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58 Saturday,
April 16th

Ferguson Indoor
Farmers’ Market

Find friendly farmers, meat vendors,
specialty baked goods, teas, olive

oils, coffees, made-to-order omelets,
and other natural goodies.
St. Stephen’s Church

33 North Clay
This is the last indoor market. See
you outside at Victorian Plaza on

May 7th.

9:00 am to noon
April 18th

Outdoor Market
Begins May 7th

The Ferguson City Council will meet twice in April.
All meetings will be held in the 

City Council Chambers at 110 Church Street. 
The meeting dates are:

Tuesday, April 19 at 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, April 26 at 7:00 p.m.

Ferguson City Election April 5th
PROPOSITION E BALLOT – Introduces additional revenues from the Eco-
nomic Development Sales Tax. Economic Development in Ferguson pro-
vides many critical services to the community including facilitating and
planning for the future of our residents, and assisting businesses in 
Ferguson.

Plans for future revenue generated by the extension of the sales tax include
major retail development, redevelopment and expansion of existing retail as
well as recruiting new, targeted brands to the area.

Sales taxes are paid by anyone who purchases goods or services in Fergu-
son. This means that the tax burden is spread over residents rather than just
those who own property. In addition, a portion of the burden is paid by trav-
elers or visitors who make purchases. 

If the sales tax is increased it will still be comparable to the regional destina-
tions where many Ferguson residents go to shop. Sales tax rates in Hazel-
wood are 10.00%, Florissant is 10.19% and Black Jack is 11.13%. 

PROPOSITION P BALLOT – Introduces a Property Tax Increase of .40 per
$100 Assessed Value property tax increase. The average home value in
Ferguson is around $89,600 a typical tax bill should be $1,670.19 with the
proposed .40 property tax increase the average bill would be around
$1,708, an additional $37 to their tax bill.  

City Manager De’Carlon Seewood states that if both Propositions are not
passed by Ferguson voters in April, the city will be forced to make tough de-
cisions which could mean layoffs and a reduction in services. Without the
tax levies some of the proposed budget cuts will include laying off some Po-
lice and Fire personnel along with other  municipal employee staff reduc-
tions. If both Propositions pass, there will be a potential increase to the
budget by $1.4 million which will mean most services will continue as nor-
mal. There will still be a need for budget reductions. 

More information
For more information about the Propositions E & P, visit the city’s website at:

www.fergusoncity.com or call 314-801-8540.

FERGUSON COUNCIL ELECTION – Elect one Council Representative
from each Ward among the following candidates: 
Ward 1, Linda Lipka (unopposed) –
Ward 2, Heather Robinett, Annette Jenkins, Robert “Bob” Hudgins –
Ward 3, Keith Kallstrom (incumbent and unopposed)

FERGUSON-FLORISSANT SCHOOL BOARD – Elect two members from
the allowing candidates: Leslie Suzanne Hogshead, Connie Harge, Roger
Hines and Donna Marie Dameron.

COCKTAIL & APPETIZER RECEPTION
SATURDAY, MAY 7TH

7:00 p.m to 9:30 p.m.
149 North Elizabeth, Ferguson

$25 / Person
Contact 314-302-7589 for tickets

All Proceeds Support of the 
Ferguson 4th of July Festival

May 13
May 27
June 10
June 24
July 8
July 22
August 12
August 26
September 9
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Corners Frameshop & Gallery will host local authors for its
First Friday event on April 1st, from 6 – 9 pm.  Ferguson

author Braxton DeGarmo will be signing his newly released
novel, book five in his Medair action thriller series.  James Veech will dis-
cuss & sign his new book, entitled The Hard Way IS The Easy Way. Other
local authors will also be on hand to discuss and sign copies of their books.

AN EARTH DAY KALEIDOSCOPE: Art Show by Students of St. Rose
Philippine Duchesne School will take place from April 21st -May 6th.
Opening Reception will be on Thursday, April 21, 4 - 7 p.m. and on May
22nd-June 26th, LAUDATO SI': Exhibit by Sisters and Priest of Archdio-
cese of St. Louis will be on display. Opening Reception on Sunday, May
22, 1 - 5 p.m. Join us for these events at Shepherding Images Studio, 252
S. Florissant in Ferguson.

Would you like to write an icon?  Glynnis, of Shepherding Studio would be
happy to guide you through the process.  The cost is $30 for materials.
There is no charge for instruction, although good will offerings are ac-
cepted. Lessons need to take place in 2-4 hour blocks of time during regu-
lar business hours (Tuesday-Friday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. and Saturdays, Noon
- 4 p.m.). Estimate a minimum of 20 hours to complete your work.  For
more information and to sign up, please call  314-522-1155.

FRIDAY, APRIL 1, LADIES' SOBER PAINT: An Alternative to Paint and Sip
•  WHEN: Friday, April 1, 7:00 - 10:00 p.m.
•  WHERE: Shepherding Images Studio, 252 S. Florissant in Ferguson.  
•  WHAT: Paint your own image of recovery.  
•  COST: $10 for materials.  Donations welcome to cover 

studio/gallery costs.  
•  BRING: Soft drinks, snacks, music, older clothing.  Paint, canvases,

brushes and guidance will be provided.

CALL 522-1155 or email <rgsicons@yahoo.com> to reserve a spot.
Spaces are limited. 

(This section reserved for the General Membership 
Businesses of the FSBD.)

Every third Thursday of the month is our board meeting.  We meet at
5:30pm in the offices of Pearce Neikirk’s office located at 427 S. Florissant
Rd.  Our next meeting is April 21, 2016.  All businesses located in the Fer-
guson Special Business District are invited and welcomed.  We would like
to see you at our meetings.  If there is anything that you would want to
share with your fellow district businesses, let us know, we’d be happy to
help you get the word out.

Until next month, keep walking.     

The Ferguson Times may be reached . . .
by phone: 314-524-1958
or by mail: Dorothy Seiter,16 Sandringham, Ferguson, MO, 63135
or by email: cider@att.net
Copy or ads for the paper must be received by the 15th of the month for

inclusion in the following month's paper.

The Plumber’s Crack
By Oh Baby bigohbaby@sbcglobal.net
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See Bob on Job 
column on Page 17

Premier
Plumbing

Solutions
Say “I Love Ferguson”
When presented your 
bill and receive............$10 OFF
Dave Walters (Oh Baby)
Master Plumber / Drain Layer / Licensed / Bonded
• No Service Charge • Free Estimates 
• 10% Senior Discount (Maximum of $50)
• Compare our Price on Water Heaters

P8563, D8563

524-0222

Greetings from CityWalk
Yards full of colorful
signs, muddy tennis
shoes, trees in full
bloom, eyes watering,
people sneezing without
having a cold, grass
greening and growing,
and Uncle Sam smiling
like he only does once a
year. Yes my friends it's
April and time for an-
other Plumber’s Crack.

Yes it's April or November judging by
the weather in St. Louis but we'll con-
centrate on April. As the saying goes
April showers bring May flowers but
from Ohbaby's point of view April
showers bring flooded basements
and garages. 

Yes, it's time to check them sump
pumps and outside drains. Easiest
way to check that sump pump is to
take your hose and fill the pit where
the pump is. The pump should kick
on pretty quick. After it's pumped out
the pit should have clear water in the
bottom. Look for any loose debris or
trash and remove it. Make sure the
pump is still sitting on a flat surface
like a patio stone or bricks.

If the pump didn't turn on it could be
because you have a water proofing
system and the water from the hose
is filling that system. In that case
most sump pumps have a float or a
rod with a ball like you would see in a
toilet. Just raise the float manually
and see that the pump kicks on.

Make sure the discharge
pipe on the outside is clean
and free of any obstruc-
tions or cracks. Make sure
the water shoots straight
out and not straight down.
If it shoots straight down it
could cause more founda-
tion trouble and you don't
need that. 

For those area way drains make sure
the leaves didn't compost into mud
and stop up the drain. Take a bucket of
water or your hose and see if it drains
rapidly. If it's slow, stick the hose in the
drain and flush for 5 or ten minutes or
sometimes just a plunger will do the
trick to unblock it. 

Well my friends, I hope if nothing else
this served as a little reminder and
speaking of reminders don't forget
April 15th is tax day and more impor-
tantly, April 5th is election day. Please
take the time to read up and listen
what the candidates have to say and
make YOUR OWN decision who to
vote for. You will feel empowered and
proud to be part of the process. 

Another thing you need to watch out
for is kids playing outside because of
the nice weather. Please drive care-
fully and keep a close eye on your
children. 

As always, hug them babies, get to
know and interact with your neighbors,
and get involved in your city.    

God bless you all, Oh Baby

-

North Hudson Group Meets
For “Dine Out”

Dine Out: On February 2, 2016, the North Hudson Friends met at Drake’s
Place for fellowship and food. This is their second Dine Out as they  
explore and support the various restaurants in Ferguson.”

In March, North Hudson Friends met friends and neighbors at Celebrity
Soul Food Restaurant for their Dine Out.

The North Hudson Neighborhood Association meets at the the Ferguson
Community Center. For fun, food, and fellowship, an informal group, the
North Hudson Friends, was started out of the North Hudson Neighborhood
Association. The Dine Outs explore and support the various restaurants in
Ferguson.
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Thoughts to Ponder
Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. 

Teach a person to use the Internet and they won’t bother you for
weeks, months, maybe years.

Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, 
lying in the hospital, dying of nothing.



