Road, Ferguson

Vacation Bible School
Ages: Kindergarten - 5th grade

July 13-17
Call for registration or questions 521.4850

Ferguson Christian Church
303 No.Elizabeth

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta Parish
presents . . .

Neil Simon’s
FOOLS

Friday, July 10 and Saturday, July 11 at 7:00 p.m
Sunday, July 12 at 2:00 p.m.

At Trinity Catholic High School
1720 Redman Road

Admission: $8.00       Students/Children $5.00

BTC Youth Group
Pasta Dinner

Saturday, July 11
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm
BTC Parish Hall

Free will offering with proceeds
benefitting our summer mission
trips and Youth Conferences.
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Pearce Neikirk and Partners Realtors
521-5002 495-2304

email: pearce4homes@yahoo.com
FERGUSON . . . WHERE ALL ROADS LEAD TO HOME!

29 Years of helping buyers
and sellers with their home

needs in St. Louis City, 
St. Louis County and 
St. Charles County. 

521-5002     495-2304

207 Tiffin Avenue 1080 Chatelet Drive

pearce4homes.com

705 Plantmore Dr          $86,500
Plantmore Dr is a dead-ended, quiet
and private neighborhood located
only a block from ‘Paul's World Fa-
mous Market.’ The homes,  all built
in the late 1940’s and 1950’s, repre-
sent a wide range of architectural
design. This home is no exception.
As you enter this four bedroom
home you are immediately greeted
with a large and open living room and dining room.
Featured in these rooms are the wood planking and beam work of the
cathedral ceiling and large masonry fireplace. The updated kitchen
looks out over this open space. The lodge-like feel of this home 
is enhanced by the walk out deck overlooking the wooded back yard.
Two full baths, two wood burning fireplaces, extensive updating and
modestly priced…. Call us TODAY!  

Ferguson Fire Department Wants
You to Have a Fun and Safe

4th of July
As Independence Day draws near, the Ferguson Fire Department would
like to remind everyone of the inherent dangers of fireworks. Consider the
following facts compiled by the National Fire Protection Assoc. concerning
consumer fireworks:

•  In 2010, fireworks caused an estimated 15,500 reported fires, including
1,100 total structure fires, 300 vehicle fires, and 14,100 outside and other
fires. These fires resulted in an estimated eight reported civilian deaths, 60
civilian injuries and $36 million in direct property damage.

•  In 2010, U.S. hospital emergency rooms treated an estimated 8,600 peo-
ple for fireworks related injuries; 57% of 2010 emergency room fireworks-
related injuries were to the extremities and 37% were to the head.

•  The risk of fireworks injury was highest for children ages 5-14, with more
than twice the risk for the general population.

•  On Independence Day in a typical year, far more U.S. fires are reported
than on any other day.  Fireworks account for two out of five of those fires,
more than any other cause.

The U.S. Fire Administration states that “The best way to protect your fam-
ily is not to use fireworks at home – period. The U.S. Fire Administration
recommends attending public fireworks displays and leaving the lighting to
the professionals.”

Additionally, consumer fireworks are ILLEGAL in St. Louis County.  That
being said, history proves that many of you will still choose to celebrate
using fireworks.   If so, please keep the following tips in mind: 

•  Never light fireworks indoors or near dry grass. 

•  Always have a bucket of water and/or a fire extinguisher
nearby. Know how to properly operate the fire extin-
guisher.

•  Do not wear loose clothing while using fireworks.

•  Stand several feet away from lighted fireworks. If
fireworks do not go off, do not stand over them to in-
vestigate; douse them with water and carefully dis-
pose of them. 

•  Always read the directions and warning labels on
fireworks. If the fireworks are not marked with the
contents, directions, and warning labels, do not light

them. 

•  Supervise children around fireworks at all times. 

•  If not handled properly, fireworks can cause burn and eye injuries in chil-
dren and adults. The best way to enjoy fireworks is to visit public fireworks
displays put on by professionals who know how to safely handle fireworks

Grilling Safety
•  Position the grill well away from siding, deck railings and out from under
leaves and branches. 
•  Place the grill at a safe distance from lawn games, play areas and foot
traffic. 
•  Keep children and pets away from the grill area: declare a three-foot
“safe zone” around the grill. 
Use long-handled grilling tools to have plenty of clearance from heat and

flames. 
•  Propane and charcoal grills must only be used outdoors. If used indoors,
or in any enclosed spaces, such as tents, they pose both a fire hazard and
the risk of exposing occupants to toxic gases and potential asphyxiation.

Charcoal
•  Use the proper starter fluid and store it out of reach of children and away
from heat sources. 
•  Never add charcoal starter fluid when coals or kindling have already been
ignited. 
•  Never use any flammable or combustible liquid other than charcoal
starter fluid. 

Propane
•  Use only equipment bearing the mark of an independent testing labora-
tory. Follow the manufacturers’ instructions on how to set up the grill and
maintain it. 
•  Never store propane cylinders in buildings or garages.
•  If you smell gas while cooking, immediately get away from the grill and
call the fire department. Do not attempt to move the grill.

SOLD SOLD

Groundbreaking Ceremony
St. Peter’s United Church of Christ broke ground for a new building on the
church property at 1425 Stein Road in Ferguson. The new building will be
called the Ferguson-Dellwood Community Resource Center, LLC and has
been organized as a nonprofit corporation.

The mission of the center is to address individual, and family needs in col-
laboration with community stakeholders, emphasizing programs that in-
spire, empower, and support residents of the Ferguson-Dellwood area to
reach their full potential.

The center will provide space for non-profit organizations to serve North
County clients, expanded space for a free medical clinic, meeting rooms, a
chapel, and even more endeavors that are currently in planning stages.
There will be collaborations to create relationships and provide a genuine
presence within this rich community of North County.
The building is scheduled to be completed within seven months.

Picture left to right: Rev. Frank Proctor-Pastor, James Knowles- Ferguson
Mayor, U.C.C. Conference Minister- Rev. Allen Fluent, Reggie Jones-Dell-
wood Mayor, Donna Spaulding-President of Corporation, Rev. Josh Pruitt-
Assoc. Minister, and Chuck Moyer-Church Council President.

Photo by Elizabeth Ruhbeck



New Month, New Internet Serv-
ice Provider!
yes, friends, we finally ditched
AT&T. no love lost there, i assure
you. we chose to go with Charter
Cable, as they gave us a LOT
more bandwidth downstream than
we have ever had: 100Mbps. com-
ing from AT&T's 1.5Mbps, that's a
big jump. and here's the clincher:
the cost is the same! go figure!

so, after about 3 weeks, we had to
have a service call. it seems that
our speeds were fluctuating wildly,
and we were well below the
100Mbps. in fact, well below
70Mbps, which is their guaranteed
minimum. i told them that i believe
that there is something wrong with
the modem, and that the router
was dead. i had a spare router, so
i used that for 2 days until the
team got here to fix it all. yes,
team. one tech and his supervisor.
they tracked down the problem: a
bad modem and a dead router. it
took almost 3 hours, but they
stayed on point until the job was
completed to my satisfaction. good
men.

Additional Notes, dept.
1. last month, i gave you
testmy.net as a good place to test
your speed.
2. this month, add speedof.me
3. also try http://speedtest.char-
ter.com/
4. flash is required for #3, but not
for #1&2
5. #3 will show you a much faster
speed than #1 or #2, as the Char-
ter server that hosts the test is in
Olivette. the other sites use
servers outside of our area, likely
outside our state. also, your test
runs thru all the servers that con-
nect you to the test server, wher-
ever it is, but you will have a direct

connection to the Charter server in
Olivette. (this is one reason why
some websites may load more
slowly than others, but it is not the
only reason.)
6. generally speaking, the further
away the server is that serves the
website you want to connect to, the
more servers you have to go thru
to connect. each one will slow your
speed a little bit. 
7. remember this: your internet
speed is not constant; it WILL vary,
and for too many reasons for me to
address here. but, it SHOULD re-
main within a certain percentage
of what it is supposed to be. con-
tact your Inernet Service Provider
for details.
8. remember this, too: computers
are very fast, but they do not do
anything instantaneously. 

ME GO NOW!
Happy Fourth of July! i hope & pray
that all of us will have a safe & en-
joyable holiday. please do remem-
ber that our forbearers paid a
heavy price for the freedoms we
now enjoy. why not say thanks to
God for them all? God, guns, and
guts made America, and keeps her
strong today! (your connection to
God is instantaneous, and it is
never down!)

...it is now safe to turn on your
computer!

If you would like to ask Doug for
his FREE puter advice, call him at:
*314*521*1789* in the afternoon or
evening. EMAIL is at: 
fergusoncomputercorner@aol.com.
Put this into the subject line: i need
puter advice. Do NOT forget to in-
clude your local
telephone #, or you may not get a
reply!
ENJOY JULY 4th, 2015 RESPON-
SIBLY!!!
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The Ferguson
Computer Corner

by Doug Neely
(he likes to eat, drink, & make things go BANG SAFELY!)

How to Get More Out
of Your Social Media
Campaigns
By LaTease Rikard

The last couple of columns I’ve been emphasiz-
ing how important keyword and key phrase se-
lection is.  Some of you may have been thinking,
‘just get to the point already!’  Well, there is a
method to my madness!  Because this month,
I’m going to show you how the discovery of rele-
vant keywords and key phrases will increase
your social media engagement levels. Use
those relevant words and phrases to attract new

customers who may be searching for your product.

As always, you listen to your customers, both offline and especially online.
Some customers will say things online about your business but wouldn’t
dare say the same things offline to your face. With that in mind, consider
ALL social media comments, complaints, etc. as valuable interactions.
Positive comments and compliments are always welcome, but I’m a huge
advocate of favoring the negative comments over the happy ones.  You
see, the negative comments are often closer to reality than the positive
ones.  When a customer is satisfied with your business, it’s not because
you did so well, but more along the lines of, it is an expectation that you
do well.  Understand, if you meet the basic expectations of the customer
experience, you will most likely receive positive feedback.  The problem
comes in when you don’t meet their expectations.

Before social media, customers would call a customer service department
or even write a letter (anyone still do that?) to complain about poor serv-
ice.  You were lucky if your issue was resolved to your satisfaction using
this method.  During those times, business owners controlled the cus-
tomer experience, good or bad.  It was their product, their company, and
no one cared if you told your friends.  Today, it’s a whole new ballgame.
Social media has created an instant two-way street of communication
where the customer can immediately receive response to their feedback;
even if the experience is negative.  That immediacy can cause great harm
to the reputation, the credibility of the business if not handled properly.
Now, the customer is in control and you, the business owner, have to
work harder at building and maintaining those relationships.  However,
bad news can be a good thing if you manage it properly.  Let me share
something with you.

Whenever a customer writes a damaging comment on your Facebook
Business Page or within your Twitter Business account, you should re-
spond as soon as possible. Waiting too long to address the issue appears
as if your business isn’t concerned about its customers.  The way to re-
spond to negative comments or opinions is to address them head-on;
begin with an apology, then restate the complaint to obtain clarification of
the issue. At that point, you must become a customer service specialist
and fix the problem. Once you fix the problem, it doesn’t hurt to give a
coupon or discount on future services to the customer.  Handling negativ-
ity in the realm of social media is called digital crisis management.  The
way you handle any potential digital crisis is immediately, apologetically,
and hopefully with a win-win resolution for all.  Not having a crisis man-
agement plan ready can spell the death of a brands’ image.  You’ve
worked too hard to build your company’s’ reputation; don’t let one incident
on Facebook or Twitter ruin your efforts. 

Thanks for reading and keeping up with my column. It’s an honor and a
pleasure to provide helpful digital marketing information that will help your
business grow.  Next month, we’ll talk about the hot topic of the moment:
content creation that helps grow your Facebook Business Page!

Email me at lateaserikard@yahoo.com with column suggestions or ques-
tions about using social media marketing for your business.  I’ll respond
within 24 hours to your email.

KNOWLES
Heating & Cooling

Web site: knowlesac.ruudreliable.net Phone 521-0284

$5.00 OFF
Any Service Call During 

the Month of July (expires 7-30-15)

We service all
brands
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Financial Focus
By Joan Cleaveland (consultjoan@att.net)

Business Manager for St. Joseph’s Parish in Cottleville 
Lindenwood University BA – Business Administration.
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Mayor Slay is working hard to get the minimum wage in the City of St. Louis
raised.  If approved the minimum wage would immediately jump to $10 per hour
and then go up $1.25 each year until reaching $15 per hour in five years.  Last
year city employees were bumped up to $10.10 per hour and most of us didn’t
notice.  But a lot can happen in five years, so the gradual move may not have
the change he is hoping for.  It may be popular with many of those who will be
directly affected, however we may want to look at the possible effects.  

The State minimum wage is $7.65 which is actually higher than the Federal min-
imum wage of $7.25.  I personally know one person who makes less than $8 an
hour and this person isn’t supporting a family.  He just got his first part-time job 2
months ago and hopes his earnings will pay for car insurance and car repairs.
Most of us think of this type of person when we think of an entry level job paying
minimum wage.  To support a family or even just oneself would be tough on
minimum wage.   A recent study by the National Low Income Housing Coalition
figured that a worker must earn $15.69 per hour to afford a two bedroom apart-
ment in St. Louis.  Opponents point out that minimum wage wasn’t intended to
be able to support a family.  We know from recent events across the country that
while it may not be intended there are many people attempting to support a fam-
ily because they have few other job opportunities. 

So what will happen to all of the people who are making about $12 per hour?
Some of these people had to start off making considerably less and thru hard
work and possibly taking on more responsibilities, they got into a higher pay
bracket.  Will they automatically get a proportional raise?  Of course, they would
go up to $15 if there aren’t already there within the next 5 years.  And in fairness
those employees who are making less than $15 should go up proportionally.  So
$12 might go up to $20.  And when the cost of labor goes up, it stands to reason
that the cost of goods will too.  So this could trigger inflation which we haven’t
really seen in the past several years.  That could be an effect.

In most jobs there are ceilings regarding how much the job is worth on the pay
scale.  For example at a restaurant a person hired to only sweep the floor may
be paid the state’s minimum wage of $7.65 and perhaps the most this job could
ever earn would be $10 after a number of years in the job.   Most positions have
a pay range which indicates the estimate of how much it is worth.  Over the
years, we’ve seen jobs eliminated because a machine could do the job for less
cost.  And while the job may be quite important because a restaurant certainly
wants clean floors, they may find “Rosie the Robot” can do just fine and she will
cost less.  So another consequence may be that some jobs could be eliminated.  

The pay scale range for a manager at the restaurant would be considerably
more than the person sweeping the floor.  While the scheduling and directing
that go with the job might be harder to delegate to a machine, parts of the job
could allow perhaps for a less educated person to fill the position.  Maybe inven-
tory would be kept by a computer and restocking would be on auto pilot.  In any
case, I think we all realize that some jobs pay more than others for good rea-
sons.  And if all of these jobs start costing more because of the rise in minimum
wage, businesses will need to expect increases in production to help control the
cost of goods.

We may want to recall that during the mid-nineteenth century, the Industrial Rev-
olution kicked off a period of factory workers being subjected to poor working
conditions and low pay.  Labor unions were formed to help workers demand
more pay and better conditions.  However, it wasn’t until 1938 that the Fair
Labor Standards Act was passed setting a minimum wage of $.25 per hour.
Just a few years before, the government had passed the Wagner Act which al-
lowed employees to organize into trade unions.  It also created the National
Labor Relations Board which could require employers to engage in collective
bargaining with the unions.  It seems a little strange that today we are talking
about the minimum wage while the state is working to pass the Right to Work
Act which seems to hurt unions and possibly workers.  While these two things
are not directly related they both will have some consequences for the working
poor.    

The current Federal minimum wage is $7.25 per hour and has been since July
24, 2009.  It still doesn’t seem like much even compared to the 25 cents per
hour back in 1938.  By the time, I got my first job, the rate was $1.60, however
because my employer was small and didn’t meet the qualifications necessary to
pay the minimum wage, I was only paid $1.25 per hour.   Since I wasn’t trying to
support myself it seemed like a pretty good amount which easily covered my ex-
penses while in high school.  Once I was on my own, I found out pretty quickly
that I needed to earn more.  As I mentioned earlier the people trying to live off
the small amounts paid in many of the service jobs are having a tough time find-
ing other types of higher paying jobs.  When I wanted to earn more I worked at
getting an education to help me and that is still pointed to as one of the best
ways to improve your quality of life.  So I do wonder if the solution is to raise
wages without looking for ways to provide more opportunities first.     

Earlier I mentioned the possible effects of the increase in wages.  Jobs might be

eliminated, costs will increase possibly causing inflation and businesses may
decide to locate in other areas that have lower wage expectations.  All over the
country we are hearing about cities looking for ways to improve the quality of life
for the working poor by raising wages.  And this topic is likely to come up during
the election as we are reminded of the increasing wage gaps between the
wealthy and the poor.   Maybe we’ll hear some alternatives that might help more
in the long run.  I wonder if anyone would suggest a ceiling on wages that can
be paid to executives?  

Having people earn enough to cover their expenses and have some left over
can only be good for the local economy.   So maybe Mayor Slay has a point, but
if we want to make lasting change I think we may need more in the way of edu-
cation and job opportunities. As New York goes thru the same discussions, 
Governor Andrew Cuomo said “We believe if you work full-time you should be
able to pay the rent and pay for food and not live in poverty. That’s the basic
promise of employment, and we’re not there yet.”   While many may agree with
him, finding the best solutions for this issue isn’t going to be as easy as just rais-
ing the minimum wage.  If you have comments or suggestions please e-mail
consultjoan@att.net  

T
H
A
R
P

Cleaning Is Our Specialty
SEWER & DRAIN

DRAIN CLEANING
$73

Over 25 Years Experience
ELECTRIC SEWER

CLEANING
426-1758
423-5931

EVENINGS &
WEEKENDS

EVENINGS &
WEEKENDS

And Now a Word from Our
Planet . . . . 

Water only in the cooler hours of the
morning or evening to minimize 

evaporation and try to use a watering can
that allows you to direct the water straight
to the roots of the plant. Even better, try

introducing an irrigation system.

(This message is provided as a courtesy of the Ferguson Eco Team.)
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100 N.
Florissant, 

Ferguson, MO
521-4600

Serving
BREAKFAST

All Day!
All menu items available

all day

Hours: Mon. Tues. Wed. 7am-9pm
Thurs. Fri. 6am-3pm, Sat.-Sun. 7am-3pm

Savoy Banquet Center
119 So. Florissant Road • 521-4500

savoybanquetcenter.com     Join us on Facebook

We Welcome
Wedding Receptions,
Reunions, Birthdays
& Other Celebrations

Savoy Banquet Center is known for creating the perfect package that will
leave you and your guests with special memories that will last forever.

We are a full service banquet center.

SPENCER'S
BAKERY

DONUTS

6For
$340100 Church Street

521-0259
Dine In or Carryouts

Breakfast Special $4.60
(2 eggs, 2 bacon or 3 sausages,
hash browns, toast or biscuits)

Also serving: French Toast,
Pancakes, Sandwich Combos

Glazed, Raised and Long Johns,
Muffins, Danish, Turnovers and Cookies

Hours:
Tues. thru Sun. 5am to noon

Closed Monday

242 So. Florissant Rd. 314-524-7888

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER
• T-TH 11am to 9 pm 

• FRI 11am to 10pm • SAT 4pm to 10 pm • SUN 4pm to 9pm
CLOSED ON MONDAYS   www.vincenzosstl.com

Former Ferguson residents, Liz Lester, and her brother, Ed
Lammert were spotted eating dinner at Vincenzo’s. “We love
Ferguson and really enjoy coming back to eat at our favorite

Italian restaurant,” commented Ed.

425 South Florissant Road • 314.799.2157
• Breakfast Treats • Cookies 
• Sweet Breads • Bars & Squares 
• Candy • Dessert Trays • Gift Cookie Boxes 
• Pies, Tarts & Tortes • Cakes & Cupcakes

www.cose-dolci.com • beth@cose-dolci.com

Now serving
Quiche

& 
French Bread 
on Saturdays!

HOURS
• Tuesday thru Friday 10:00 am

to 6:00 pm 
• Saturday: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
• Closed Sunday and Monday

FLAVORS OF THE MONTH
Whistle Stop, #1 Carson Road, Ferguson, MO 63135

Wed., July 1 ...............Cookie Dough
Thurs., July 22 .....................Mud Pie
Fri., July 3 ..........................Apple Pie
Sat., July 4..............................closed
Sun., July 5.............................closed
Mon., July 6 ............................closed
Tues., July 7......Cookies and Cream
Wed., July 8............................Smore
Thurs., July 9 ........................Snicker
Fri., July 10..............Cherry Bon Bon
Sat., July 11 ........Chocolate Brownie
Sun., July 12...........................closed
Mon., July 13 ..........................closed
Tues., July 14.........Chocolate Heath
Wed., July 15 ..................Dreamsicle

Thurs., July 16...................Mint Oreo
Fri., July 17........Death by Chocolate
Sat., July 18.....Straw/b Cheesecake
Sun., July 19...........................closed
Mon., July 20 ..........................closed
Tues., July 21 .....Choc. Almond Fudge
Wed., July 22 ...............Butter Pecan
Thurs., July 23 ..............Black Forest
Fri., July 24...........Peanut butter cup
Sat., July 25.................Fudge Ripple
Sun., July 24...........................closed
Mon., July 25 ..........................closed
Tues., July 28 .............Birthday Cake
Wed., July 29 .....Cashew & Caramel
Thurs., July 30 ................Turtle Swirl
Fri., July 31 ............................M&M

701 So. Florissant Road, Ferguson, MO
314-736-1140             

Hours: Tues-Sat 11am to 9pm
Sunday-11am-7pm

Closed Monday

• Warm, cozy atmosphere • Friendly staff
• Experienced Chef, Deundrake Lewis
• Food guaranteeed to satisfy distinctive tastes of our guests
• Succulent seafood, steaks and sauteed chicken
• Dishes prepared fresh with pan sauces
• Try Drake’s famous hamburgers
• Beer & Wine

wwwDrakesPlaceSTL.com

OPEN 9-6 MON-SAT •  10-4 SUN
www.Thiesfarm.com   Check out our Facebook page

* Sweet Corn
* Peaches
* Tomatoes
* Melons
* Blackberries

We grow over 40
different 

fruits and veggies!

See ya’ at the Ferguson Farmers’ Market every Saturday!

Peak of the
Homegrown
Season...Fresh
From our Fields

WEST COUNTY
3120 Maryland Heights

Expressway
(2 miles north of Page)

NORTH
COUNTY

4215 North Hanley Rd.
(1 block south of I-70)

ST. CHARLES
3200 Greens Bottom Rd.

“Thies on the Trail”
Located on the Katy Trail

Bring in this ad for
$5.00 OFF

Any purchase of 
$25 or more

Home baked pies available. 
Call in your order.

314-428-9878

8 large ripe peaches
1/2 cup packed light brown sugar
1/3 cup granulated sugar
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
1/8 tsp. salt
Peel and slice peaches. Mix together sugars,
cinnamon, and salt. Pour over peaches and stir
to coat. Pour into pastry lined pie pan. Dot with
butter. Place 2nd pastry on top, cut off excess.
Crimp edges and place pie in freezer for 15

minutes. Bake 425 for 15 minutes. Reduce oven to 375 and bake for 40 min-
utes. Cover loosely with foil to prevent excessive browning.

Brown Sugar Peach Pie SuperEasy!
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Ferguson by Foot
By: Margaret Wolfinbarger

For many, Independence Day holds little meaning
other than gathering for barbecue and a beer. I
have been guilty of taking this American holiday for
granted in years past, but as I grow older, and
hopefully wiser, I have come to appreciate its im-
portance. The Declaration of Independence was
written by our founding fathers from a place of
courage and strength, knowing full well what was to
come, namely, war. It not only states the fundamen-
tal basic human rights to which we are all entitled,
but also lists the wrongs done to the people of the

13 colonies. In essence, the writers laid their souls bare to expose the rea-
sons why they were breaking ties with the country that birthed them. Say
what you will about the personal lives of the founding fathers, if it were not
for their bravery and leadership, we would not be standing as free men and
women today.

Breaking free from tyranny is a complicated process. One must endure pain
and suffering to know why they wish to be free. Then they must take steps,
often in the form of great personal sacrifice, to remove the ties that bind
them. In the case of our country, we offered the lives of our husbands, our
fathers and our sons. We paid a high price, but the story of our nation gives
me hope as I think about my own story. 

For years I suffocated under the weight of intense shame over my lack of
self-control. I was a slave to bad habits that were as ingrained in my con-
sciousness as the creases on my elbows. I longed to break free but lacked
the courage and fortitude to wage war with my body in order to improve my
quality of life. Until one day someone pushed me too far. They called me out
as unhealthy and dared to say I was apathetic about my condition. They had
no idea how much I suffered and how I longed to lose weight. Basically, that
person made me mad enough to do something about my wretched state.
And when I say wretched, that is truly how I felt.

On a recent morning I jogged up a hill with rain drops pattering against my
forehead. Thick, slate grey clouds billowed overhead and I considered the
war I wage every day with myself. Again, I asked myself why I keep fighting
when I frequently feel like giving up.

There are key battles I fight. Stay in bed or exercise? Eat donuts or broc-
coli? But win or lose, I never waver from my basic mission to live a healthy
lifestyle. On May 3rd, 2010, I started what felt like the most impossible jour-
ney—to lose at least 100 pounds. I fought against the bad habits that I had
clung to like a life raft for most of my life. These included binge eating, which
soothed my emotional issues, yet contributed to my poor self-esteem. My
habit of blaming others for my sorry state and self-pity did nothing to take
the weight off. It was only by recognizing the lies for what they were, and
making a point to build new healthy habits that I began to see myself clearly.
I wanted true and lasting change, not a temporary fix. So I examined the
reasons why I ate the way I did and felt the way I did. I made a concerted ef-
fort to build new habits. Not only did I re-learn how to eat, I thought about
the reasons why I ate. I learned I could never feed my soul with food. I also
found that certain foods lied to me, and—like a friend turned traitor—I cut
them out of my life forever.