Major MetroBus Service Change
Metro’s quarterly service change 
impacts the operations of 48 MetroBus
routes in the St. Louis metropolitan 
region, including the introduction of
nine new MetroBus routes and discon-
tinuation of service on eight routes.
This service change will also introduce
a new and completely redesigned
MetroBus service plan for North St.
Louis County, made possible with the
opening of the new North County 
Transit Center in Ferguson, Missouri.
“The new North County Transit Center
is the latest example of Metro’s 
commitment to build a better transit
system and a better transit experience
for our riders,” said Ray Friem, 
Executive Director of Metro Transit. “In
addition to offering amenities like 
public restrooms, security 24 hours a
day/seven days a week and an indoor
passenger waiting area, this new 
transit center allows us to redesign
MetroBus service in a way that pro-
vides even better transit options for
passengers who live, work or travel in
North St. Louis County, one of our
fastest growing transit markets.”

The new MetroBus service plan for
North St. Louis County will provide
more frequent service, more direct
service, faster transfers and connec-
tions to more destinations throughout
the region. Metro conducted public 
information sessions last fall at transit centers and encouraged online 
participation to engage riders about transit service in North St. Louis County,
and the feedback received through these sessions helped Metro create the
new service plan for North St. Louis County.

Outside of North St. Louis County, several MetroBus routes serving down-
town St. Louis, West St. Louis County, Illinois and other areas in the region
will experienced changes on March 14, including route and/or schedule ad-
justments. Metro regularly monitors and reviews feedback from passengers
and MetroBus operators to identify changes that would improve transit oper-
ations. As a result, MetroBus routes and schedules are regularly updated to
improve MetroLink connections and MetroBus on-time performance.

For more information about the Service Change, including new MetroBus
schedules, maps and route details, visit metrostlouis.org or contact Metro
Transit Information at 314-231-2345 or 618-271-2345, Monday-Friday, from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Summary of major MetroBus changes effective as of March 14, 2016:

New MetroBus Routes
 #37 Hanley-Graham
 #38 Hazelwood
 #39 Berkeley-Florissant
 #47 Clayton-NCTC
 #71 Parker
 #72 Monarch
 #76 Waterford
 #78 Larimore
 #79 Ferguson

Renamed MetroBus Routes
 #15 Belleville-Shiloh/O’Fallon (IL)
 #58 Clayton-West County
 #174 North Express

The North County Transit Center will serve nine MetroBus routes and Metro
Call-A-Ride. The facility will provide passengers with the highest level of
amenities the Metro system currently has to offer, including:

·  Public restrooms
·  Indoor, climate-controlled waiting area
·  On-site security - 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
·  Digital arrival-time display boards
·  Free Park-Ride lot
·  Outdoor bus shelters
·  Ticket vending machines
·  Café offering fresh food (coming Summer 2016)

Metro successfully competed against other transit agencies around the
country for federal funding to plan and construct the North County Transit
Center. Federal funds supported 80% of the cost of the new facility 
in Ferguson.

Discontinued MetroBus Routes
 #27 North County Shuttle
 #36 Spanish Lake
 #44 Hazelwood
 #45 Ferguson-Florissant
 #47 Hanley
 #75 Lilac-Hanley
 #158 Ballas-West County
 #36X Bissell Hills Express

If your computer or device is on
the fritz, bring it by the Ferguson
Library! On Saturday, April 16th
from Noon to 3pm, members of
the St. Louis Community College
ABOUT student club will be on
hand to troubleshoot your com-
puter problems FREE OF
CHARGE! 

This will be a FUN event with
music, giveaways, and new tech-
nology. There will also be assis-

tance on hand to help with Microsoft Office
applications, job searching, and cell phone questions. Don’t miss this terrific
opportunity to “get up to speed” with your technology. 

Free Computer Repair

The
BiggestYard Salein History!!!Ferguson, Missour i

The Biggest Yard Sale in History is
Coming to Ferguson on May 28th

The annual yard sale will take place on
Saturday, May 28, 2016, 

7:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Contact Rosalyn at 524.5151 or via
Email at rlee@fergusoncity.com

with questions.



Our Future is in Our Hands
By Mayor James W. Knowles III

“Discretion is the better part of Valor”
― Falstaff, From Shakespeare's play - Henry IV

When we talk of valor, most of us envision Hollywood's
cinematic depiction of the brave soldier charging into the
gunfire, hopelessly fighting for a cause that he believes in
so dearly.  In Hollywood, that bravery is almost always re-
warded with a victorious end, even if the valiant and
brave soldier meets a tragic fate.  Whether our view of
valor comes from timeless stories of heroes like Achilles, or more modern movies
like Rambo, our view of valor still often derives from actions of our characters in bat-
tle.

But valiant displays of bravery and strength don't always bode well for our heroes,
even in victory.  Though King Agamemnon went on to win the battle for Troy, the hero
Achilles was killed in the battle.  Certainly there are valiant displays of heroism on all
sides of a battlefield, mere bravery doesn't make your cause right, it certainly doesn't
ensure victory, and it may be the cause of your death.

Since September of 2014, the City has began the process of making reform minded
changes in our courts and in the way we provide police services.  We have invested
time and money into ensuring that our officers and our legal system protects the se-
curity of our citizens and neighborhoods as well as their individual constitutional
rights.  The City of Ferguson has from the beginning, embraced moving our police
department into the 21st Century with new technology and modern policing prac-
tices, but the issues of reform were never going to be fully addressed without an
agreement for reform in writing with the DOJ.

Over the past 18 months, I have heard many residents say they wish the city would
fight the Department of Justice in court; many of explicitly stated they'd rather the city
“go down fighting” or “be bankrupt in court than live under the boot of the DOJ”.
While valiant statements about charging off into the cannon fire against the DOJ may
certainly appeal to the emotions of many, as Mayor and Council, it is important that
we utilize discretion and prudence to choose a course for the city that ensures the
city's future, not drag the fight on for an uncertain term and to an uncertain end; es-
pecially when we know that we have already successfully fought for an agreement
we can live with and afford.

Last month, after pushing back against the DOJ to get additional financial considera-
tions addressed, the City Council of the City of Ferguson unanimously supported en-
tering into a Consent Decree with the DOJ regarding city police and court practices.
Unfortunately, the Consent Decree from the DOJ has been seen by many as puni-
tive, and because so, many residents resisted moving forward with signing such a
document.  While we certainly would not be signing such a decree with the DOJ, had
it not been for their report last March, the decree is not a punitive document.  Instead
it is a roadmap for reform that works to ensure the entire community is constitution-
ally served by our law enforcement.  In doing so, it is our hope and expectation that
the decree will help us heal the mistrust that exists in some segments of the commu-
nity and establish a foundation for working to bring this community together.  

The simple truth is that decree stipulates the city institute reforms, additional over-
sight, training, and implementation of new procedures which are meant to improve
policing and improve the relationship between the community and the police depart-
ment.  The costs associated with the decree are an investment in the police depart-
ment, and an investment in the community, resulting in a safer city that is better
served.  There are no fines or punishments assigned, there is no rehashing of the
March DOJ report or even the assignment of culpability.  This document is about
moving forward, and that is what myself and the rest of the Council wholeheartedly
believe is necessary.

Last month the Council fought hard to secure this community's future by bringing clo-
sure to the issues of police and court reform in our community.  This month, it is up
to you, the citizen, to secure the future of this community by voting for the tax in-
creases on the April 5th ballot.  

Our community is at a crossroads, where we can continue moving our community
forward or we will be forced to pull back city services to a level which leads the com-
munity down the path to ruin.  The vast majority of our general fund budget goes to
public safety salaries, and because of that, the vast majority of cuts will have to
come from public safety.  Once we begin to lay off police officers, there will be no
getting them back.  I assure you this isn't a scare tactic, this is the sincere truth.

There are many futures possible for this community, and there is a bright one on the
horizon, assuming we take the path that leads us there.  There are many paths, and
many directions, but few of them lead us to that bright future where we all want to go.
Without these tax increases, we most certainly will be taking the path that leads us to
the cliff.

To find out more about what these tax increases mean to you, including a property
tax calculator, visit Fergusoncity.com, and click on the link Moving Ferguson Forward

Ferguson Community News Page

Ferguson Community News Page is published monthly and paid for by the City of Ferguson.  
City of Ferguson City Council:  James W. Knowles,III, Mayor;  Mark Byrne, Ward 1; Ella Jones, Ward 1; Dwayne James, Ward 2; 

Laverne Mitchom, Ward 2; Keith Kallstrom, Ward 3; Wesley Bell, Ward 3.     City Manager: DeCarlon Seewood.       Public Relations Intern, 314-524-5229.  
City Hall: 110 Church Street, 63135, 314-521-7721.  Website:  www.fergusoncity.com. Contact Us by Email: Information@fergusoncity.com
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Enjoy the Touhill and
Support Ferguson Businesses

On the special dates listed below, you can drive to and park close to the
Touhill, then hop on the free Citywalk Shuttle which will bring you back to

Ferguson to dine at a variety of restaurants along Citywalk. 
The shuttle will then pick you up and deliver you back to the Touhill to

enjoy the entertainment.