Freedom isn't free and there is often a high price for deliverance. For this
reason, I have compassion for others who struggle as I do. If I sometimes
sound harsh it is only because I am trying to lead well. I want people to
know there is hope. Dark clouds will billow overhead. They block the sun
and discourage us from our mission. Setbacks are normal and failure hap-
pens. During the Revolutionary War, battles like the Siege of Charleston,
South Carolina, cost the Patriots not only lives but control of the southern
colonies. Many prisoners of war languished on prison ships and died think-
ing they had lost the war. But a small battle on October 7, 1780 near Black-
burn, South Carolina at King's Mountain turned the tide and gave the
Patriot's hope that inevitably led to the victory at Yorktown, Virginia. 

"Oh say does that star spangled banner yet wave o'er the land of the free
and the home of the brave?" 

Celebrate Independence Day with newfound hope. If you have lost a battle,
keep fighting. You have not lost the war. And while you're at it, enjoy some
barbecue with a beer. And remember those that gave their lives to afford
you that freedom.

Pride of the City – July

Ward 1
Paula M.
Greene
598 Monceau
Drive

Ward 2
Anna & Dan

Robbins
414 Thoroughman

Ave.

Ward 3
Halbert &
Shalon Gates
1057 Wylin Ct.

JOBS AND MORE STL
Celebrates First Training Graduation

Friday, June 19, 2015 Ferguson based, JOBS AND MORE STL held its first
graduation for its two week Work Force Training Workshop.  Achiever
Stephanie Jennings will be recognized during graduation. She is interested
in pursuing a career in customer service.   

Achievers learn Keys to Professional and Personal Success, how to write
Resumes, and to practice Interview skills, to improve Interpersonal and
Communications abilities, to learn Conflict Resolution, and more. JOBS
AND MORE STL strives to ensure Achievers understand their options and
engage in career opportunities that align with their interest. 

Program speak-
ers from the Fer-
guson
community in-
cluded Mayor
Knowles, Police
Chief Eickhoff,
City Council
Woman Ella
Jones, Carita
Douglas, and
Emerson Elec-
tric, Better Fam-
ily Life, Urban
League, and
representatives
from several
churches.

There is no fee for the Work Force Training offered by JOBS AND MORE
STL.  It is a nonprofit organization founded by Executive Director Adrian
Shropshire. Their mission is to help unemployed or underemployed men
and women find jobs by providing them with the training and motivation to
find work. 

Next session with JOBS AND MORE STL is Orientation, Wednesday July 8,
9:30am, with Workshop on July 13-24, (Monday-Friday) 9:30am-1:00pm,
Ferguson Library.  Interested in enrolling in this opportunity? Contact JOBS
AND MORE STL for more information at jobsandmorestl@outlook.com or
314.283.2215.  JOBS AND MORE STL is a nonprofit organization. Charita-
ble contributions may be made by check to JOBS AND MORE STL or
through PAY PAL.  Visit website jobsandmorestl.org   

All JOBS AND MORE STL sessions are held at the Ferguson Municipal
Public Library.  Thank you Ferguson Library! 

Lawn Care & More
Mowing, Mulching, Leaf Removal,

Shrub Trimming & Removal,
Overgrowth & Brush Removal,

Small Tree Trimming & Removal
Licensed, Insured
Call Jim (owner) 

314-831-2366

Achievers listen intently as Carita Douglas leads a discussion
in Jobs Training.
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The History of the 
First Gas Engine Car

Do you know the origin of the first
car? The first gasoline-fueled,
four-stroke cycle engine was built
in Germany in 1876. Ten years
later in 1886, Carl Benz began
the first commercial production of
motor vehicles with internal com-
bustion engines. By the 1890s,
motor cars reached their modern
stage of development. In fact, the
models of that decade were so
successful that there has been
no fundamental change in the
principles of the ordinary automo-
bile engine since that time. Mass
production of gasoline-powered
cars, however, brought to the
market a vehicle that was mod-
estly priced, easy to maintain,
relatively fast and powerful, able
to travel long distances, and fu-
eled by a cheap, abundant,
widely-available source of 
energy.

Before the era of the Model T,
gasoline-fueled vehicles had stiff
competition from steam-driven
and electric cars. In fact, of the
4,200 cars built in the United
States in 1900, only one-fourth
employed internal combustion
engines. And of the approxi-
mately 8,000 automobiles on the
road, most were steam-driven.
Steam had been used as early
as 1769 to power a road vehicle.
Experimentation with steam-pow-
ered vehicles began in the United
States in the 1780s primarily in
the Northeast. Into the nineteenth
century, steam-engine technol-
ogy tended to focus on locomo-
tives rather than cars. 

Despite the simplicity of their en-
gines, fast acceleration, low pol-
lution, economy, and great
power, the early steamers started
up slowly and ran noisily, had un-
reliable controls and problems
with freezing, and required exten-

Personal Injury • General Business
Estate Planning • Probate Administration

Real Estate • Municipal Law
Serving the legal needs of Missouri and Illinois clients

275 North Lindbergh Blvd.
St. Louis, Missouri 63141-7809

Tel (314) 993-4261
e-mail: dlcallahan@callahanlaw.net

Dennis L. Callahan
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Lifelong Ferguson Resident
36 years in Private Practice

St. Catherine Retirement Community Events
The public is invited and welcomed – RSVP 314-838-3877

Exercise with Melanie/Ann-FREE
classes
Classes are led by a licensed Physical
Therapist with the use of weights
& resistance bands that are provided!
Mondays and Wednesdays 1:00 p.m.
RSVP by calling 314-838-3877

Blood Pressure Clinic  
Thursday July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
at 10:15 a.m.                         
RSVP by calling 314-838-3877

Tai Chi for Seniors-FREE class
Friday July 10, 17, 24, 31   10 p.m.
Reduce stress, strengthen joints, develop
balance and coordination. 
No class on July 3rd,
RSVP by calling 314-838-3877

“Senior Scams”
Presented by the Florissant Police Dept. 
Thursday, July 16th at 9:30 a.m.
Complimentary Breakfast at 9:00 a.m.
RSVP by calling 314-838-3877

Happy Hour
Join us for the “Big Papa G” Game Show
with prizes! 
Tuesday, July 14 at 10:30 a.m.
Happy Hour 11:30 a.m.
Followed by complimentary lunch
RSVP by calling 314-838-3877

Project Hands
Volunteers needed to knit, crochet and
quilt for various children’s organizations
Last Friday of every month
Friday, July 31st at 2:00 p.m.
RSVP by calling 314-838-3877

UUnnddeerr   TThhee
HHoooodd  WWiitthh
RRoobbiinnwwoooodd
By Bob McGartland

Friends, Fun and Laughter
Await You Here With Us

We Offer:
• 1 & 2 Bedrooms • Secure Setting
• Dining Services • Our team of
• Full Service experts will help
Amenities you make your

• Convenient move with ease
Location

Call today for our move-in 
specials and start enjoying

worry-free living

St.Catherine
Retirement Community
Near Eagan Center

3350 St. Catherine Street
Florissant, MO 63033
314.838.3877

A Non-Profit Retirement Housing
Foundation Community

32 North Florissant Rd.
Ferguson MO 63135
314-522-0013

Ferguson Motors has
been in business since

the early 1920’s.
Locally owned and

operated.
Call Jesse or Kevin

EMISSIONS
TEST
$18
(Reg. $24)
Only at

Ferguson Motors
coupon expires 7-31-15

$10OFF
Any service over

$100
Only at

Ferguson Motors
coupon expires 7-31-15

sive engineering knowledge to
operate. Although many of the
steamer’s weaknesses were
overcome, they suffered from little
infusion of capital into their pro-
duction, some untimely accidents,
and vigorous competition from the
mass-produced gas-powered
cars that had overtaken the 
market by the 1910s.

The electric car, utilizing
rechargeable batteries, was an-
other promising alternative to the
gas-powered vehicle. In 1900,
more than one-quarter of the
American automobiles produced
were electric. However, twenty
years later the commercial viabil-
ity of the electrics had ended. As
with the steamers, electric cars
had some decided advantages
over the motorcar: ease of opera-
tion; no emissions of foul odors
and gases; and a quiet ride. Yet
as a road vehicle, electric cars
had a major problem: limited
range. At the turn of the twentieth
century, they could only go twenty
miles before requiring a recharge. 

In 1903, Henry Ford founded a
motorcar company specializing in
automobiles with internal com-
bustion engines. When Henry
Ford put his mass-produced
Model T on the market in 1908,
the car ceased to be a toy for the
rich and firmly entrenched the in-
ternal-combustion vehicle as the
standard for most families. 

Throughout the twentieth century,
changes in the design, size,
weight, and power of automobiles
all contributed to greater gasoline
use.  As we neared the end of the
century it became clear the need
to protect our natural resources
and the environment.  The last 30
years have brought about many
changes in cleaning running fuel
efficient gasoline engines; along
with the rebirth of electric 
vehicles. 

You can visit us at 
robinwoodauto.com

Happy 4th of July to everyone!   

Cafe Too!
1060 St. Catherine St.

Florissant
314.831.7400

BEST
CHEESE
CAKE
IN
ST.
LOUIS

Super Special

$49
Safety First

Driving School LLC
Private driving lessons. 

7 days per week. 
We will pick you up. 

Learn from a professional

314-337-0950

FOR RENT
1 bedroom apartment, 

includes garage.

Call 524-3448

The Friends of Ferguson Disc Golf would like to thank the following spon-
sors who have helped make our disc golf course a reality:

• The Founding Families • Kidd Pools and Landscaping • Cork Wine Bar
• Gateway Disc Sports • Vincenzo’s Italian Ristorante • St. Stephen’s 

Episcopal Church • The River City Flyers • Ferguson Bicycle Shop
• Ferguson Brewing Company • Negwer Materials, Inc.

Keep up with our group or like us by following our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/FergusonDiscGolf or email at 

fergusondiscgolf@gmail.com.

Thank You
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Dr. Robyn’s Office Hours:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm

Friday, 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 pm

STEPHENS FINANCIAL GROUP, INC.
Tax • Accounting • Insurance • Financial Planning

Representing: Safeco • Travelers • AAA • Progressive • Electric • Blue Cross
Stephens & Co. CPA’s Meadow Park Insurance
Taxes prepared by CPA’s at less Auto • Home • Life • Business
than discount chain prices We are in the business of
cpas@stephenscpas.com insuring families. Call today!

kents@stephenscpas.com
(314) 838-2900 (314) 838-5145

910 So. Florissant Rd. • Ferguson, MO 63135

Walking, Running, and Regular 
Chiropractic Care

We take a lot for granted as far as our bodies are concerned. 
Essentially we're given our bodies for free, and it's often hard to value
and care for something we're given but didn't actually earn. 
Unfortunately, as many of us learn, without care our bodies will break
down, possibly sooner rather than later. Entropy is a universal 
principle, and ongoing work is required to maintain order and function
in all systems and all machines.

Regular chiropractic care is an example of such ongoing work. A
healthy nerve system is required for optimal functioning of all your
other physiological systems including the cardiorespiratory, digestive,
immune, and hormonal systems. When your nerve system isn't 
functioning properly, these other systems break down. 

Regular chiropractic care removes nerve interference, making it 
possible for all the other systems of your body to do their jobs. From
a biomechanical perspective, balance is restored and stress points
are removed, making it possible to engage in and enjoy activities
such as walking and running over many years of a healthy life.

Dr. Robyn is available to speak to your group. Just give her a call.
314-524-2580

Retaining Walls and
Landscaping

Walls: • Railroad Ties • Keystone Bricks • Versa-Lok Bricks • Diamond Blocks
Yardwork: • Sod • Top Soil • Seed • Hedges • Bushes • Trees (trimmed or removed)

Licensed & Bonded – Senior Citizen Discount – References –
25 years experience – Ask to see our portfolio

Mr. White (24/7)
314-522-1944

Have you seen stone walls like
the one on the left, that begin
to look dark and discolored
after just a few months? 
Because White Landscaping
lines their walls and flower
beds with plastic before filling
with soil, this discoloration will
never happen.

Look at the two walls on 
Carson Road, across from the
Ferguson Depot. Although the
clean one is newer, it does not
have any discoloration. That
wall was installed by White
Landscaping.

White Landscaping pays 
attention to this sort of small
but important detail.

Follow the Reader
Connecting the Dots of Reading Aloud Together

One Playground at a Time 

July 6, 2015
January-Wabash Memorial Park

(next to the pool complex)
501 N. Florissant Rd., Ferguson

July 13, 2015
Ferguson Sports Complex at Forestwood

824 Ferguson Ave., Ferguson 

July 20, 2015
Dade Park 414 Dade Ave., Ferguson 

July 27, 2015
Nesbit-Newton Park 

115 Nesbit Dr., Ferguson 

F R E E 
Reading and Playing CAN spell Hurray!

Thirty minutes of “Start Your Week Reading” to young children in area
playgrounds within the Ferguson-Florissant School District. 

Thirty minutes of “Start Your Week Reading” to young children in area play-
grounds within the Ferguson-Florissant School District. Parents, bring your
children for songs, games and enjoy stories from library books up to first
grade. We meet at 10:00 a.m. every Monday for 30 minutes at any of the
playgrounds listed above. Join us week to week from one playground to an-
other and we’ll connect fun and reading together. “Show Me” your library
card and take home 2 free coloring sheets and a bookmark. Become a
member of the “Follow the Reader” Club on my Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/ FollowTheReader OR Follow me on Twitter:
https://twitter.com/Read4AllStL Playground locations are posted monthly. 

Check the Facebook page or Twitter Feed for postponements or 
cancellations due to weather conditions. 

Start Your Week Reading with Ferguson Municipal Public Library and St.
Louis County Library member ~ Nancy Schroeder 

   
     

Compassionate Staff, New Friendships,
and Memories to Last a Lifetime.

A      
    

 
    

 

Affordable, SPACIOUS Senior Living with 
Independent & Residential Care Apartments.

DeSmet
Retirement Community
1425 N. New Florissant Rd.

Florissant, MO
314-838-3811

1         

  

RCF License #041987

           

Ferguson & Berkeley 
Community Center Story Time

Do you know what happens when you read to your children? They become
better problem solvers!   Repetitive nursery rhymes help your child antici-
pate what comes next. Talking about pictures your child points to helps her
focus.  Imagine the thinking a child does when you ask, “What do you think
will happen next?”  

What happens when you read to your kids? You help their brains grow.
Bring your child, 3 months to 5 years, to Story Time at the Ferguson Com-
munity Center, 1050 Smith Avenue in Ferguson Tuesday mornings, 10:00
a.m. to 11:00 a.m., on July 14 and August 18, and at the Berkeley Civic
Center, 6120 Madison, Monday mornings 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. July 20
and August 24.

This free interactive literacy program will be presented by a  Parents as
Teachers certified parent educator who will read several stories centered
around a theme.  Children and parents will have the opportunity to partici-
pate in a related activity.  

Parents as Teachers is a free program provided by the school district for
families who live in their district.  PAT is a parent education and family sup-
port program serving families throughout pregnancy until their child enters
kindergarten, usually age 5.  Certified parent educators provide child devel-
opment information, parent-child activities, group connections, community
resources and developmental screenings.

Call 314-506-9069 for more information. No pre-registration is required.

For Pediatric Development & Adult Health

Dr. Robyn Lawrence
314-524-2580

111 Church Street, Ferguson
dr.robyn@getwellferguson.com

www.getwellferguson.com
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Student Government Leaders Learn
About Democracy in Human and Civil Rights
Student government leaders from McCluer, McCluer North and McCluer
South-Berkeley High Schools recently had the opportunity to learn about
the democratic system during a two-day program entitled, “Let Me Read
You Your Rights”.  The workshop engaged students in studying and dis-
cussing historical human and civil rights issues to elements of justice today.

“Let Me Read You Your Rights” is sponsored through a partnership be-
tween the National Park Service and the National Alliance of Faith and Jus-
tice (NAFJ) in cooperation with the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial
and Ulysses S. Grant National Historic Site.  The program was provided to
FFSD students through collaboration with the district and NAFJ.

After discussing various human rights, conversations quickly changed to
civil rights. With the unrest the community has experienced over the past
year, students have witnessed the struggle for democracy when it comes to
administering civil rights in today’s society.  

“Young people need to be educated on the right manner to have their
voices heard,” said a student.  Taylor Strode, also an FFSD student added,
“Young people react before thinking about their actions.  If you have a plan
of action and purpose when approaching civil rights matters, you are more
likely to get further.”

To provide a historical view on the civil rights struggle, students explored is-
sues from the trial and contributing circumstances of the Dred Scott deci-
sion and its relevance to events happening today.  The program concluded
with the students visiting the Old Courthouse in downtown St. Louis were
Lynne Jackson, a great-great-granddaughter of Harriet and Dred Scott
spoke to the students about the historic case which was a major catalyst for
the civil war and the abolishment of slavery.

As government leaders of their respective schools, the students participat-
ing in the “Let Me Read You Your Rights” event are expected to share with
their peers what they learned in hopes of promoting increased understand-
ing of democracy as it relates to human and civil rights.

Nurse Uses Her Own Money to
Establish Scholarships for Students
It’s been almost a year since the civil unrest occurred in Ferguson.  During
the chaotic time, Pat Potter, an area nurse with 40 years of service, knew
that there was something she must do to help deserving students in the
area. As the coordinator of research for nursing and allied health at BJC,
Potter decided she would start a scholarship fund to assist students within
the Ferguson-Florissant School District who wanted to pursue careers in
the nursing field. Potter recently awarded two $1,500 scholarships.  Court-
ney Spink and Ashley Jones, recent graduates of McCluer High School, are
the first recipients of the Nurses for Ferguson scholarship.

The Nurses for Ferguson Scholarship was started in Nov. 2014 with an ini-
tial investment of $5,000 from Potter, who used her own money to start
funding for the scholarship.  She also received funding from BJC Health
System, Elsevier, the Nursing Honor Societies (Sigma Theta Tau) at St.
Louis and Webster Universities, and private donors. “I received a scholar-
ship to go to nursing school,” said Potter, who has held various positions
throughout her nursing career.  “Through the Nurses for Ferguson scholar-
ship, I hope to improve the level of education for beginning nurses.”

The Nurses for Ferguson scholarship is administered through the Greater
St. Louis Community Foundation.  The foundation is responsible for screen-
ing applicants and identifying those most in need and deserving of the
scholarship. Only students who attend McCluer and McCluer South-
Berkeley High Schools, the two high schools that are within Ferguson, are
eligible to apply for the scholarship.

“I have set no requirement to the scholarship – the student may attend any
nursing school that he or she chooses,” said Potter.

Spink will attend the University of Missouri-St. Louis and Jones will use her
scholarship at the University of Missouri-Columbia.

In order to keep the Nurses for Ferguson scholarship active, Potter says
she will annually donate $5,000 of her own money, as well as solicit the
support of other donors.  The dollar amount to be awarded each year and
the number of recipients who will receive the scholarship will be determined
by the available funds. 

School District Staffers Are
Emerson Grant Recipients

Two of the four 2015 Emerson Gold Star Grants have been awarded to
staffers in the Ferguson-Florissant School District.  Christine Ries and Ken
Holzapfel were surprised by Emerson’s Executive Vice President Patrick
Sly who made the announcement when he visited Ries and Holzapfel at
their work sites prior to the end of the school year.

Ries, an elementary science instructional coach, received a $10,000 team-
work grant that will be used to implement a Novel Engineering program at
Bermuda Elementary School during the 2015-16 school year.  Novel 
Engineering is an innovative approach to integrate engineering and
literacy.  Students use classroom literature – stories, novels and expository
texts – as the basis for engineering design challenges.  Ries will attend
Tufts University this summer for training on the program and will return to
train district teachers and staff on its use. The grant will fund training, travel,
material kits for initial training, material gift cards to purchase supplies for
engineering, and trade books for cohort teachers.  Bermuda Elementary will
also receive a $5,000 grant from Emerson.

Holzapfel is a work experience teacher at McCluer High School. He re-
ceived a $2,500 individual grant. Holzapfel will use the grant to form a legal
not-for-profit business, owned and operated by McCluer students with dis-
abilities.  The program, a catering business, teaches students business
skills and prepares them for jobs in the food-service industry.  The not-for-
profit will serve as a fundraising vehicle to acquire a commercial kitchen
and continue to expand the business. This is the second time Holzapfel has
received the Gold Star grant.  McCluer High School will also receive $2,500
from Emerson.

In order to apply for the Emerson Gold Star Grants, individuals must be a
current or previous Emerson Excellence in Teaching award recipient.  Ries
is a current recipient (2014-15 school year), and Holzapfel is a previous
awardee.  

About the Ferguson-Florissant
School District

The Ferguson-Florissant School District, located in suburban St. Louis,
serves more than 11,000 students from preschool through 12th grade with
an excellent comprehensive educational program. Fully accredited by the
state of Missouri, the Ferguson-Florissant School District operates 17 ele-
mentary schools, three middle schools, three A+ and AdvancED-accredited
high schools and an alternative school. In addition, the District includes a
nationally-recognized early education program, the award-winning Chal-
lenger Learning Center space education facility and the Little Creek Nature
Area, a 97-acre nature preserve which offers experiential learning opportu-
nities for students in science, biology, ecology and related areas of study.

McCluer Students Dominate
Regional Youth Entrepreneurship

Challenge  
McCluer High School students who 
recently participated in the 2015 
Regional Youth Entrepreneurship 
Challenge dominated their compe-
tition by winning the top three spots
in the challenge.  Destiny Davis
was the overall winner, Jacob 
Tiemann took second place and
Daija Jackson placed third.  As the
top finishers, Davis and Tiemann
will travel to New York in October
to compete at the national level.

The entrepreneurship challenge is
coordinated by NFTE, the Network
for Teaching Entrepreneurship.
The event was sponsored by Mas-
terCard and hosted by Ameren in
mid-May.  McCluer students have
participated in NFTE for the past
couple of years.

“For several months, NFTE students write and prepare business plans for
companies/products they would like to develop.  A competition was held at
McCluer to determine who would represent the school at the regional level,
and five students were selected.  During the regional competition, McCluer
students were assigned to four breakout rooms where they competed
against students from other schools, presenting their ideas before a presti-
gious panel of judges. The top student in each room – all of whom were
McCluer students -- faced each other in the final competition.  In addition to
Davis, Tiemann and Jackson, Destiny Speech was also a breakout room
winner.  Each student received $100 towards the start-up of his or her busi-
ness.  Deja Gardner, the school’s fifth competitor, placed second to Davis in
their breakout room.

As the overall winner, Davis received an additional $1000 for her t-shirt
business plan. Tiemann received an additional $750 for his plan to develop
an app that sneaker heads can use to sell shoes to each other, and Jack-
son received an additional $500 for her plan to develop a key that you can
dip into a drink that would detect if any drugs, such as date rape drugs, had
been put into the drink.

Destiny and Jacob will be competing against students from around the
country this fall. The winner of the national competition will receive $25,000
to help fund their business.

Destiny Davis is the overall winner of
the 2015 Regional Youth 

Entrepreneurship Challenge.
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• Cleaning • Decorating  
• Party Hosting • Organizing

MOVING?
Sonya can get your house
ready for sale, from start to

finish

Meet Sonya

Sonya is a lifelong resident
of Ferguson with 11 years of 

experience cleaning and 
organizing. She has a

Bachelor’s Degree in Fine
Arts and is able to transform

your home or office into a
functional area that is also

attractive.
Sonya is up for any 

challenge, large or small.

Gift Cards
Birthday? Anniversary? 

Gift Cards are always the
right size and color.

Call Sonya
314.971.0403
Check out Sonya’s website

sonyassolutions.com

June 2015 
Meeting Minutes 
Reported by Keith Kallstrom 
( Keith.Kallstrom@gmail.com )         

Lt. Ray Nabzdyk opened the June
10th,  2015 meeting of the Ferguson On
Watch, welcoming everyone.  

Code Enforcement Introductions
Capt. Dennis McBride, Supervisor with the Code Enforcement division.  He
gave us an introduction to the Code Enforcement Inspectors.

Wayne Bernard was introduced as one of their newest inspectors, and
also has architectural background. Wayne is being assigned the Southwest
Corner of Ferguson.

Brian Harper was introduced next, and has about 10 years experience
with Ferguson Code Enforcement. His assignment is the “Highmont” area,
also considered as Sector 3. This area is roughly identified as south of
Chambers and east of Florissant Road. This area also includes the apart-
ment areas in the  southeast corner of Ferguson.  Brian also attended the
latest Forestwood neighborhood group meeting, and received some infor-
mation about issues in their neighborhood.

Rick Samson was the next inspector introduced. Rick has had about 1
year experience with Ferguson, and has a very large area to cover, as
well.  Rick identified the area north of chambers as his domain, which also
includes the Crossings at Halls Ferry area. Capt. McBride noted that Sam-
son is the 1st one arriving in the morning, and the last one to leave
City Hall at night.

Capt. McBride then explained the process that the inspectors go through
daily.  Upon arrival at City Hall, they review the inspections scheduled for
them for the day, go out to each address with their laptop computer, and
process their inspections.  At the end of their inspections, they return to City
Hall, and pick up their phone messages.  Usually, messages left for the in-
spectors can get call backs the same day, in the late afternoon.  On ex-
tremely busy days, the call-back would typically occur the next business
day.

Carlton Smith was introduced next, and is the plan reviewer, and is also
the field supervisor.  He explained the site plan review process, including
asking for inspections before the permit expires, or contacting city hall for
extensions on the permit.  We saw what a small plan review looked like,
using a homeowner drawn plan for a deck design, and what a plan ob-
tained at Home Depot for a deck design looked like.  The inspector likes to
see an abundance of detail, which the store version did not have.  
Carlton also showed us a large site plan document package. We heard
about the inspection sharing process for the properties in the North Park
area, which are included both in Berkeley and in Ferguson.           