Pickup Times:
For the 8:00 pm shows – Pickup time will be 4:45, 5:15, 5:45 and 6:15
For the 7:30 pm shows – Pickup time will be 4:25, 4:45 and 5:45

Friday & Saturday, April 1 & 2 – 8:00pm .....................................Swan Lake
Presented by St. Louis Ballet

Saturday, June 18 – 8:00pm................................Ambassadors of Harmony
Your favorite a capella chorus entertaining with the songs you love

www.fergusoncitywalk.com

Ferguson Neighborhood Organizations
Dates & times subject to change. Check www.fergusoncity.com
         Group          Next Mtg.            Location                 Contact
     Forestwood Park           Apr 5            Emmaus Bible Chapel       Donald Stevens
Neighborhood Group           7 pm                   900 Highmont               314-561-0379                                                
         Jeske Park                 TBA          Ferguson Community Ctr.  Kate Mazzacavallo
Neighborhood Assc.                                      1050 Smith Ave     katemazza@yahoo.com                                                
       Nesbit-Newton              June                  St Peters UCC              Paul Beins2016
                                            2016                   1425 Stein Rd                314-869-5080                                                                                                                         
  Northwest Ferguson          TBA               First Baptist Church            Shelley Davis
                                                                   333 N Florissant     leeshel57@sbcglobal.net              
   Old Ferguson East           TBA             Corner Coffee House         Glenda Rickard
  Neighborhood Assn.                                  100 N Florissant              314-364-4306
                                                                                                    glenda.rickard@mercy.net                                                                                                                         
   Old Ferguson West         Apr 14            Corner Coffee House          Larry Robinett
          Neighbors                  7 pm                100 No Florissant       ldrobinett@gmail.com                  
      Robert-Superior            Apr 19        Ferguson Community Ctr.          Irene Kidd
  Neighborhood Group         7 pm                 1050 Smith Ave       kiddirene87@gamil.com                                                                                  
  Southwest Ferguson        May 9          Our Lady of Guadalupe          Atefa Young
  Neighborhood Group         7 pm                 17 Hawkesbury       atefayoung@yahoo.com
                                                                                              Wabash                    TBA                     First Baptist              Shonnette Morgan
  Neighborhood Assn.                                  333 N Florissant     sdenisemor@hotmail.com

       North Hudson               TBA          Ferguson Community Ctr       May Simmons
       Neighborhood                                           1050 Smith     hudsonhills63135@gmail.com

          North Hills                 May 9          Our Lady of Guadalupe        Keith Kallstrom
       Neighborhood              7 pm               17 Hawkesbury Dr.            314-524-1720

      North Elizabeth              TBA          Ferguson Community Ctr.      Renee Benage
       Neighborhood                                        1050 Smith Ave       rbenage@sbcglobal.net

     Ferguson Woods           Apr 28            North Hills Methodist
                                            7 pm                  10771 Trask Dr

HELP WANTED
January Wabash / Splash Concession Aide

Qualifications: Must be 15 years of age or older, previous experience in
public contact and cashiering work preferred.
Duties: Will be responsible to greet patrons; operate a cash register, com-
plete money transactions, daily financial reports and deposits. Will prepare,
serve and inventory concession products and keep concession area clean.
All concession employees must have their hepatitis vaccination.

Visit fergusoncity.com/jobs and submit an application.

January Wabash / Splash Front Desk Worker

Qualifications: Must be 15 years of age or older, previous experience in
public contact preferred.
Duties: This employee will provide quality member service to members
and the general public. He / she is responsible for satisfaction of the cus-
tomers. Will be responsible to greet patrons; operate a cash register, com-
plete money transactions, daily financial reports and deposits.

Visit fergusoncity.com/jobs and submit an application.



Ferguson Community News Page
Be sure to stop by the Recreation Office to register

or call us at (314) 521-4661.

COMMUNITY CENTER

Facility Rentals
Use one of the Ferguson Community Center’s Multipurpose Rooms for your
next event or gathering.  These spacious rooms are perfect for any occa-
sion. Also, newly opened is the Ferguson Event Center, a 5600 square foot
air-conditioned facility with a stage toward the front of the room, which can
accommodate up to 300 guests for your next wedding reception or family
reunion. Call up to the Ferguson Community Center for booking informa-
tion, pricing, and any additional information at (314) 521-4661.

PROGRAMMING
Silver Sneakers
The Ferguson Community Center is now enrolled in the Silver Sneakers
program for seniors! This program offers free admission to the Ferguson
Community Center and Silver Sneakers exercise classes that will be offered
in the near future. Check with your health insurance provider to see if you
apply! For more information call the Ferguson Community Center, 
314-521-4661.

Children’s Tumbling
This class starts off with coordination and balance exercises followed by
basic tumbling skills such as forward rolls, back bends, and cartwheels.
Gymnastic or ballet shoes, leotard and tights are highly recommended but
not required. No jeans, baggy clothing, tennis shoes, or bare feet. Ballet
shoes recommended.
Age: 3 ½-7 years old
Start Date: Mon., May 2 (8 week session)
Time: 5:45pm-6:40pm (3-1/2-7 years old)

6:45pm-7:40pm (8-13 years old)
Location: Ferguson Community Center
Fee: $34/Members; $39/Residents; $44/Non-Residents

Children’s Tap & Ballet Dance
A wonderful opportunity for a child to learn creative movement along with
simple dance steps and routines in tap and ballet. Tap and ballet shoes,
leotard and tights are highly recommened by not required. No jeans, baggy
clothing, tennis shoes or bare feet. Ballet shoes recommended.
Age: 7-15 years old & 8-13 years old
Start Date: Wed, May 4 (8 week session)
Time: 5:45pm-6:40pm (3-7 years old)

6:45pm-7:40pm (8-13 years old)
Location: Ferguson Community Center
Fee: $34/Members; $39/Residents; $44/Non-Residents

Hip Hop / Jazz Dance
High energy class, starts with a warm-up and stretching exercises followed
by dance skills in hip hop and jazz which will be incorporated into dance
routines. Jazz shoes highly recommended but not required. Stretch pants
should be worn. No jeans or baggy clothing, tennis shoes, or bare feet.
Age: 14-18 years old
Start Date: Wed, May 4 (8 week session)
Time: 7:45pm-8:40pm
Location: Ferguson Community Center
Fee: $34/Members; $39/Residents; $44/Non-Residents

Adult Dance
Warm-up with easy Freestyle dance steps followed by basics in Waltz, Fox
Trot, Tango, Cha-Cha, Rumba, Salsa, and Swing (learning these dance
styles will enable participants to dance at any social event). Class is taught
by Diane Brown who has 30 plus years dance and choreography experi-
ence in the St. Louis area. Wear comfortable clothing and hard-soled
shoes. No tennis shoes.
Age: 16 & Up
Start Date: Mon, May 2nd (8 week session)
Location: Ferguson Community Center
Time: 7:45-8:40
Fee: $40/Members; $45/Residents; $50/Non-Residents 

Slide Dance
Do you want to enjoy your workout while also having fun? Try out our slide
dance class! It is a 1 hour dance class designed to teach basic and interme-
diate slide dance skills and routines. Participants are given a chance to
grow more comfortable on the dance floor while having fun and socializing
with others in the community. Wear comfortable clothing and adhere to
these 3 rules: have fun, forgive, and keep moving!
Age: 18 & Up
Start Date: Mon, May 6th (8 week session)
Time: 6:30-7:30
Location: Community Center
Fee: $25/ Member; $30/ Resident; $35/ Non-Resident

Private Dance Lessons
Are you going to a wedding, on a cruise, or will you be attending a social
event that includes dancing? Are you an engaged couple that need to learn
a routine for their first dance? Or do you just want to learn to dance for fun
and fitness in a class designed to teach you the styles of dance you want to

learn?  Private dance lessons are the answer.  Classes are taught by Diane
Brown, instructor and choreographer of 30 years.  Diane can teach you
most any style of dance including Ballroom, Latin, Swing, Salsa, Hip Hop,
Tap and Ballet. For wedding dances, she can teach the bride and father-of-
the bride and the entire wedding party, as well as the bride and groom, a
dance to the music they have selected for that special day.
Fee:  $45 for a one hour class for up to 4 students

$5 more for each additional student
Beginner’s discount: receive a discount for 6 classes if paid in
full at the first class. $38 per class.

Wayside Park Unleashed
This park is for the dogs, accompanied by responsible owners, to play with-
out leashes. The facility offers a great opportunity for individuals to spend
quality time with their dogs and friends while enjoying the park. The park
features both small dog and large dog areas. 
The park is open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily. Registration is required and
can be completed at the recreation office. Owners will need to bring up-to-
date shot records: rabies, DHPP and Bordetella.
2016 Wayside Dog Park memberships now on sale.
Yearly Fee: $30 Residents; $60 Non-Residents

$5 per additional dog (three dogs per family). 

FITNESS
Aerobics
This fitness program is designed for all skill levels. High Impact will improve
your heart rate, increase energy levels, as well as improve strength and
flexibility. 
Age: 18 years & up 
Date: Mon May 2, Wed May 4, Fri May 6

(Ongoing 6 week sessions) 
Time: Mon, Wed, & Friday 6pm-7pm 
Location: Ferguson Community Center 
Fee: $25/Members; $30/Residents; $35/Non-Residents 
Additional Days:

$10/members add day; 
$15/residents add day
$20/non-residents add day

ATHLETICS

Cricket Camp
Cricket is a growing sport in the St. Louis area.  This is the perfect opportu-
nity for your young ones to get introduced to the game.  They will learn the
basic fundamentals, have a lot of fun in the process, while learning from an
experienced coach during this six week camp.  Equipment is provided.  All
that is needed is the proper athletic attire, tennis shoes, water and a snack.
Don’t miss this perfect opportunity to learn more about this popular 
European sport!
Ages: 7-14 
Date: Mon, April 4 (six weeks)
Times: 6:00-7:30pm
Location: Forestwood Park
Fee: $10

Adult Softball
Teams are needed for adult softball leagues.  League fees include one um-
pire per game, lighted fields, ASA regulation softball, bases, awards and
make-up for rainouts.  Additional information and rosters can be obtained at
the Ferguson Community Center.  For field conditions call (314) 286-9102 
Supervisor: Jon Gehrin

Men’s DH Sun, April 17
Length of Season: 20 Games
Fee: $600
Men’s (Over 50) Thurs, April 21
Length of Season: 20 Games
Fee: $560
Co-ed Fri, April 22
Length of Season: 10 Games
Fee: $350

Sand Volleyball
The Ferguson Recreation Department is proud to announce that Sand Vol-
leyball Courts will be added to the Ferguson Community Center this spring.
The outdoor complex will boast 3 lit volleyball courts filled with beautiful
white sand. Information about the Sand Volleyball League will be an-
nounced upon completion of the courts!

SENIORS
Senior Center
The Ferguson Senior Center offers a variety of activities, classes and pro-
grams for residents.  We offer a number of leisure and recreation opportuni-
ties to enhance the quality of life.  Activities at the center include clubs,
classes, social activities, entertainment, games, fitness, health, and educa-
tion.  Call the office to be placed on a list to receive our monthly event
schedules.

Page 5



Page 6

Ferguson Parks and Recreation Continued from Page 5.
Call 521-4661 to register for any of these events.

SENIORS (Continued from Page 5)
Yahtzee
Date: Thurs, April 14
Time: 11:30-2:30
Location: Ferguson Community Center
Fee: $8/Member; $12/Residents; $15/Non-Residents

TRIPS
Isle of Capri – Cape Girardeau
If you have a lucky number, a lucky token, or a lucky charm, be sure to bring it
along today when we visit the Isle of Capri Casino in Cape Girardeau, MO.
Whether you play the slots or the tables, this could be your lucky day.  Regard-
less of how you fare in the casino, you’ll come out a winner with the tremen-
dous buffet selection you will find here.  They offer everything from a huge array
of salads, vegetables, pastas, meats, and desserts.  In addition to the free buf-
fet you will also get $5 free in slot play.  It’s hard to beat a deal like this one.
Cost includes:  motorcoach transportation, lunch, taxes and tips.  
Date:  Tuesday, April 19
Time: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Fee: $34 Residents, $39 Non-Residents

Fox Theater- The Sound of Music
The hills are alive with the brand new production of The Sound of Music to be
performed at the Fabulous Fox Theatre.  Our excellent seats are located in the
Orchestra Section, Rows M,N,O,P, and Q.  Before seeing this marvelous show,
the group will dine on a pasta dinner at Pietro’s in South St. Louis.  Registration
deadline: Monday, March 21st.  Fee includes: transportation, lunch, ticket,
taxes, and gratuities.
Date: Thursday, April 28
Time: 4:30pm-10:30pm
Location: Ferguson Community Center

* Parking on the North end of Community Center or behind the 
Community Center only

Fee: $110 Residents; $120 Non-Residents

Huntsville, AL/Chattanooga, TN
This spring head south!  Stops include: the Johnny Cash Museum, the US
Space and Rocket Center, The Unclaimed Baggage Center, a cruise on the
Tennessee River, a visit to Lookout Mountain and a visit to the Tennessee
Aquarium.  Included in the package are: 3 breakfasts, 3 dinners, motor coach
transportation, lodging, all admissions, taxes and tips.
Date: Tues, May 3-Fri, May 6
Time: 7:00am-10:00pm

* Parking on the North end of Community Center or behind the 
Community Center only

Fee: $635/ Residents (Double occupancy); $660/Non-Residents
(Double Occupancy)

Biloxi, Mississippi… Beau Rivage Hotel
Two nights in Tunica, Mississippi staying at the Gold Strike hotel each way,
three nights in Biloxi with a day trip to New Orleans, and a shrimp boat tour.
Cost includes: motor coach transportation, all lodging, 2 special tours and some
meals. The Beau Rivage Hotel is Gorgeous and right on the beach!
Dates: Sun, May 15th-Fri, May 20th 
Time: 8:00am-8:00pm
Location: Ferguson Community Center

*Parking on north end of Community Center or behind the 
Community Center only.

Fee: $385/Residents (Double Occupancy);$410/Non-Residents
(Double Occupancy)

Soothing Sunday Symphony
Jim Brinkman, the most charted male adult contemporary artist to date brings
his piano music to the beautiful Powell Symphony Hall. Dinner at Miss Sheri’s
in Warson Woods brings this day to a harmonious finale! Cost includes: trans-
portation, dinner, taxes, tips and symphony ticket. 
Date: Sun, May 22nd 
Time: 2:00pm-7:30pm
Location: Ferguson Community Center

*Parking on North end of Community Center or behind the 
Community Center only

A Progressive Dinner on Fine China
A progressive dinner is always a fun experience; we go to one place for salad,
another for entrée, and yet another for dessert. You’ll have a ton of fun on our
adventure down Main Street, St. Charles. The night will begin with a guided
tour of the Havilland China Museum and will be followed up with a visit to the
Mother-In-Law House for an endless array of salads. Next, we will have our en-
trée at the Little Hills Winery and end the night at Braddens for coffee or tea
and a delectable dessert. Cost includes: transportation, dinner, dessert and all
admissions, taxes and tips.
Date: Wed, May 25th 
Time 3:30-9:00
Location: Ferguson Community Center

*Parking on North end on Community Center or behind Community
Center only 

Fee: $60/Resident; $65/Non-Resident

TEENS
Incredible Pizza Company 
Join us for an afternoon of fun games and food! Video games, bumper cars, 
go-karts, laser tag, mini gold, and all you can eat pizza buffet. This is going to
be an event that you don’t want to miss!

Age: Teens 13-17
Date: Sat, April 23rd 
Time: 6pm-9pm
Location: Community Center
Fee: $15/Resident; $20/Non-Resident

SPECIAL EVENTS
Food Truck Monday on the City Walk
A taste of St. Louis’ delicious food truck cuisine will be available in the Down-
town Ferguson CityWalk area beginning in April at Plaza at 501. Each month a
variety of trucks will serve a wide range of cuisines. There will be picnic tables
available for dining. Have your favorite truck call 314-524-5197 to participate in
our event! Find information on the food trucks and dates at www.fergusoncity-
walk.com 

Sunday Parkways
Come join us for this free community event that promotes physical activity, pub-
lic health, and social unity in a relaxed atmosphere free of automobile traffic.
There are plenty of fun and exciting activities for people of all ages. 
Date: Sun, April 24th 
Location: A Ferguson Neighborhood still being determined
Time: 1:00pm-4:00
Fee: FREE

CityWalk Concert Series
Beginning in May, the Ferguson Special Business District will host a Friday
night CityWalk Concert series at Plaza at 501 in Downtown Ferguson.  Open to
all ages, the live entertainment will feature a wide variety of music styles.
Guests are welcome to bring lawn chairs, blankets, and coolers to the outdoor
event. Concession items will also be available for purchase on the site. The
concert series is free to the public and offer the opportunity to enjoy music and
socialize in the Feruson CityWalk area. Check out the summer brochure for this
season’s lineup! 

Ferguson Twilight 5K/10K & Fun Run
Join us on May 14 for the 7th annual Ferguson Twilight Run! Runners and
walkers of all ages and fitness levels will take to the streets of the City of Fergu-
son on a USATF certified course. The races start and finish at Plaza at 501.
The post-race festivities include a free concert, vendors, and specials at local
restaurants. So gather the family, get your friends, and strap on your running
shoes for a race just North of Ordinary. 5k, 10k, & one mile fun run. Register
Online at www.fergtwilightrun.com

Different trees have different ‘issues’.  Some more than others…just like us.
Though I have customers with a love/hate relationship with their sweetgum
trees, I was not ready for the ankle twisting nuisance that mine would per-
sonally be to me when I moved into Ferguson. I don’t tell too many  people
this, but there is a way to inject and ‘neuter’ them so they don’t get the
balls, but it’s not cheap, sometimes doesn’t work and they have to be 
injected every year. Although they can be a bane to the existence of their
not so proud owners, sweet gum trees have beautiful fall color and thick
summer shade. We learn to take the good with the bad in life. 

Uh oh, Here we go, time to get some tree-ology. What makes a tree weak
and a nuisance, and what makes it strong and desirable?

News flash from the Ferguson Forester; there is no such thing. Take the
tornados that slammed this city two years apart.  It was not so much the
weaker ‘soft woods’ that uprooted, but the more ‘mighty’ of the wooden
brethren.  Where there is no flexibility, a tall ‘proud’ tree will fail. Our city is
experiencing the width and height and depth of uprooting, re-rooting,
strength verses flexibility right now.

No one will ever be able to tell us…. That in this city, we don’t have any
balls!

Wendell Phillips Berwick

“Trust in the LORD and do good; Dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness”
Psalm 37:3

The Ferguson Arborist

TREE TRIMMING
Second tree trimmed ................................................25% OFF
Third tree trimmed ....................................................35% OFF

Call Phil   /   314.568.8367   /   livingtree@earthlink.net
There is a 600,000,000 tree deficit in the U.S.

A new tree will be planted for every referral  that turns into a job, with this coupon.
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Guadalupe Princess Tea
Saturday, May 14 – 10:00 a.m. to Noon
Guadalupe Cafeteria / Ballroom
1115 So. Florissant Road, Ferguson
Age 2 and under $5
Ages 3 and up $10

Every little girl (princess) must dress up like a
princess

Every princess must be in the care of an adult
staying for the event

Ballroom Activities:
• Storytelling • Queen’s Wave 
• Queen’s Dance • Face Painting
• Queen’s Tea

Bring your camera to take pictures 
with Disney princess’

Limit 100 children
For more info:

Sr. Cathy 522-9264

These Books Need
New Homes!

FLIERS
(Friends of the Ferguson Library)

SPRING
BOOK SALE
Thursday, April 21
1:00 to 7:30 pm 
Friday, April 22

9:00 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday, April 23
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Large collection of military
books, with larger numbers of
WWI and WWII, Civil War and

Vietnam. Also collection of
Metropolitan Museum of Art
Books in pristine condition.
Extra large number of audio

books

Please note: 
We can no longer take
checks – cash only!

No Scanners!
For additional information
please call Janie Norberg at

314-521-4663.
Library Auditorium

35 No. Florissant Road

All-You-Can-Eat
Ham & Bean or

Chicken & Rice Soup
Friday, April 22
4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
St. Stephen’s

Church
(33 North Clay, 

at Darst)
Your dinner consists of Ham & Bean Soup, or 

Chicken & Rice Soup (or try both) 
with cornbread, dessert and drink!