One of the audience members asked about satellite dishes. A lively discus-
sion ensued about where the satellite dishes can be installed ( behind the
front building line ), and options regarding satellite reception with the
providers.

Mary Whitley in the Public Works office assists with detailing inspections
for permits that have expired. We discussed how to deal with out-of-town
home owners, and about how liens for grass cutting, boardups, etc. are
placed on the property, which are not typically paid until the property is
sold.

Proactive Code Enforcement
Please don’t feel that you’re turning in your neighbor when you call in a
code enforcement complaint.  When you call in, the code inspector reviews
the complaint against objective criteria contained in the code, instead of
subjective criteria of the neighbors.  When an inspector contacts a resident
about a code issue, the inspector takes ownership of the issue, and does
not identify the neighbor that initiated the call.  By using this method of
proactive inspection, the possibility of neighbor to neighbor disputes is mini-
mized.

Next Meeting – Chief Eickoff
The next Ferguson Neighborhood Watch meeting is scheduled at City Hall,
and will feature a conversation with Acting Chief Alan Eickoff, at 7:00 pm on
July 8th.

CERT Update
The June 13th meeting was held at the front common area in the Police
Department.  We conducted an inventory of CERT equipment that was
under the STARS program.  We were shown what items were stored and
where they were stored on the fire truck. Most fire trucks are set up with the
same equipment similarly situated.  This way, when they are on a mutual
aid assist call, they can jump right in with assisting other Fire Departments
by using the Incident Command Structure. 

The next CERT event will be the parade marshalling of our 4th of July 
parade so there will be no July meeting. Calls will be made if an additional
training event is needed.

FREE
B-12 SHOT

$25 for first & get
2nd Free
314-736-1333

With coupon. Expires 7-31-15

FREE
Blood Glucose

& Vitals
Blood Pressure, Heart Rate,
Oxygen Saturation & Temp.

314-736-1333
With coupon. Expires 7-31-15

FLU &
Tetanus Shot
$2000

314-736-1333
With coupon. Expires 7-31-15

School/Camp
& Sports
Physicals
$2500

314-736-1333
With coupon. Expires 7-31-15

Adult Wellness
Screening Packages

Office Visit with Lab Package
(Complete Blood Count, Cholesterol,
Thyroid Function, Kidney Function,

Liver Function & Blood Sugar)

$15000
314-736-1333

With coupon. Expires 7-31-15

Self Pay Visit
$1000

OFF
314-736-1333

With coupon. Expires 7-31-15

EACH

Reg. $250

Walk-in Clinic • Pain Clinic • Treats Headaches, 
Injuris and Chronic Pain

Pain Clinic
New Patients are Welcome

Most Insurances are Accepted

314-736-1333
1025 Dunn Road • Florissant

(Just west of New Florissant)
M-Th 9am-6pm, Fr 9am-8pm, Sa 9am-1pm

Ahmed Ali, M.D. & Saima Ahmad, M.D.
www.stlmrg.com

Sanders Tree
Service

Trees Trimmed,
Removed and
Stumpgrinding

Call Jim:
524-8154

For the
Do-It-Your-

Selfer
Kitchens & Baths

Cabinets, 
Windows, Doors

and More
Check our quality
before you buy!

Installation available also!
Free Estimates  – Call

WOLFCO
314.831.4598    314.799.2818

Interior and
Exterior
Doors!



Belvedere
– by Bob McCarty

“I have spent three delightful days in Hannibal, loiter-
ing around all day long, examining the old localities
and talking with the grey-heads who were boys and
girls with me 30 or 40 years ago”.

~ Mark Twain to Livy, an excerpt of a letter 
written to his wife, May 17, 1882

I cannot think of a better way to spend time in Hannibal, MO; examining the old
localities! And Hannibal has a lot of old localities to examine.
The Lamb-Munger House located at 521 Bird Street in Hannibal is one of the
old localities that Twain visited during his visit in 1882.

Alfred W. Lamb purchased the lot, where the house sits today, from Moor R.
and Sarah A. Baird on March 18, 1858 for $800.00. Through research, it has
been established that the house was built in 1859; because there was very little
residential building taking place during the Civil War. During the years 1859
through 1866, the City Directory was not published and the house is listed in
the 1866 directory.

Lamb was a prominent attorney, who represented the citizens of the 2nd Con-
gressional District from 1853 through 1855 as a Democrat for the Thirty-Third
Congress.  Later in his law career, his offices were located where the current
Mark Twain Museum is now located. In the letter mentioned above from Twain
to his wife, Livy, he tells her, “Spent an hour, yesterday, with A.W. Lamb, who
was not married when I saw him last. He married a young lady whom I knew.”

In April, 1885, Lamb and his wife Mary sold the property to Lyman P. Munger for
$7,000.00, which is the equivalent to $200,000.00 today. Munger had bought
out his partner and under the name of Munger Brothers carried on a wholesale
business in agricultural machinery until 1871. Upon opening the Munger Lime
Company where they provided the lime that is mixed into the mortar used in the
construction of brick structure. Before that, the brick masons had to slake,
(burn), their own lime in pits at the job site. The Munger Lime Company revolu-
tionized the brick and stone industry. 

In 1884, E. F. Perkins wrote of Munger in The History of Marion County, Mis-
souri, “Mr. Munger may be regarded as a typical American. Making his own way
from an early age unaided, he takes pride in the fact, that, boy and man, he has
always been prepared to meet all obligations at maturity; still he has found time
for the intellectual culture, that gives life its chiefest charm and most abiding
value”. 

The house is built in the Italianate style featuring 5 windows across the front. It
boasts six chimneys, stone window sills, and elaborate wood window hoods.
The eaves/cornices are supported with Italianate style wood corbels and brack-
ets under the low-pitched hip style roof with a large ‘Belvedere’ at the center of
the roof. ‘Belvedere’ is an Italian word for ‘beautiful
view.”

The house sits upon a limestone foundation that
supports the brick façade. The solid, yet soft brick
were meant to be painted. Currently painted white,
many colors have adorned the house over the
years. Originally, a brick red lime wash was used
to stain the brick and the mortar and was a type of
coloring system that was used into the 1870’s.

All of the original 6 over 6 windows, except two, are still in use today. The
muntins, which divide the panes of glass, on the new windows, which were re-
placed sometime in the 1890’s, sport a much wider profile and are not as deli-
cate as the originals. The first floor windows on Bird Street, front of the house,
are pocket windows that work kind of like pocket doors. These pockets allow
the window to be opened through the top of the window jamb into an opening in
the wall above, allowing enough head room for people to walk out of the parlors
directly onto the front porch.

The house could be considered a five story, 7800 square foot house. The walk
out basement featuring nine foot ceilings, 1st, 2nd, 3rd floors and the
‘Belvedere’, which is perched atop the roof. The first floor of the house features
the Billiard room, where Mark Twain spent some time in the spring of 1882
while visiting the first owner of the house, A.W. Lamb. The Family room, Library,
and Front Parlor have all been completely restored and the completely updated
kitchen featuring a center island surrounded by handmade cabinets that opens
to the Dining room. There are a total of five bedrooms including the Master
suite. The three room Master Suite consists of the Bedroom with a fireplace, a
Sitting room and the Master Bath. There are three second floor bedrooms and
a two room, two story suite on the third floor and the ‘Belvedere,’ all with private
baths.

The Lamb-Munger House was chopped up into apartments with drop ceilings
throughout and the caliber of the tenants put the house in serious danger of
abandonment. In 2008, Bob and Pat Yapp purchased the property, and al-
though the house was listed on the National Register of Historic Places as part
of the Central Park National Historic District, in 2011 it became the first ‘Local
Individual Landmark’ in Hannibal.

After extensive restorations, the Yapps have opened there house as Hannibal’s
newest Bed and Breakfast. Offering their home as a place to come and unwind
so that you can relax and enjoy the surroundings of a simpler time. The
Belvedere Inn will be your destination while visiting Hannibal, MO. There con-
tact info is www.belvedereinnhannibal.com where you can make your reserva-
tions or if you have any questions or just give them a call, 
217-799-6086, you’ll get to talk with Pat and she will be more than happy to
help you out.
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BANG!

ACCIDENTS DO HAPPEN.
GET BACK ON THE ROAD BY CALLING

LONERO’S AUTO BODY
3776 PERSHALL ROAD
FERGUSON, MO 63135

524-8006

Sun-Mon.
11am-9pm

Tues. & Thurs.
11am-11pm

Fri.-Sat
11am-12am

418 So. Florissant Road
314-521-2220
fergusonbrewing.com

On Friday, June 19th, an electrical
fire at the brewhouse resulted in
considerable damage in the
kitchen. The rest of the building had
only smoke and water damage.
Fortunately the Skyroom and the
brewing portion of the building was
untouched.

Woodard Restoration was busy the
following Monday morning to begin
the clean up and restoration.

In the meantime, customers are
urged to patronize other fine 
Ferguson venues and to check our
website and social media for 
updates on the Grand Reopening.

Watch ourwebsite forour GrandReOpeningInformation!
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Ferguson 4th of July Youth Achievers – 2015

Olivia “Junie”
Haux

Junie, daughter of Mary and Hadley
Haux, a graduate of Ritenour High
School, has excelled in many
facets of her academic career, 
including the National Honor 
Society, and Ritenour Cardinal 
Ordinates, and the Symphonic
Band. Along with many musical
awards, Junie has found time to do
volunteer work, including band tu-
toring.

Junie connects with the Ferguson
community by working at the
omelet booth at the Ferguson
Farmers’ Market with her family.
She loves the live music, good
foods and the friendly market
goers. She also enjoys the commu-
nity events such as the Summer
Concert Series, the Streetfest, the
4th of July and Northern Lights pa-
rades and festivals.

The family owned business 
located in Ferguson hold a special
attraction for Junie because of the
welcoming atmosphere they
present to their customers. 

Junie plans to attend Forest Park
Community College on the A+ pro-
gram then on to Mizzou to major in
English.

Parris
Nathan

Parris, daughter of Merle and Harry
Nathan, will be a senior of McCluer
High School in the fall. She is on
the Student Library Advisory Coun-
cil, National Honor Society, Student
Government and College Ambassa-
dors. She also plays tennis and is
the on the Varsity Swim Team, as
well as the Ferguson Swim Team.

Parris did not grow up in Ferguson.
In fact, after spending time in sev-
eral different cities in Florida and
Wisconsin, she was just getting
comfortable in her new surround-
ings when she moved to Ferguson.
“I gave no one a chance,” says Par-
ris. “I was always giving my parents
attitude and I was convinced I’d find
a way to get back to Florida; back
to my grandparents, my godparents
and my ‘real’ friends.” When Parris
started Ferguson Middle School
she finally made great friends who
are ‘like family’ to her now.

When Parris started high school
she became involved in the Fergu-
son Youth Initiative where she is
still very active.

“Ferguson is a model community,”
says Parris. “I’ve never felt wel-
come and a part of a community
before. I can’t see myself living
anywhere else.”

Danielle
Doherty

Danielle, daughter of Dan and
Sandy Doherty, is a graduate of
Trinity High School. She is a great
student and top notch athlete, but
what really sets Danielle apart is in
her own words.

“The true test of my Ferguson 
community was this past summer
on August 9th. The name 
‘Ferguson’ became infamous
throughout the world. Our town was
looted, businesses burned and an
attempt was made to destroy 
Ferguson’s reputation. I listened to
helicopters at night. I watched as
the media portrayed a ‘Ferguson’
that isn’t mine. That did not stop my
community. We came together, we
worked, we lived and prayed to-
gether. There were people helping
clean up, putting up boards over
windows, and others making dona-
tions for those who were affected.
It proved to me that there is hope
for my community . . . Ferguson
can and will endure anything and I
know it is a stong community that I
will always call home.”

Danielle plans to attend Bellarmine
University in the fall with hopes to
major in engineering.

Hannah
Moll

Hannah, daughter of Anne and
Keith Moll, is an Incarnate Word
Academy graduate who has been
on the Honor Roll, 1st Honors all 4
years. 

Hannah’s teachers commend her
for outstanding initiative, reliability,
integrity, enthusiasm, responsibility,
organization and originality. In the
newly formed Diversity Leadership
Team, Hannah helped lead conver-
sations and helped create a safe
and respectful environment for 
students to share their stories. Her
message of peace for all was heard
by many.

Hannah is very involved in volun-
teer work and service, particularly
with the Blessed Teresa of Calcutta
Parish. She has volunteered with
Catholic Charities in Logan, West
Virgina, Whole Kids Outreach in
Ellington, Missouri, and with 
Amigos for Christ in Chilinidae,
Nicaragua.

Hannah plans to attend Saint Louis
University to work towards a de-
gree in Communication Sciences
and Disorders / Speech Language
Pathology to become a Speech
Pathologist.

Tyrone (T.J.)
Griffin

T.J. is the son of Colisha 
Johnson and is a graduate of 
McCluer South Berkeley.

T.J. is very interested in music, so
much so that he plans to attend
Webster University to study Jazz
and Music Technique. He is also
very interested in Literature, com-

pleting classes in American, British
and World History. Combining
these interests with his love of
math, he wants to be a full time 
musician with audio 
engineering.