Adults: $8.00
Children: (under 12) $4.00

We Need Your Help!
All proceeds from this dinner go toward
funding the Ferguson 4th of July
Festival and Parade.

TEAM Trivia Night
“Celebrating 30 Years of Service to

our STL County Communities”

Saturday, April 23
Doors open at 6:15 pm –
Trivia starts at 7:00 pm

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Parish Hall – Door #3

751 N. Jefferson St., Florissant

Entry Fee: $200/table
(Maximum of 8)

Includes beer, soda, water, popcorn

Attendance prizes, cash prizes for
1st, 2nd and 3rd and best theme
(feel free to bring own food and

drink)
Mulligans available for $10

For more information, tickets or 
volunteer:

p.piotrowicz@yahoo.com
Pat Piotrowicz, TEAM Trivia Night

9 Beaujolais, Florissant, MO 63031

Sponsored by Florissant 
License Office – Rotary Club

Saturday, April 23, 2016, 10 a.m. to Noon
Ferguson Community Center, 1050 Smith Avenue

Sponsored by the Ferguson Human Rights Commission and the
City of Ferguson

The Ferguson Human Rights Commission
Invites YOU

To a “Meet and Greet”
with our Fergson City Council members and 
members of our Boards and Commissions

Leaping for Legos For
Youths 6 to 15

Join us fo a night of Lego-
themed fun and games. Not
only will we build a new model
out of Legos for each session,
but we will also have plenty of
time for “free play.” If you like to
play with Legos or building
blocks, then this is the perfect
event for you!

Tuesday, April 5
Thursday, April 7
Tuesday, April 12
Thursday, April 14

Ferguson Community Center
FREE

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY
APRIL 5
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Pearce Neikirk and Partners Realtors
521-5002 495-2304

email: pearce4homes@yahoo.com
FERGUSON . . . WHERE ALL ROADS LEAD TO HOME!

29 Years of helping buyers and 
sellers with their home needs in 

St. Louis City, St. Louis County and 
St. Charles County. 

521-5002     495-2304
pearce4homes.com

12660 Bay Shore Drive
What better way to watch spring ar-
rive than from your own twenty by
sixteen glass walled and heated cov-
ered patio! This four bedroom, three
and a half bath beauty is located at
the end of a quiet cul-de-sac and
backs up to wooded common
ground. For outdoor entertaining, no
home could be better. Along with the heated patio you will be able to
enjoy a second stamped concrete patio under a massive pergola. Inside,
the hard wood flooring is beautiful, the Dining Room is huge and
and blends nicely with the Living Room and Kitchen area. Call us today
for a chance to view.

1215 Beaver Trail Dr.
We are really lucky to have another spe-
cial two story to offer our purchasers this
month! Located in Hunters Ridge, this
remarkable four bedroom, two and a half
bath home Also backs to a wooded com-
mon ground area. The deck and
screened porch area overlooking the
back yard and woods runs the entire
length of this home. The lower level is a
walk out with two separate doors. The
Master Bedroom Suite is complete with

full bath and a spacious walk-in closet. The kitchen has been recently up-
dated and is perfect for entertaining. Call
us today!

CNN Hero Nomination: 
Brian Fletcher
Submitted August, 2015 by Nancy Hilary Welsh

The following is an excerpt from the 2015 CNN Hero nomination which I
submitted for Brian Fletcher. This is an annual event sponsored by Cable
News Network, and hosted by Anderson Cooper.  The contest is open to
nominees worldwide.  There are ten finalists each of whom is given
$10,000, and the winner is awarded $100,000 for his or her organization.
The competition was steep and although Brian did not make the cut, the
nomination was still very much worth the effort on my part.

This is the final of a 2-Part nomination:

Then, when tragedy occurred in our hometown, and rioters looted and
burned many neighborhood establishments, Brian proved his commitment
in new ways, taking it to new levels.

What distinguishes Brian’s efforts is that while others were acting out in
anger and violence, he responded with love and positive actions, intended
to bring about relief and working to bring people together. To rebuild and re-
store.  Even the name of his organization has the word “Love” in it.

Many of us have called Ferguson home for decades and harbor a very spe-
cial fondness for this community.  The events over the last year not only de-
stroyed businesses and public property, but broke our hearts.

Our town has been in the news a great deal lately, but the world may not
know that we have faced disaster and misfortune before. We are not new to
hard times.  In the middle of Tornado Alley, recent years have seen numer-
ous devastating storms and tornadoes.  In July of 2006, one such storm left
many in Ferguson without power for weeks.  With the heat index well over
100° F, volunteers drove through our streets handing out water bottles to
those in need. And, the Good Friday Tornado of April, 2011 destroyed
homes, churches, and commercial establishments: ripping off roofs, and
taking down century old trees. Again, the community came together. Neigh-
bors and friends assisting each other, lending a hand to clean up and re-
build. With no regard to race or color.

Brian’s campaign reminded us of who we are: a close-knit, resilient commu-
nity of proven resourcefulness.  We had rebuilt before and we could do it
again.  He rallied us to come together once more to aid, support, and en-
courage one another.

His first project was to initiate a yard sign campaign. The idea was inspired
by something Brian saw in a neighbor’s yard. A simple green sign with one
word – “Jesus”.   His idea was that we could use placards to unite neigh-
bors and show the world how we feel about our hometown.

Signs began popping up all over town.  On August 24th, in response to a
Facebook request, more than 200 people showed up to help.  Volunteers
went door-to-door and within two hours, over 2,500 signs were given and
received.  Residents were thrilled to have them - some even chasing after
the vans to get their signs.  It turned into an opportunity for neighbors to
connect and know one other better.  Driving through our neighborhoods
and seeing these signs in front of businesses and residences lifted our spir-
its and reminded us that we have each other.

Thus far, close to 10,500 signs have been distributed.  I Love Ferguson
signs can be seen in all 50 states and have been shipped to 48 countries.

But, Brian did not stop there. Businesses had
been looted: buildings burned to the ground.
People’s life work and livelihoods were gone.
Jobs were lost. Properties damaged. What
had once been a beautiful middle class com-
munity now resembled something closer to a
war zone.  So, he and his group created the I
Love Ferguson store to raise much needed
capital. In addition to the signs, items such as
coffee mugs, t-shirts, jackets, and Xmas orna-
ments are sold.  The proceeds go to funds
which help local schools and businesses in
Ferguson, as well as Dellwood, and the North
County area to recover and rebuild. 

To date, $272,000 has been raised.  His campaign has aided 57 busi-
nesses, as well as many regional school children affected by the civil un-
rest. Numerous area programs have also benefited, including: Parents as
Teachers; Project Graduation at local high schools; Volunteers in Policing;
Strength and Honor summer camp for teens; and Earth Dance organic
farms youth summer camp.

Brian is a hero to me and the town of Ferguson, because his actions have
not only helped our community, but he has lifted our hearts, given us hope
and reminded us that by working together we can overcome adversity and
create positive changes to benefit us all. He continues to work to connect
residents, support businesses, and uphold the town of Ferguson, giving us
a brighter future.  

Maureen Zeugin
Financial Advisor
Two CityPlace Drive
Suite 300
Creve Coeur, MO 63141
Office: (314) 567-6700
ext. 126 Waddell & Reed, Inc. Member SIPC (01/16)

Market Swings Making
You Uneasy? Let’s Talk.

Financial Advisors

McCluer South-Berkeley Educator
Chosen As UMSL EdPrenuer

in Residence

Raghib Muhammad, a marketing instructor at 
McCluer South-Berkeley High School, is one of
two educators who has been chosen to become a
University of Missouri-St. Louis EDprenuer in 
Residence. The EDprenuer in Residence program
seeks educators who have ideas to innovate 
education.  Muhammad will use his residency to
further develop his Systems TeachingTM 
Framework, of which he received a trademark in
September 2015.

The Systems TeachingTM Framework revolves
around five key principles or laws with the goal of

helping teachers become better educators. “We accomplish this goal by 
introducing teachers to the 8 Systems TeachingTM archetypes, which is a
way for them to identify their teaching styles,” said Muhammad.

The EDpreneur in Residence Program is a joint effort by MasterCard and
UMSL’s College of Education. Muhammad will join a cohort and interact
with MasterCard mentors and UMSL College of Education researchers who
will support him, as his idea becomes a testable prototype.

Campaign promises are, by long democratic 
tradition, the least binding form of 

human commitment.
A. Scalia



APRIL, 2016
well, as i review the calendar this
month, i see that there are no
major holidays (probably because
March STOLE Easter from April
this year!), and all we have left are
some secondary holidays. April 1st
is April Fools Day, the 22nd is
Earth Day (we will call it World
Day when we all "come together"),
the 27th is Administrative Profes-
sionals Day (i think this used to be
Secretary's Day), and the 29th is
Arbor Day, when we all go out and
plant a tree, right? (and SOME
people think that the 15th should
be a holiday of some sort, be-
cause it costs many people more
than Christmas does. you should-
n't think of Christmas like that---
shame on you!) Passover starts
on the 23rd, and ends on the 30th;
lots of Jews and Christians will
celebrate Passover Seder Meals!
(ALL of the above info was found
online at WinCalendar,
http://www.wincalendar.com/April-
Calendar/April-2016-
Calendar.html)

Once Upon A Time, dept.
i once told you about this, but i
think we need to go over it again.
if your puter is running slowly, it
should first be checked for infec-
tions. once that is ruled out, we
should check to see how many
programs are running when win-
dows starts. if there are too many
running & hogging system re-
sources, memory, & processing
power, we should remove all un-
necessary such programs from the
startup group. if things are still too
slow for our liking, we might be
able to add some ram. and now
there is a new alternative: the
Solid State Drive (SSD).
if your puter is too old (maybe over
5 years old), you may not get as
much extra speed as you may like,
based upon the capabilities of
your puter. SSD cost has come
down somewhat, but not, IMHO,
as much as they should be at this
point. still, it may be a great solu-
tion for you. if you would like to
discuss this, give me a call, and i
will give you more detailed info,
based upon YOUR puter. one last
thingie: don't get upset, toss it out
into the trash, and buy a new one.
usually, i have found that most re-

pairs are much more cost effective
than a new puter. there are more
compelling reasons, but i can't go
into them all here. (again, call me if
you like!)