T.J. has 4 years of baseball at
Berkeley, plus 4 years of marching
band, and was the captain of the
marching band and first place
Drumline winner. He also is a 
musician at Mt. Beulah M.B.
Church.

T.J. is an Alpha Scholarship recipi-
ent and volunteers as a Lights of
Alpha member and a Ferguson
Youth Initiative Board Member
where his suggestions of programs,
monitoring of younger board 
members and engagement with 
activities has helped the FYI be 
successful.

About Ferguson, he has this to say,
“It doesn’t matter who you are;
there are people in Ferguson who
will comfort and help you.”

Damien
Sanders

Damien is the son of Tylisha
Sanders and just completed his
senior year at McCluer High
School. Although Damien com-
peted in cross country and
wrestling, his real love is baseball

and soccer, both of which he was
voted captain his senior year.

Damien completed Honors 
Literature class and Honors 
Biology. He has volunteered at the
Matthew Dickeys Boys and Girls
Club and at the Florissant Civic
Center. Damien plans on going to
college and hopefully playing ball
and pursuing a degree in 
English.

He has many nice things to say
about the Ferguson-Florissant
School District. “The teachers care
a lot about the students and I’ve
been able to build some really
stong relationships with most of
them.

“Since the tragic Mike Brown 
situation, the city has gotten
stronger and although the media is
making Ferguson out to be a 
violent place, I love how we have
stuck together and become a better
community.”

Page 18_Layout 1  6/29/15  3:20 PM  Page 1



Page 19

Feel More Secure.
Call a Locksmith.

• Broken off key • Change your locks (just moved in?)
• Sticky locks • Rekey your locks (cheaper than lock change)
• Loose locks • Check all your locks (to be sure they are secure)

Jim Alexander
314.550.0517

Ferguson Police Announces
Promotion of Two Sergeants 

The City of Ferguson Police Department proudly announces the promotion
of two officers to sergeant, including the first African American female ser-
geant in the city’s 120-year history. 

“We are very pleased and excited to enter into this new era for our police
department,” Mayor James Knowles III said. “Promoting these two fine offi-
cers to sergeant is just another step in the right direction for the City of Fer-
guson.” 

Dominica Fuller was initially hired by the City of Fer-
guson as a full time corrections officer in November of
1999. Six years later, Fuller enrolled in the Eastern
Missouri Police Academy, graduating in October of
2005 to become a police officer in the patrol division
for Ferguson. During her career at Ferguson, Fuller
has received two commendations, and also partici-
pated as a focus group panelist for Ferguson-Floris-
sant School District Parents as Teachers, as well as
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD). 

“Sergeant Fuller has been an important member of our department for sev-
eral years,” Ferguson Acting Police Chief Alan Eickhoff said. “She has out-
standing leadership qualities and professional skills that will be very
beneficial in her new position.”  

Mark Leone was hired in February of 2001 as a dis-
patcher for Ferguson, and in November of that year,
he transferred to the corrections department. Shortly
thereafter, Leone entered the Eastern Missouri Police
Academy, graduating in June of 2002 to become a pa-
trolman for the City of Ferguson. Leone, who was pro-
moted to detective in 2006, has earned five
commendations during his time at Ferguson. 

“Sergeant Leone cares very much about the City of
Ferguson,” Eickhoff said. “His loyalty to the police de-
partment, along with his years of experience and

commitment to the community, will go a long way.” 

“I am confident that with these promotions, our police department will be
better able to continue providing Ferguson residents with the highest level
of protection and service,” Knowles said. 

Ferguson City Council Appoints
Judge Donald McCullin as

Municipal Judge 
Ferguson City Council members appointed Judge Donald McCullin as the
new municipal judge for the City effective Wednesday, June 10, 2015.  Mc-
Cullin replaces Judge Roy L.  Richter who was appointed by the Missouri
Supreme Court to handle Ferguson court’s caseload after the release of the
U.S. Justice Department investigation of the Ferguson police department
and the court system. 

Judge Donald L. McCullin was approved by unanimous decision on Tues-
day, June 8, 2015. McCullin currently serves as a hearing officer for the St.
Louis City Parking Commission and the Civil Service Commission.  He also
serves as Disciplinary Hearing Officer for the Advisory Committee of the
Supreme Court of Missouri. 

“Judge McCullin’s experience in the judicial system will be beneficiary to
the residents of the City of Ferguson,” said Ferguson Mayor James
Knowles III. “He’s very well respected throughout the state of Missouri and
we’re looking forward to working with him in the future,” added Knowles.  

Judge McCullin attended public schools in the city of St. Louis and earned
his B.S. from Southern Illinois University, his M.A. from Webster University
and J.D. from St. Louis University Law School where he serves on the
Dean’s Council. He is a member of the Missouri, Illinois, and California
bars.  

He was appointed by Governor Mel Carnahan as circuit judge in the city of
St. Louis in 1999. He is the recipient of numerous awards including: The
Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis President’s Award; The Honorable
Theodore McMillian Award, the Judicial Council Distinguished Service
award and he received recognition as a Legal Legend by the Mound City
Bar Association. 

“I am truly honored and grateful to begin to work with the City of Ferguson
and its judiciary system,” said Judge McCullin. “I plan to work closely with
the Ferguson Police Department and City Council members to ensure that
the residents in the City of Ferguson receive fair treatment in the court sys-
tem,” added McCullin.  

Meanwhile, the City of Ferguson has already begun to make groundbreak-
ing changes in the municipal courts. In September, 2014 the city repealed
the failure to appear charge and no fines have been issued. Also in Sep-
tember, the Ferguson City Council repealed a number of fees it had been
assessing to defendants through the municipal court and set a ceiling on its
budget item for municipal court revenue at 15 percent of the city’s total esti-
mated revenue.

Recall Efforts of Mayor James
Knowles III  

The City of Ferguson received notification that the recall petition submitted
for Mayor James Knowles III, lacks the required number of valid signatures
according to the St. Louis County Board of Election Commissioners. The
petitioners turned in signatures to the City of Ferguson on Wednesday, May
28, 2015. The St. Louis County Board of Election Commissioners began
verifying all signatures on that same day.   

According to the Ferguson Charter Section 8.4 the Ferguson city clerk must
complete a certificate specifying the insufficient number of valid signatures
and provide notice to the petitioners’ committee. The committee has two
days after receiving the certificate to file its intent to file an amended peti-
tion with additional signatures. Those additional signatures must be filed
within ten days. 

“We understand the rights of the petitioners and their recall efforts,” said
Ferguson Mayor James Knowles III. “But for as long as I am Mayor, I will
continue to work with Council and Staff to bring together the citizens of Fer-
guson, and to move our community forward with the many reforms and ini-
tiatives that we have been working on for several months.” added Knowles.  

According to the City Charter, if a petition is certified insufficient and the pe-
titioners’ committee does not elect to amend the petition with additional sig-
natures, the clerk shall promptly present the certificate to council and the
certificate shall be a final determination as to the sufficiency of the petition.  

Paid Summer Employment Program!
Qualifications:
• Must be between the ages of 16-23
• Must live in either 63135 or 63136
• Must provide the following documents:

-Birth Certificate or Social Secrity Card -Picture ID
-Piece of mail to verify your address

Apply online at <http://mersgoodwill.org/stl-youth-jobs-ferguson/>

For questions, place contact:
Patrick D. McCulloch <pmcculloch@mersgoodwill.org<
or  Jarica Robinson <jrobinson@mersgoodwill.org>

Page 19_Layout 1  6/29/15  3:21 PM  Page 1



Page 20

EarthDance Organic Farm School 
Receives USDA Organic Certification

EarthDance is thrilled to announce that on
March 19, 2015, the nonprofit Organic

Farm School in Ferguson, Missouri was awarded its long-awaited official or-
ganic certification!

The organization operates the historic Mueller Farm, a property that has
been farmed organically since 1883. Certification for EarthDance, then, is
sealing a long-standing tradition of practicing agricultural methods that stew-
ard the land and community. This makes organic certification a meaningful
and momentous step forward for EarthDance and its customers. It is also
meaningful for consumers of organic foods who also prefer locally-grown:
EarthDance is the only certified organic farm in St. Louis city or county.

What is Organic?

Certified organic crops are grown in compliance with the standards estab-
lished by the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Organic Stan-
dards Board: Organic farming methods must “integrate cultural, biological,
and mechanical practices that foster cycling of resources, promote ecologi-
cal balance, and conserve biodiversity.” The following substances and prac-
tices are not allowed on organic farms:  irradiation, sewage sludge,
synthetic fertilizers, prohibited pesticides, and GMO (Genetically Modified
Organism) seeds. Farming operations must “demonstrate that they are pro-
tecting natural resources, conserving biodiversity, and using only approved
substances.”

What does “organic” look like at EarthDance? Cover cropping, composting,
and crop rotation are just a few organic practices employed.

The Certification Process

The preparation process is rigorous (EarthDance worked towards getting its
farm certified for 3 years) but not necessarily in the ways one might expect.
It is a commonly held belief that the application process and inspection itself
pose the most time-intensive challenges. For EarthDance, that challenge
was, according to Founding Director Molly Rockamann, establishing and
maintaining “record-keeping systems for the farm.”

If you are asking yourself if certification is worth working towards for your
farm, Rockamann offers key points of advice: 1. “Farmers who are already
using sustainable practices - like we were - go ahead and do the paperwork
to get certified as organic” because “the recordkeeping makes you a better
farmer.” 2. “The costs of certification can be significantly offset (75% or up to
$750 of the total costs) through the federal organic certification cost-share
program.”

Farmer & Consumer Benefits

Certification allows farmers to sell, label, and represent the crops they work
hard to grow organically. Being able to use the most recognized and univer-
sally-accepted term for sustainably-grown, “organic”, provides a major mar-
keting advantage. In addition, consumers and communities gain confidence
in knowing that a third party inspection and process has verified the farmers’
claim of organic practices.

Five students from the Ferguson-Florissant School District will be among 48
rising high school sophomores to participate in the prestigious Washington
University College Prep Program.

The students . . .
Teighlor Carroll (McCluer South-Berkeley)
Destiny Houston (McCluer)
Keylana Jenkins (McCluer)
Maya Morris (McCluer)
Jacob Vivian (McCluer)

. . . were selected from more than 100 who applied to the free program. The
students will lived and studied on campus June 7-19.

Washington University introduced College Prep in 2014.  The goal of the
program is to prepare students academically and socially for college.  Stu-
dents take classes for college credit, draft a college essay and become part
of a community of scholars.  They also engage in health and fitness activi-
ties, develop leadership skills, and make new friends.

In addition to the initial two weeks of the program, College Prep scholars
also attend workshops, lectures and campus activities throughout the school
year.   They return, for three weeks, to Wash U each summer after complet-
ing their sophomore and junior years for additional college preparation.
Many of the participants are the first in their family to attend college.  Stu-
dents are nominated to College Prep by a teacher or member of the St.
Louis community who can attest to the student’s love of learning.

Students Chosen for Wash U’s
Prestigious College Prep Program

New Pastor for St. Peter’s
United  Church of Christ

News From Oak Hill Baptist Church

Organic Farm
–by Jenna Fleischmann, 
EarthDance Marketing Coordinator

Rev. Patrick D. Chandler has been chosen
to be the next pastor of St. Peter’s United
Church of Christ at 1425 Stein Road at
West Florissant in Ferguson. Rev. Chan-
dler is a graduate of Barton College (BA in
Religion and Philosophy) in Wilson, NC,
and The Candler School of Theology at
Emory University (MDiv) in Atlanta, Geor-
gia. 

With 15 years of leadership serving local
congregations and having been highly in-
volved or employed at the congregational,
regional, and general levels of the church,
Patrick has a deep love for God and a pas-

sion for God’s justice best revealed when the Church throws open wide its
doors to be a place of extravagant welcome and radical hospitality to all
people. 

Rev. Chandler is married and is the parent of three children. He began his
ministry June 21st.

Samuel Mwangi, Youth Director of Oak Hill Baptist Church, 3166 Pershall
Road in Ferguson, was ordained as a Minister on Sunday, May 24. Stephen
Chege, Pastor of Full Glory Church in Kenya, officiated the ceremony.
Stephen Chege is a family friend from Kenya, Africa.

In attendance were Esther, Samuel’s wife and son, Sammy. Mr. Mwangi re-
cently graduated from Washington University in St. Louis. Oak Hill Baptist
Church is noted as a friendly church, which welcomes one and all.

Pictured above from the left is Samuel Mwangi, Stephen Chege and
Pastor Harry Birlew.

Historical Facts?
In George Washington's days, there were no cameras.  One's image was
either sculpted or painted.  Some paintings of George Washington showed
him standing behind a desk with one arm behind his back while others
showed both legs and both arms. 

Prices charged by painters were not based on how many people were to
be painted, but by how many limbs were to be painted.  Arms and legs are
'limbs,' therefore painting them would cost the buyer more.

Hence the expression, 'Okay, but it'll cost you an arm and a leg.'  (Artists
know hands and arms are more difficult to paint.)