Is Doug Healing & Still Alive,
dept.
umm...yes...i think so. it would
seem that many of you out there
are saying a LOT of prayers for me
(THANK YOU!), because i seem to
be beating the recovery schedule
that my doctor told me. he gave me
6 months; i believe that will be cut
short by about 2 months, the way
things are going.

it's NOT me; it's Him! He must
have some things for me to do. :)  if
so, i should be back to nearly full
health by sometime in May. 
and YES, i will look at your puter
then! :)

ME GO NOW! 
for those of you who called me, i
am deeply sorry that i could not do
more for you, but i really have HAD
to rest & take it easy. if you can af-
ford the wait, i will be happy to help
you in May. THANK YOU for your
understanding, for your waiting,
and for your prayers; ESPECIALLY
THE PRAYERS! well, i have to go
now, as it is past my bedtime! :)
May God bless you ALL! (PS--for
what it's worth, the chicken fried
steak at DePaul is highly recom-
mended, and so are the doctors &
nurses!)

...it is now safe to turn on your
puter!

If you would like to ask Doug for
his FREE puter advice, discuss
your puter issue, or just jaw a bit,
please call him in the PM hours at:
*314*521*1789*. When emailing,
MAKE SURE to put "i need puter
advice" into the subject line of your
missive, and put your
local telephone number into the
body of same. Only these will in-
sure a response. Happy Secondary
Holidays, mentioned above, to you
& to yours! God's blessings!
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The Ferguson
Computer Corner

by Doug Neely who takes any Holiday he can get! :)

Picture your Baby Shower, Wedding Shower, Wedding Reception,
Christmas Party, Family Gathering, and Other Special Occasions, 

in this spacious hall and large parking area. 
Holds the maximum of 75 people.

Call 314-226-4077 for reservations and more details
All Proceeds Support Ferguson

Ferguson
Lions Hall

Rental
49 North Clark
314-226-4077

VOLUNTEER WITH YOUR HEART IN 2016
AND  BRING COMFORT INTO SOMEONE’S LIFE 

Everyday people say “I would like to be a part of helping someone” and just
don’t know where to start…you can start here!!  Perhaps you cannot help
others financially but you can give of your time and self which is priceless.  

Hospice is a special kind of care designed to provide sensitivity and support
for people in the final phase of a terminal illness.  Heartland Hospice’s goal
is to provide palliative and supportive services to meet physical, psychologi-
cal, social and spiritual needs of patients and their families in a health care
facility or other residential settings.  Volunteers can provide one-on-one at-
tention to residents who are lonely or cut off from their families, thereby re-
ducing feelings of isolation and contributing to their sense of belonging.
Veterans dedicated to visiting with other Veterans are also needed in our
hospice care.  The benefits are endless when one can make a “DIFFER-
ENCE”.

Volunteers are the heart of the Hospice Team.

We depend on our Hospice volunteers to help us provide the extra love and
care our clients and their families need at this time in their life.   Heartland
volunteers offer support, companionship and practical, caring help to this
special group of people.  Staying with the patient so family members can
take a break, reading scripture to patients, or holding their hand.   The help
and support our volunteers give is returned to them in countless ways. You
can make a DIFFERENCE.   All assignments are in close proximity to your
home, work or school.  You can donate as little or as much of your time as
you desire.  Please contact Virginia at 314-453-0990 if you would like to
bring something special into someone’s life.  Be sure to inquire about our
next Training Class.

Author Coming to Ferguson
The Ferguson Readings on Race Book Club welcomes author Leah Gun-
ning Francis to the Ferguson Municipal Library on Monday, April 22, for a
discussion of her book, Ferguson and Faith: Sparking Leadership and
Awakening Community.  Dr. Francis is Associate Dean of Contextual Educa-
tion at Eden Theological Seminary in Webster Groves.  In her book she ex-
plores the relationship between faith and action through a look behind the
scenes of unrest in Ferguson.

The book club gathers the second Monday of each month from 6:00 to 7:30
p.m. for a conversation about a different book concerning issues surround-
ing race and culture.  Titles are suggested and voted upon by members.
People of all ages, races, and points of view are always welcome.  

For information, contact Carla Fletcher at carlajeanfletcher@yahoo.com or
Library Director Scott Bonner at sbonner@fergusonlibrary.net.
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Financial Focus
By Joan Cleaveland (consultjoan@att.net)

Business Manager for St. Joseph’s Parish in Cottleville 
Lindenwood University BA – Business Administration.
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Tax day is right around the corner and this election year continues to amaze
me.  April Fool’s Day has already passed and I’m not sure if anything has
changed in the Republican nominee choices.  For right now it is a bit tense.
I thought a lot about this when I was in Kansas City recently and visited the
Harry S. Truman Library.  We lived in Independence when I was very young,
I actually “Trick or Treated” at Harry’s home in the late 1950’s.  Of course,
Mom says there was someone at the front gate handing out candy, so it
wasn’t like we got to go up and ring the doorbell.  I really don’t even remem-
ber it.  As was noted in the museum section of the library, when Truman be-
came president, people were pretty zealous for souvenirs.  As he recalled
they had to put the gates around the house to protect it.  He had been
warned by Herbert Hoover that souvenir hunters nearly dismantled his
home when he moved into the White House years before.

What I really wanted to discuss is how many of the ideas being suggested in
our government back in Harry’s day were intended to make the lives of ordi-
nary citizens better.  Seems like these same issues come up over and over
again.  Take health care, over the past 20 years it has continued to take an
ever larger bite out of everyone’s budget.  It’s been talked about for at least
75 years and likely more.  The Affordable Care Act was supposed to im-
prove things and in some cases it did.  But the costs haven’t slowed any
and they actually seem to be increasing.  Another issue that seems timeless
is the level of poverty.  And today we keep hearing about the larger gap be-
tween the rich and the poor.   Back in Harry’s time it was also a concern, as
well as prior to the great crash of 1929.

We’ve heard that the Republican Party may not survive this election and if it
does it will not be the same.  Maybe that’s not such a bad thing.  As I read
and saw the evidence in pictures and newsreels strolling through the Tru-
man Library, I learned a lot about Harry and realized how serious he
seemed to take his role as President back then.  Here is one of the quotes
from Harry on Oct. 26th 1948 “All Americans, whatever their job, or what-
ever their income-wherever they live or whatever their race or creed-are en-
titled to a good education, good medical care and a decent place to live.”
For a moment I thought I was reading a Bernie Sanders quote.  

When Harry became President to replace Franklin D. Roosevelt when FDR
died in 1945, the economy was switching from wartime to a peacetime
economy.  Harry knew changing too quickly was dangerous and he recom-
mended his 21 – point program to remove wartime wage & price controls.
In doing so he hoped to avoid inflation and shortages.  Calling it the Fair
Deal, he added more benefits for the individuals such as increasing the min-
imum wage by 50%, increasing social security benefits, building more hous-
ing, clearing slums and banning racial discrimination in employment.
Remember this was 70 years ago.  At that time the conservative congress
ignored Truman’s proposals and most of his reforms.  When this resulted in
strikes, shortages and inflation – the president was blamed.  The Republi-
can slogan for the congressional election in 1946 was “Had Enough?”  Peo-
ple were angry and they showed it when the Democrats lost both houses in
that election making things even more difficult on the President who would
be facing his own election in 2 years.  

So if that doesn’t have some strange similarities, I don’t know what would.
In any case I am having trouble this year finding a candidate that I can
agree with on all points.  But I do know the gridlock we’ve had doesn’t keep
us moving in the right direction.  And while we are being told the economy is
in recovery, there are many Americans who continue to fall further behind.
We often hear comments on how we need to look ahead and forget about
the past, but I think we are doomed if we don’t learn from our past and seek
better practices to make things better for more people.  Perhaps I should
have said all people, but I’m not really sure if that is possible, but we cer-
tainly should shoot for it.    

The concerns about Donald Trump seem to involve his ability to act presi-
dential.  Whatever that means?  He definitely gets attention and often
seems better suited for the “Apprentice” than real life government.  When a
woman interviewed in Iowa commented on her reason for voting for The
Donald was because she liked him on the “Apprentice” I was shocked.
Could the reporter have found anyone else to give a more intelligent an-
swer?   The fact that Trump has such a large following just proves how dis-
gruntled the people are with politicians.  

Most of the Republican debates seem to involve criticizing each other and
very little substance about the issues at hand.  The one that really affects
the most people is the economy and as I mentioned earlier the theme from
the liberal side seems more like mid-twentieth century.  And over the past 60
years we have made progress in good education, good medical care and a
decent place to live.  Unfortunately, these things still seem to be out of the
grasp of many citizens.  The real question is why?  Is our system still tilted
in favor of some, but not all?  If so, does it need to be fixed?  The term “un-
fair” is coming up often in the speeches we’ve heard.  

A teacher called in on a program I was listening to as I drove home.  She
stated the obvious, when we continue to say things aren’t fair, we imply that
to be fair everything must be equal.  We need to remember that being equal
in opportunities won’t ever result in all things being equal.  There will still be
those who are more talented or who take the time to learn more or take a

risk being an entrepreneur.  They will ultimately succeed and possibly earn
more than others.  While those who waste their opportunities will find it diffi-
cult to compete in the real world and just complaining about how unfair
things are won’t help them.  So being fair and being equal are not the same.  

As we’ve learned over the past 50 years, some legislation passed in an at-
tempt to improve things has actually made things worse and done little to re-
ally equalize opportunity.  So if we can learn from that experience maybe we
could provide some benefits for those who are working hard to improve their
lives and raise a family.  One of the most important lessons has been to let
people do for themselves what they can.  If we provide too much assistance
without some investment from the individual we enable the loss of incentive
and the feeling of self-worth.  

If you are interested in seeing a more fair system which provides jobs and
looks out more for the individuals than for the large corporations, get to
know the candidates.  Learn who may be able to provide what is needed to
really make our economy strong without having to compromise protections
that are necessary to prevent another financial crisis.  In the next few
columns I will look at some of the ideas being suggested.  Even on the state
level improvements can be made during these uncertain times.  

If you have any comments or suggestions please e-mail me at 
consultjoan@att.net.  
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Cleaning Is Our Specialty
SEWER & DRAIN

DRAIN CLEANING
$73

Over 25 Years Experience
ELECTRIC SEWER

CLEANING
426-1758
423-5931

EVENINGS &
WEEKENDS

EVENINGS &
WEEKENDS

You may view past and present issues of
the “Ferguson Tmes” on
FergusonCityWalk.com
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100 N.
Florissant, 

Ferguson, MO
521-4600

Serving
BREAKFAST

All Day!
All menu items available

all day

Hours: Mon. Tues. Wed. 7am-9pm
Thurs. Fri. 6am-3pm, Sat.-Sun. 7am-3pm

Savoy Banquet
Center

119 So. Florissant Rd.
521-4500

savoybanquetcenter.com
Join us on Facebook

We Welcome
Wedding

Receptions,
Reunions, Birthdays

& Other
Celebrations

We are known for creating
the perfect package that will
leave you and your guests
with special memories that

will last forever.
We are a full-service 

banquet center.

425 South Florissant Road • 314.799.2157

• Breakfast Treats • Cookies • Scones 
• Sweet Breads • Bars & Squares 
• Candy • Dessert Trays • Gift Cookie Boxes 
• Pies, Tarts & Tortes • Cakes & Cupcakes

www.cose-dolci.com • beth@cose-dolci.com

HOURS
• Tuesday thru Friday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm 
• Saturday: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
• Closed Sunday and Monday

SPENCER'S
BAKERY

DONUTS

6For
$340100 Church Street

521-0259
Dine In or Carryouts

Breakfast Special $4.75
(2 eggs, 2 bacon or 3 sausages,
hash browns, toast or biscuits)

Also serving: French Toast,
Pancakes, Sandwich Combos

Glazed, Raised and Long Johns,
Muffins, Danish, Turnovers and Cookies

Hours:
Tues. thru Sun. 5am to noon

Closed Monday

242 So. Florissant Rd. 314-524-7888

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER
• T-TH 11am to 9 pm 

• FRI 11am to 10pm • SAT 4pm to 10 pm • SUN 4pm to 9pm
CLOSED ON MONDAYS   www.vincenzosstl.com

GRADUATION PARTY
Whether you're hosting a graduation party, birthday party, a baby

shower or a casual business meeting, Vincenzo's downstairs
Gathering Room can comfortably accommodate groups of up to 
60 people, with a full array of catering and bar options available.

There's also a private, fully accessible entrance.
For more details, call us at (314) 524-7888.

It’s Time
We have our greenhouses full of top quality plants

All We Need Is YOU!

Open 9-6 Mon-Sat & 10-4 Sundays 

Buy your plants from right where
they are grown. Let us 
help you be 
successful. We are here to
answer your questions and help
with your plant selections!

w.w.w.Thiesfarm.com    Visit us on Facebook for daily updates.

WEST COUNTY
3120 Maryland Heights

Expressway
(2 miles north of Page)

NORTH
COUNTY

4215 North Hanley Rd.
(1 block south of I-70)

ST. CHARLES
3200 Greens Bottom Rd.

“Thies on the Trail”
Located on the Katy Trail

(314) 428-9878

Bring in this ad andreceive10% OFFany Scott’s product

Paul’s Market
Since 1960

314-524-3652
“The Biggest Little Steak Store

in St. Louis”

Pauls Bacon Wrapped

Filet Mignon
5 Ounce

$499
Each

8 Ounce

$799
Each

Ferguson Outdoor
Farmers Market
Come for the Farmers,

Stay for the Fun
Opening Day is

Saturday, May 7th
Can you believe opening day is just around the corner?? The market will open
promptly at 8:00 a.m. each Saturday until the end of October. Your favorite
farmers will be here, and food vendors and crafters to celebrate the market
opening. Live music each Saturday is provided for you to enjoy while visiting
with friends and neighbors. 

For the most update information, please check the Farmers website at:
http://fergusonfarmersmarket.com.

We are your one stop shop for Mother’s Day; shop early and stay ‘til noon.
Welcome to Spring in Ferguson!

Celebrating Our 56th Year!

2nd week in April:
National Library Week
3rd Week of April:
National Wildlife Week
Fourth Week of April:
Administrative Professionals   
Week/Day (Formerly Professional 
Secretaries Week/Day)
TV-Turnoff Week (National)
Month of April:
Animal Cruelty Prevention Month
Car Care Month 

Child Abuse Prevention Month
Financial Literacy Month
Frog Month 
National Garden Month 
International Guitar Month 
Home Inspection Month
National Humor Month
Keep America Beautiful Month
Kite Flying Month
Mathematics Education Month
Poetry Month
National Welding Month

April Observances



Spring is here and I’m as happy as a robin. I’m shak-
ing off the cold and fluffing my tail feathers. I'm chirp-
ing to all my friends that it's time to get out and get
active. And while I do my happy dance, my friends are
giving me that look like I'm missing a few brain cells.
But that's okay. Ain't no thang. I’m my own bird and I
march to my own drum beat. Because Harry Belafonte
is the king of cool and I’m trying like crazy to imitate
Senora as I "jump in the line." 

So it was that I found myself hopping around on a recent morning when I re-
membered the old adage, "the early bird gets the worm." I have always thought
that saying meant that the first person to act gets the best opportunities. I'm a bit
of an early bird and always thought that was a good thing. So on that fateful
morning as I was leaving the house, I noticed the streets were a little wet. I
know that wet streets in warm weather are relatively safe. It's the wet streets in
cold weather that beg for broken ankles. So there I was enjoying the thick fog
that indicates winter is gasping its last breath, and I didn't pay any attention to
my footing until I slipped on something.  Still, I recovered and kept jogging. And
then I slipped again. This time I looked closer. Maybe there was a patch of mud
I couldn't see in the dim light. Nope. But the third time I slipped I stooped down
and saw them…the worm army. Yes. Army. Overnight millions of worms had
crawled out of their watery beds and invaded the sidewalk. And I wanted to cry
but I was too busy trying not to get sick. And I wanted to wipe my shoes in the
grass but it was muddy. And the only safe haven was the street but cars were
speeding by. And you thought the zombie apocalypse was terrifying! Add worms
guts to my new list of phobias. 

So why is Margaret writing about this, you ask? Well, I will tell you. I love to ex-
ercise and frequently get so excited about my workouts that I don't pay attention
to conditions. I've been known to ride my bike in freezing rain. I've even been
caught jogging in sudden blizzards. So in the interest of saving lives (the worms
and yours), I thought I'd remind my readers that before you take off outside, it
might be a good idea to check the weather.  Because Spring is no excuse for
carelessness, and I want my misfortune to prevent the kind of nightmare induc-
ing worm slaughter I unknowingly experienced on that terrible morning.

Now lest you think an invasion of slimy vertebrae-less creatures is enough to
stop me, I would like to reiterate that I was back at it the next morning. And the
good news is there were no worms. I would also like to tell my readers that the
animals I see in the early hours of the day are usually more of the fluffy variety.
I've seen foxes, raccoons and even a glimpse of the shy Barred Owl. The truth
is, the streets in Ferguson offer exciting views the mainstream media will never
report on. So if you are feeling a little "fluffy" and are concerned about your
physique for that summer beach trip, hop on out! You don't need expensive ac-
tive wear, though I do recommend a good pair of sneakers. Besides, a smile is a
better accessory than lycra, and shaking your tail feathers down the sidewalk is
cheaper than a gym membership. And if you are feelings really ambitious, you
can follow the example of our fine feathered friends and whistle while you walk.
In retrospect, I've had some of the most fascinating conversations with Mocking-
bird's over the years and, let me tell you, they are some of the happiest warblers
around. 

For more inspiration follow me on my blog: www.destinationdiscipline.com. 
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Ferguson by Foot
By: Margaret Wolfinbarger

Four Candidates Seek Two Seats in
Ferguson-Florissant School District

Board of Education Election
Ferguson-Florissant School District voters will have four candidates from
which to choose to fill two open seats during the Ferguson-Florissant Board
of Education election on April 5.  The candidates, whose names are listed in
the order in which they filed and will appear on the ballot, are Leslie
Suzanne Hogshead, Connie Harge, Roger Hines and Donna Marie
Dameron.

The Board of Education consists of seven members who each serve 
rotating three-year terms. The terms of current board members Hogshead
and Keith Brown expire this year.  Brown is not seeking re-election. 

On Election Day, polls will be open to registered voters from 
6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Lawn Care & More
Mowing, Mulching, Leaf Removal,

Shrub Trimming & Removal,
Overgrowth & Brush Removal,

Small Tree Trimming & Removal
Licensed, Insured
Call Jim (owner) 

314-831-2366

Paid for by Pat Cowan, 48 Forestwood, Ferguson,MO 63135

“Elections belong to the
people. It's their decision. If
they decide to turn their
back on the fire and burn
their behinds, then they will
just have to sit on their 
blisters.”

Abraham Lincoln
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SPRING CLEANING

Spring cleaning has always been
popular and just as our homes
need it, so do our vehicles.
Today we’ll talk about getting
them clean underneath it all!  