As incredible as it sounds, men and women took baths only twice a 
year. (May and October) Women kept their hair covered, while men 
shaved their heads (because of lice and bugs) and wore wigs.  Wealthy 
men could afford good wigs made from wool.  They couldn't wash the 
wigs, so to clean them they would carve out a loaf of bread, put the 
wig in the shell, and bake it for 30 minutesThe heat would make the wig big
and fluffy, hence the term 'big wig.......'  

Today we often use the term 'here comes the Big Wig' because someone
appears to be or is powerful and wealthy.

–Thanks, Tom Lemp
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Djeli Tales
By Mama Lisa Gage

Fundisha Turns 20!
Oh my, has it been 20 years al-
ready?  What a grand journey it has
been.  Though new to Ferguson,
Fundisha Enterprises is not new to
St. Louis.

Armed with three young children
aged five, four, and two years old, I
took up the challenge of trying to
raise them alone.  Being a di-
vorced, single mother not only
changed my life, but helped me to
develop a better relationship with
my community.  Like all moms, I
needed help with finding local activ-
ities geared towards enriching my
kids.  Yet, my desire was to have
them immersed in Black Arts.

By the mid 1990s, I had already
danced with five dance companies.
I gained my first professional expe-
riences with the St. Louis Black
Repertory Company under director
Ron Himes and choreographer Terri
Brown.  My feet danced on to the
beats of Cambooley (Oswald
Moses of Trinidad), Afi Ama Folk
Performing Company, Unity Art En-
semble, and the McCree Theater
dancers of Detroit.  I stretched my
skills to include drumming and song
and became inspired to delve
deeper by get training in costume
making and design.

I began to travel throughout the
year to attend African dance confer-
ences.  These dance feasts always
included people from around the
world sharing their cultural and oral
traditions in dress, language, foods,
and folklore.  I was on fire as I galli-
vanted to Los Angeles, New Or-
leans, Boulder, New York, Chicago,
Washington D.C., San Diego, Den-
ver, Indianapolis, Atlanta, Orlando,
Oakland and East St. Louis in
search of my roots. 

Rooting myself deeper helped to
propel me to an epiphany; why
send my kids to other programs for
arts enrichment?  I can do it myself!
And I did.  In 1995, I founded
Fundisha Enterprises, a cultural
arts education company.  I decided
to focus on Pan-African legacies
that were kept alive not only Africa,
but in the Caribbean and in the
Americas as well.  The company
has since provided music, song,
dance, folklore, and craft arts in-
struction to thousands of kids in the
St. Louis metro area.  

In those early years, I catered to
single moms.  Having three kids
under the age of six meant that no
one wanted to babysit for me.  So, I
empowered myself by hosting other
families of children which gave
those moms a chance to grocery
shop or take a nap without the
worry of rushing to pick up their
kids from weekend classes.  Nearly
30 students spent four-hour ses-
sions with me, and I even fed them
lunch.  We grew together to enjoy
one another in Mama Lisa’s little vil-
lage. The lessons began to spread
to places outside of the home-stu-
dio and spilled into schools,
churches, colleges, and museums.
The performances and workshops
helped to fund field trips, supplies,
and costumes.  Today, several of
my students can literally attest to
having 20 years of African cultural
training with Mama Lisa at
Fundisha Enterprises!  Wow!

In celebration of our achievements,
we would like to invite you to join us
at the Missouri History Museum on
Sunday, July 12 at 2 p.m.  Fundisha
will present a FREE folktale per-
formance, Buseji the Sacred Mask
Tree.  I will spin a tale of where
masks come from as the stage
comes alive with music, song, and
dance.  Many of the performers and
musicians are former company
members and supporters whom
have been with us along the way,
including folk arts master Kasa
Panzu of the Democratic Republic
of the Congo.   

How can your kids get involved?
Bring them to our free African
dance class on Saturday, July 11 at
10:30 a.m. to learn dances from the
show. (Missouri History Museum)
As an added bonus, I will also be
partnering with Carol Swartout
Klein, author of Painting for Peace
in Ferguson, by leading a free
dance workshop on Tuesday, July
28 at 11 a.m. (Missouri History Mu-
seum).  

Thanks so very much St. Louis for
an incredible opportunity to service
our children and families for the
past 20 years.  Be sure to hang on
for what we will be providing in
these next 20 years.  And as al-
ways, I encourage you to put a little
life in your culture and some culture
in your life.
(http://www.mohistory.org/files/[field
_directory-
raw]/event_brochure/Fundisha.pdf )

2015 Summer Reading Program
Summer reading at the Ferguson Municipal Public Library continues! There
is still time for you to sign up and track your reading for some great prizes!
Everyone is invited to join. All you need is a valid Ferguson library card to
participate. Visit the library or call 521-4820 for more information today!

Summer Tutoring at the Ferguson Municipal Public Library
Tutoring continues this summer at the Ferguson Municipal Public Library on
Wednesdays from 6pm to 8pm. Our tutors can handle just about anything –
math, science, English, even some foreign languages! Registration is not
required, but our tutors do ask that anyone interested in participating to
please fill out the form at tinyurl.com/fytsummersignup so that they have
enough tutors to accommodate everyone. Call the library at 521-4820 for
more information. Thank you to our tutors and students who have made
this program a success!

Big changes to the library!
We hope that you will pardon our dust as we make some improvements to
the Ferguson Municipal Public Library in the coming months! 

•  We have a new self-serve copier/fax machine, with lower prices and new
functionality. Faxing now costs a flat fee of 50¢ a page and copying now
costs 10¢ a page. You can also scan an item and send it to an email 
address. 
•  We have updated all the computers and networking infrastructure and
added presentation equipment, all thanks to a LSTA Library Improvement
grant from the Missouri State Library. This project is supported by the Insti-
tute of Museum and Library Sciences under the provisions of the Library
Services and Technology Act as administered by the Missouri State Library,
a division of the Office of the Secretary of State. 
•  We have added new computers to the children’s area and a mobile com-
puter lab thanks to a phenomenally generous donation from the Laura Arril-
laga-Andreessen Foundation and HP.  
•  We are installing new carpet throughout the library for an updated look
and feel. This may make getting to some areas tricky while carpet is in-
stalled at that point, so please bear with us and ask a staff member for
help. 

Come by the library and check out the changes today!
Readings on Race Book Club
Join our Readings on Race Book Club for a discussion on this month’s se-
lection. Anyone having trouble getting a copy of this month’s book should
contact the library director, Scott Bonner, at sbonner@fergusonlibrary.net.
For more information, please contact the group facilitators, Dan Sachs at
202-309-5875, or Carla Fletcher at 314-524-3644.

Mama Lisa and Fundisha Enterprises

The 3rd annual The Taste in Ferguson fundraiser event for the Robbie Mc-
Gartland the Samantha Lipka Memorial Scholarship Fund has moved to a
new date this year, Sunday September 13th, 2015. The event will again be
held at the Savoy Banquet Center located at 119 S. Florissant Rd. from 3-6pm. 

We are excited to announce Centene Corporation as this year’s major
event sponsor.  The Clayton base management health care company is
building a new claims processing facility at 2900 Pershall Road at the old
Ackerman Buick site.  The center is expected to open by the end of the
year and is bringing 200 new jobs to Ferguson.  One of Centene’s core be-
liefs is becoming involved in the very community that they work and live in.
As they found out more about how The Taste in Ferguson event is raising
scholarship money for grade school and high school students and the suc-
cess we had in the first two years, they are just as excited to be our major
sponsor.  We are very grateful for Centene’s support as well as the support
of all our other sponsors, and food vendors, The City of Ferguson and our
volunteers. We are expecting another great event this year.

Many of your food vendors are returning this year, along with new restau-
rants who will be serving up delicious food samples to satisfy your appetite.
This year’s event will include beer and wine tasting, music entertainment,
cooking demonstrations, children’s activities and a silent auction.  A food,
family, fun event on a Sunday afternoon in September!

Tickets this year will be $20.00 for adults and children age 11 years and
older. Children age 10 and under are free.  Tickets go on sale July 15,
2015. You can purchase them at the Whistle Stop, Robinwood Automotive,
and Ferguson Farmers Market on Saturdays or on-line at www.thetastein-
ferguson.com.   

For anyone who would like to get involved with our fundraiser event, we
have volunteer opportunities available. We have room for a few more food
vendors. Business or individual sponsorships are also available. Our email
address is info@thetasteinferguson.com or visit the website at
www.thetasteinferguson.com. 

So clear your schedules, save the date, mark your calendars, program your
smart phones, bring the family, grab a group of friends for the 3rd annual
The Taste in Ferguson event on Sunday September 13, 2015 3-6 pm at the
Savoy Banquet Center.
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The Best of
Ferguson

This column is devoted to the
people of Ferguson

whose efforts and dedication
make Ferguson the 

“Community of Choice”

– by Ruffina Farrokh 
Anklesaria, M.A.

JEFF FINNEGAN
Pastoral Associate, Blessed 
Teresa of Calcutta parish

“Self-effacing, kind, approachable, inclusive, humble, service, available,
willing, caring.” These are some of the words that come to mind when I
think of Jeff Finnegan, Pastoral Associate at Blessed Teresa of Calcutta
and this month’s featured “Best of Ferguson.” 

Pictured at the left is Father
Rosy with Jeff Finnegan at
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta
parish office. Pope Francis is in
the framed picture and the digi-
tal display features Father
Rosy’s recent trip to Rome.

I met Jeff about 12 years ago
when I first came to Ferguson.
My girls had enrolled at our
local Catholic school, then Sts
John and James, now Blessed
Teresa of Calcutta. I met with
him privately after a
parent/teachers’ meeting to
discuss a matter of faith that
had been on my mind. I found
him easy to talk to, open to
what I had to ask and skillful in
his reply to a difficult question.
He was grounded in his knowl-
edge of the church, having

been in the seminary for six and a half years. He was personable as a
guide to parishioners like me needing advice. 

I heard from my girls over the years of his various activities with their
classes. I met him at school engagements. He came to my home the day
after my husband passed away, with a rose and kind words. He called on
us and invited my daughter, Anahita, to participate in youth group retreats,
to the annual pro-life march in Washington, D.C., to out-of-state projects, to
weekly youth group meetings, to volunteer at Karen House, a Catholic
Worker shelter for homeless women and children, and to do service hours
with the parish. Annie was traditionally home-schooled until Grade 2. She
joined Keystone Online High School from Grade 7 on, when my husband
became gravely ill. We felt it was the best thing for our whole family to keep
her close to him during the last 2-3 years of his life. Being home-schooled,
it meant a lot that Jeff kept her in the loop and invited her to go along with
old BTC friends on various excursions.

Going to church at BTC, I often met Jeff, smiling and welcoming with a big
hug. There was something soft, gentle, yet firm and kind, that came with his
smile. When you spoke to him, you had his full attention. Over the course of
my life, I have met people of diverse backgrounds and in many settings.
Just a handful stand out for the radiant grace they bring with them and
share with all those around. Jeff is one of them. I feel God’s presence in his
humility and service to our community and to the Blessed Teresa of Cal-
cutta parish.

As I began my interview with Jeff, he tried to convince me to focus on the
various group activities, not on him; so like the Jeff I admire! I told him that
his silent and supportive work for everyone for the past 25 years is a great
asset to us all and it is in keeping with my goal to focus on the 
“Best of Ferguson.”

Jeff gives religious classes once a week at BTC school which has a 40%
non-Catholic, though Christian, student population. He serves in the BTC
parish that brought together the cities of Ferguson, Dellwood, Kinloch,
Berkeley, part of Jennings, Normandy, and Calverton Park, under its wing
10 years ago. 

Two days a week Jeff works with the St Vincent de Paul Ministry of the BTC
parish, picking up food from the warehouse of Operation Food Search to
stock local pantries on Fridays. He is quick to inform me that many volun-
teers make this drive possible. On Tuesdays he takes food to the Old Fire
House for distribution.

Twice a month he assists with Room At The Inn at BTC. This is a national
organization run by the Sisters of Divine Providence, with over 60 congre-
gations participating. Women and children are accommodated at the parish
center two nights a month. Guests are given hospitality and dinner, spend

Ferguson Library Chosen as “Best
Municipal Library”

Our own little library became the model for all libraries in the country when
it was selected as the 2015 Gale/LJ Library of the year. Ferguson Library
was chosen because of how it reacted to the crisis and the aftermath of
riots brought on by the shooting of Michael Brown in August of last year.
Incidentally, second place in the competition when to Nashville, TN servic-
ing a population of over 500,000

The library with its part-time staff, a growing number of volunteers and part-
ners, and its director, Scott Bonner, who is the library’s lone full-time em-
ployee, was the one venue that stayed open to serve and support the
community during the many months of unrest that followed the incident.

When the first outbreak of civil unrest occurred, Bonner was in just his fifth
week on the job. It would have been easier to close the library as many ex-
pected. Instead, Bonner had the courage and commitment to the commu-
nity to keep it open and to partner with teachers and community agencies
to provide education, information, and emotional sustenance to the citi-
zenry, including its children.

John N. Berry III writes, “The schools were closed, the streets were in
chaos, and the emotions of the residents were at a breaking point. The Fer-
guson Library, concerned for the safety of its citizens, especially children,
stayed open throughout the crisis, providing a place for learning and in
which students and teachers could meet to create a level of normalcy. The
library became the center of community support. It was where people came
to get help.”

Art teacher Carrie Pace from the Walnut Grove School asked Bonner if the
library space could be used by teachers to provide an educational experi-
ence for Ferguson children during that difficult time. The school district
closed indefinitely at the beginning of the school year, so the library created
an “ad hoc school on the fly,” with volunteers and teachers and programs
for children centered in one area of the library. The demand grew so high
that the program was expanded and more space was found in the nearby
Baptist Church. In the beginning, roughly 40 students came to the classes,
but three days later the enrollment grew to 150, and by the end of the
week, more than 200 students and over 100 teachers and volunteers 
participated in both locations.

The program continued after area schools reopened and teachers returned.
The staff at the St. Louis headquarters of Teach for America (TFA) stepped
in to take over. Later on, magic shows, crafts, and other activities kept the
kids entertained and alleviated pressure on caregivers and parents.

There is so many more positive events happening at the library, space does
not permit their retelling, but go to the Gale/LJ and Ferguson Municipal Li-
brary websites and read why we should be very proud of our little library.

Even though it’s been almost a year since our community was and still is
bombarded with negative publicity, it feels good to be proud of Ferguson.

the night and have breakfast before leaving. Jeff picks up guests and volun-
teers bring meals and prepare and serve them. My daughter Julee did this
at another local church, slept overnight with the women and children in this
program, and I picked her up after she had helped serve breakfast. This
helped her to get the service hours she needed to complete her semester
work at BTC. This is one of the things I really appreciated about the educa-
tion at BTC - it produced well-rounded students who focused both on 
academics and on service to the community.

Both my girls also volunteered at Karen House Catholic Worker in down-
town St Louis, while they were BTC students, under Jeff’s supervision.
They watched the kids, folded laundry, did dishes and whatever else was
required to make this full-time shelter for homeless women and children a
little brighter. The facility is staffed by volunteers who live in the community.

As Pastoral Associate, Jeff visits hospitals to take communion and to pray
for the sick. He conducts prayer services and serves communion at the
BTC chapel.

He takes BTC students to volunteer once a month with the Missionaries of
Charity, another emergency shelter for homeless women and children and
to Oak Knoll Nursing Home and Christian Care Home for seniors. In sum-
mer, he takes youth groups to Mission trips in West Virginia, cleaning up
after floods, or to Ellington in southern Missouri for home repairs. In July, he
will take Catholic youths to the Youth Conference in Springfield, MO. 

Jeff represents what is best in our city through his numerous activities in
the parish and community, his joy in serving all and his approachable and
friendly nature. I asked him what would be his motto, and he said: “Allow
God to use us as conduit for His work.” I salute Jeff as he truly embodies
this motto.

Ruffina Farrokh Anklesaria, M.A., has been a Ferguson resident for the
past 12 years. She is a TSM Meditation Instructor, Stress Management
Consultant; and Wellness Corporate Trainer. www.BestAgainstStress.com
314 521 4390
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Private and
Semi-Private

Rooms 
Available

Calendar of Events In and Around Ferguson
Complete Details of These Events Throughout the Paper

Town Hall Meeting – Comm. Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wed., July 1
4th of July Festival – Florissant Rd. and January Wabash Pk. . . . . Sat., July 4
North County Chamber Membership Mtg.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thurs., July 9
Concert Series – Fanfare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fri., July 10
Pasta Dinner – BTC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., July 11
Neil Simon’s FOOLS – Trinity High School . . . . Fri., Sat., Sun., July 10, 11, 12
Ferguson Christian Church Bible School . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mon.-Fri., July 13-17
Meskiwaki Casino Trip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tues.,-Thurs, July 14-16
Sunday Parkways. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sun., July 19
Food Trucks at 501 Plaza . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mon., July 20
Lunch and Bingo – Community Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thurs., July 23
Concert Series – Righteous Mind Project. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fri., July 24
Two Tmes Two – St. Peters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fri., July 24
Fairmount Park Trip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tues., July 28
City Council Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tues., July 28
Trip to Milwaukee – Cards vs. Brewers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fri.-Sun., Aug. 7- 9
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Stay
In The

Neighborhood
We have been serving North County Residents

with 24-hour nursing care for over 66 years.

Exceptional Service At Reasonable Rates

MEDICARE / MEDICAID CERTIFIED

Oak Knoll Nursing &
Rehabilitation Center

37 N. CLARK – FERGUSON
314-521-7419

Coming Soon

Rain, Rain, Go Away

As I write this, it has rained for days and days. It
reminds me of a time in the late 1970s when we
were experiencing torrential rains.

My daughter, Ann, worked down at Grand and
Hwy. 40 and to get home at the end of the day
would come north on Grand to Hwy. 70 and

back to Ferguson. That particular night she was
caught in heavy traffic with water standing on the

road; cars going through several inches of water
and her own car hydroplaning a few times.

She finally got to South Florissant Road and it was dead stop. She got out
of the car and walked down to the bridge over Maline creek (between
Faracci Pizza and Marley’s). The creek water was running over the bridge
as well as under, and every car that tried to go through was stalling. A
whole group of people were pushing the car off the bridge and then pro-
ceed to push the next one. Ann decided to park her car and walk home (we
lived on Tiffin).

She got as far as Weigel and fell in a hole. She went completely under the
water and when she got back on her feet continued to walk across the
bridge. I’ve been reading lately that 6 inches of water can sweep you off
your feet and 12 inches of water can sweep away a car. I think she was
very lucky to somehow manage to stay on her feet.

As she headed up Suburban, two men in a canoe were paddling down the
middle of the street. They lived on a small street off of Suburban and were
having a party, but they ran out of beer. They were on their way to St.
John’s Liquor store (now the Brewhouse) and decided to take the canoe
rather than risk driving their car. Little did Ann know that her sister was at
that party and was at their house patiently waiting for the beer. Well the two
men got a ticket . . . I’m not sure what the charge was (walking in the
street – oops I mean paddling in the street; PWI paddling while intoxi-
cated?). 

Well, Ann finally arrived home after spending 3 hours on the road and
drenched from head to foot. As she walked in the door she expected all
kinds of sympathy. Instead our sewers were backing up into the basement
and everyone was downstairs standing on the sewers trying to block the
water from getting in. Ann claims I yelled at her to quit crying and stand on
one of the  sewers. I don’t remember that part but the sewer backup was a
regular occurrence. Years later I read in the Post Dispatch that the head of
Metropolitan Sewer District said that his company was going to become
‘kinder and gentler’ (whatever that means).

Since his name was published in the paper, I called him. And, what do you
know, he answered his phone. (It was lunch time and I think his secretary
was out of the office.) He listened to my long story about the many times

we called MSD and some-
one would come out and
say there was nothing to
be done. He didn’t believe
it until he looked up the
records.

It turns out, the sewer was
collapsed right down the
street from our house. The
manhole in front of our
house would fill with water
and then backup in our
house and the two houses
next to us. MSD dug up
the street and fixed the

sewer and that was the end of the backups.

As I recall, we had lots and lots of rain that year  . . . almost as bad as
1993. Because of the wet weather, a huge backhoe sat in our front yard for
a very long time. I never complained because it could sit there all year if it
fixed the sewer problem.

Incidentally, Ann is still very wary of heavy rain. I wonder if she has 
ventured outside the last few weeks or so.

Ask Grandma

ROBYN L. STRANQUIST
Attorney at Law

101 Darst Road • Ferguson, MO 63135
314-521-1401

Historical Facts?
In the heyday of sailing ships, all war ships and many freighters carried iron
cannons. Those cannons fired round iron cannon balls. It was necessary to
keep a good supply near the cannon. However, how to prevent them from
rolling about the deck?  The best storage method devised was a square-
based pyramid with one ball on top, resting on four resting on nine, which
rested on sixteen.  Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be stacked in a
small area right next to the cannon.  There was only one problem.......how
to prevent the bottom layer from sliding or rolling from under the others. 

The solution was a metal plate called a 'Monkey' with 16 round indenta-
tions. However, if this plate were made of iron, the iron balls would quickly
rust to it.  The solution to the rusting problem was t o make 'Brass Mon-
keys.' Few landlubbers realize that brass contracts much more and much 
faster than iron when chilled. Consequently, when the temperature 
dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink so much that the 
iron cannonballs would come right off the monkey; Thus, it was quite 
literally, 'Cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass monkey.'

(All this time, you thought that was an improper expression, didn't you.) 

Page 23_Layout 1  6/29/15  3:23 PM  Page 1



“Don’t Scrap It, Sharpen It”
Carter’s Superior
Sharpening Service

(314) 591-7902
Lawn Mower Blades, Chain

Saws, Carbide and Steel
Blades, Drills, Knives, 

Scissors and Hand Saws

Nu Way
Heating,

Air Conditioning,
& Generators

Jeff Westermann

314.521.1144
For all your Generator needs!

Licensed, Bonded 
and Insured

OPEN MAIN
SEWER AND
DRAINS

Prices starting at
$55.00

Free Estimates on
Plumbing Repairs

Office 521-5590       Cell 346-0153

Ferguson
License
Office

728 South Florissant 

Rules for obtaining
Drivers License:

• U.S. Birth Certificate 
(certified with embossed, 
stamped or raised seal –
not hospital certificates)           

• Social Security Number
• Proof of Missouri 

residence
Note: There are some

exceptions. 
Visit www.dor.mo.gov

Mon. – Fri. 
9am-5pm

Saturday 8am-noon
(314) 521-2360

ALL THINGS
CONSTRUCTED

The local concrete &
stone specialist
• Stamped and Colored 

Concrete
• Design & Building
• Innovative Walls

• Stone and Block Patios
• Heavy Hauling & 

Excavating

Licensed and Insured
314-438-9739

License
Plates

Driver’s
LicenseDriver’s

License

Interior
Plaster, Patch

and Crack Repair
Specialist
Free Estimates

20 years experience
Call Larry

(314) 521-5257 or
(314) 412-0048

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICE
Repairing & Remodeling Specialists

• Carpentry • Plumbing • Electrical • Painting • Roofing • Siding • Ceramic Tile 
• Windows • Doors • Decks • Tuckpointing • Concrete • Gutters • Wood Flooring

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements • Leafproof Gutter Protection
Serving all of North County – SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Established in 1977
rrs TM

Big or Small We do it All!              Licensed & Insured
MARK & JOE Phone 868-4122

RUFFINO Cell 740-2176

Charles A. James
A t t o r n e y  a t  L a w

Clients may meet in Ferguson
by appointment

3 1 4 • 5 2 1 - 1 8 8 8
cajesq@mac.com

• Wills • Trusts • Power of Attorney 
• Estate Planning • Corporations 
• Taxes • Partnerships
• General Business • Limited Liability Companies
• Contracts • Real Estate • Traffic

MEALS ON WHEELS
NEEDS

VOLUNTEERS
Please contact Dave or
Theresa at 741-1930 

Apartments
Available.
Call to See.

11 Cardigan Drive
314.524.4513

www.CrinnionLaw.com

Wills, trusts, estate planning,
power of attorney, 

real estate, contracts, 
business, family law, traffic

Kathy McCourt
Ferguson, Missouri 

Phone:
314-524-3437

www.kathymccourt.mygc.com

A+ rating BBB

Want a fresh look?

TLC Construction and
Remodeling, LLC

No job too BIG, no job too small
314-265-7145

Gutters,
Facia, Soffit,

Siding

LM Contracting Services
314.327.3981

Reattach damaged gutters. 
Replace or repair.

We can save you money!
Leaf Guards now available.

IVERSIFIED

PAINTING and CONTRACTING LLC
Residential / Commercial

Water and fire damage repaired
Kitchen & bath remodeling available
Paint / Drywall / Plaster / Stucco
Fully Licensed and Insured
Free Estimates
diversifiedpaintingllc@gmail.com

Give us a call  314.203.7587

TEAKWOOD
Barber Shop
Marty welcomes old and
new customers.
117 So. Florissant Rd.
(in the Savoy Bldg.)

521-9199
Tues., Wed., Thurs.,
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Teakwood is a union
shop.

803 So. Florissant Road, 
Ferguson • 524-3440

$10 off $100 repair or service bill

$20 off $200 repair or service bill

$30 off $300 repair or service bill
Coupon expires 7-31-15. Not valid with any other offer.

www.robinwoodauto.com

4th of July 
Special!

1 So. Florissant Road
Ferguson, MO • 522-8484

Help Us Celebrate 50 Wonderful Years!
Join us for a week-long celebration 

July 20-25
Special events, sales, fun, 

and prizes each day!
Check our facebook page for more details.

Bring in this coupon for an
EXTRA $5 OFF
your eyeglass order

Coupon good 7-20 thru 7-25-15

SERVICE AND QUALITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

ODD JOBS THAT NEED 
TO GET DONE?

Bill Garvey
The Handyman

(314) 521-9781
(314) 458-9929
Carpentry, Painting,

Plumbing, Home 
Repairs, Yard Work

No job too small
Quality, Reliable, Honest 
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