During the regular use of your 
vehicle, the fluids that protect 
critical components wear out
causing unneeded corrosion and
wear.  Harmful deposits like 
carbon, scale, sludge, and rust
sneak in and steal the vitality and
life from your vehicle.  If main-
tained regularly, your vehicle can
exceed 200,000 miles or more
without incurring expensive repair
bills.

Oil Change – The engine is the
most expensive part of any 
vehicle, so preserving it is vital.
Motor oil reduces the amount of
friction on the engine’s moving
metal parts, preventing them from
overheating and prematurely
wearing.  Over time, motor oil 
oxidizes, producing harmful
sludge that can reduce engine
cooling and plug passages 
necessary for oil lubrication.  The
easiest way to prevent sludge
build up and reduce friction is to
change oil and (filter) every 3
months or 3,000 miles. New 
vehicles using full synthetic oil
should be changed between
5000 and 7500 miles.  We also
offer motor oil additives that will
prolong the life of your engine. 

Transmission Service – Over
90% of all automatic transmission
failures are due to overheating
and fluid contamination.  Trans-
missions operate under widely
adverse conditions and expose
the transmission fluid to wild
swings in temperature.  Dirty and
contaminated fluid can cause 
erratic shifting, excessive chatter,
and premature wear.  Transmis-
sions should be serviced every 3
years or 50,000 miles.  This can
be done via traditional transmis-

Personal Injury • General Business
Estate Planning • Probate Administration

Real Estate • Municipal Law
Serving the legal needs of Missouri and Illinois clients

275 North Lindbergh Blvd.
St. Louis, Missouri 63141-7809

Tel (314) 993-4261
e-mail: dlcallahan@callahanlaw.net

Dennis L. Callahan
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Lifelong Ferguson Resident
36 years in Private Practice

UUnnddeerr   TThhee
HHoooodd  WWiitthh
RRoobbiinnwwoooodd
By Bob McGartland

Friends, Fun and Laughter
Await You Here With Us

We Offer:
• 1 & 2 Bedrooms • Secure Setting
• Dining Services • Our team of
• Full Service experts will help
Amenities you make your

• Convenient move with ease
Location

Call today for our move-in 
specials and start enjoying

worry-free living

St.Catherine
Retirement Community
Near Eagan Center

3350 St. Catherine Street
Florissant, MO 63033
314.838.3877

A Non-Profit Retirement Housing
Foundation Community

32 North Florissant Rd.
Ferguson MO 63135
314-522-0013

Ferguson Motors has
been in business since

the early 1920’s.
Locally owned and

operated.
Call Jesse or Kevin

EMISSIONS
TEST
$18
(Reg. $24)
Only at

Ferguson Motors
coupon expires 4-30-16

$10OFF
Any service over

$100
Only at

Ferguson Motors
coupon expires 4-30-16

sion filter and fluid replacement
(40% of fluid is replaced) or by
exchange service (95% fluid 
replacement but no filter 
replacement.

Cooling System Fluid 
Exchange – Cooling system 
failure is the #1 cause of engine-
related breakdowns.  Minerals in
water combine with the additives
in coolant, forming scale.  The
scale build up can result in 
decreased heat transfer on the
surfaces of the radiator and
heads resulting in overheating.
Coolant also breaks down over
time losing its anti-corrosive 
properties.  This can lead to leaky
radiators and water pumps, stuck
thermostats, and plugged heater
cores.  The cooling system fluid
should be exchanged every 2
years or 30,000 miles to prevent
scale and corrosion build up.

Brake System Fluid Exchange
Brake fluid absorbs moisture.
This lowers the boiling point of
the brake fluid, reducing braking
performance.  In addition, 
moisture causes brake fluid to 
become corrosive which can
damage the master cylinder,
wheel cylinders, brake lines, and
ABS components.  To prevent a
spongy brake pedal and 
unneeded repairs, brake fluid
should be exchanged every 3
years or 50,000 miles or at least
whenever brake pads/shoes are
replaced. 

Fuel System Cleaning – Resid-
ual fuel vapors leave behind 
carbon deposits that restrict the
flow of air and fuel to the engine.
These deposits will rob your 
engine of fuel economy and may
cause stalling, knocking, loss of
power, or hard starting.  A com-
plete three step air/fuel induction
flush performed every 2 years or
30,000 miles will improve engine
performance and reduce emis-
sion output. 

When you get into spring cleaning
this year, don’t forget that under-
neath it all, your vehicle needs to
be cleaned too!

Visit our website at 
www.robinwoodauto.com

STEPHENS FINANCIAL GROUP, INC.
Tax • Accounting • Insurance • Financial Planning

Representing: Safeco • Travelers • AAA • Progressive • Electric • Blue Cross
Stephens & Co. CPA’s Meadow Park Insurance
Taxes prepared by CPA’s at less Auto • Home • Life • Business
than discount chain prices We are in the business of
cpas@stephenscpas.com insuring families. Call today!

kents@stephenscpas.com
(314) 838-2900 (314) 838-5145

910 So. Florissant Rd. • Ferguson, MO 63135

St. Catherine Retirement Community Events
The public is invited and welcomed – RSVP 314-838-3877

Exercise with Pavan-FREE classes
Classes are led by a licensed Physical
Therapist with the use of weights
& resistance bands that are provided!
Mondays and Wednesdays 1:00 p.m.
RSVP by calling 314-838-3877

Blood Pressure Clinic  
Thursdays April 7, 21 at 10:15 a.m.                          
RSVP by calling 314-838-3877

Tai Chi for Seniors - FREE classes
Fridays at    10:00 a.m.
Reduce stress, strengthen joints, develop
balance and coordination.  

RSVP by calling 314-838-3877

“Musical” Happy Hour
With Brian Fogg & Friends
Join us for Friends and Music
Tuesday, April 22     10:30 a.m.
RSVP by April 22 - 314-838-3877 

Stay Well!
Presentation with Walgreens
Topic: Medication Management
Thursday, April 14th at 9:30 a.m.
Complimentary Breakfast at 9:00 a.m.
RSVP by calling 314-838-3877

PRESENTS
Chaos or Community

Where Do We Go From Here!
A Free Conflict Reconciliation Orientation, Using Dr. King’s Philosophy

When: Saturday 04/23/2016 Time: 9:30am - 3:30pm
Where: 11339 St. Charles Rock Rd @

The Worship Center Christian Church, Bridgeton MO 63044

'Returning violence for violence multiplies violence, adding deeper 
darkness to a night already devoid of stars.... Hate cannot drive out hate:

only love can do that.' –Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community
Dr. Martin L. King Jr.

Presenter: Charles Alphin Jr (Certified Kingian Nonviolence Trainer)
To register email BLF@charter.net or call 314-680-7533

www.BLFNVCENTER.com
Hosted By

The Worship Center Christian Church

BUILDING LIFE FOUNDATIONS
NONVIOLENCE CENTER
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Captain Dennis McBride opened the
March 9th, 2016 meeting of the Fergu-
son On Watch, welcoming everyone.
He passed out the February Ferguson
Crime Review, which contained the
monthly crimes sorted by FBI types
(Assaults, Burglaries, etc.)

He then passed out a new report titled
“Neighborhood Crime Statistics for February 2016”  which identified types
of crimes being committed in each sector.

Sector 5, Northwest quadrant of Ferguson, saw 5 burglaries in the 2nd de-
gree as their highest incident, followed by 3 incidents of Burglaries in the
1st degree and 3 incidents of Property damage.

Sector 1, Northeast quadrant of Ferguson, saw 8 stolen Automobiles as
their highest incident, followed by 3 incidents of property damage.

Sector 2, Southwest quadrant of Ferguson, saw 4 Property damage as their
highest incidents, followed by 2 Assaults in the 1st degree.

Sector 4, the Southeast quadrant of Ferguson, saw 13 incidents of Property
damage, followed by 2 incidents of Stealing Felonies & 2 of Stolen Automo-
biles.

The 3rd report was the updated list of Permanent Sector Officers.
It showed the 4 squads headed up by each Sergeant, and which officers
were assigned to which sectors, with their DSN numbers.  Each officer has
voicemail that can be reached by dialing the police station number (522-
3100) and then “5” + DSN#.  The example given was for Officer Mullen in
Sector 5 with a  DSN of 571 would have the extension of “5571”.

Guest Speaker City Manager De’Carlon Seewood

De’Carlon Seewood, our new city manager, spoke to the group in atten-
dance. The 1st subject was about how the new Police Chief selection
process is proceeding. As of this time, the field of 54 applicants nationwide
had been narrowed down to 6 who were invited for interviews.  Various
committees made up of a variety of community stakeholders graded the in-
terviewees, and the field narrowed to 4 candidates.   The next step to nar-
row the field will be done by using background checks, credit checks,
polygraph, and psych evaluations.  De’Carlon reported that the process of
selecting the next Ferguson Police Chief should be complete by mid-April.

A member of the audience asked about Shots Fired calls, and what to do
about it. Capt. McBride stepped in to ask the public to call it in to the police
station, (314) 521-3100. He described how they take the calls that come in,
and triangulate the calls to determine the origin.  A lot of calls came in at
New Year’s, and even the Captain was on duty at the Park Ridge apart-
ments when a variety of shots went off.  He described how when that is
done. The perpetrator usually goes back indoors quickly. If a sufficient num-
ber are reported, an address can be identified where the shots may have
come from.

Some additional code violations issues were inquired about, and an expla-
nation of our Responsible Landlord Ordinance was given, and how it works
to hold landlords responsible for their tenants code issues.

Someone else asked about Section 8 housing. Only cities that have a
housing authority can issue Section 8 vouchers.  Without that authority, the
city does not know which homes are occupied by Section 8 renters.

De’Carlon talked about the possibility of having the Ferguson Human
Rights commission sponsor “Neighbor to Neighbor Dinners”. The 1st step is
for neighbors to talk to each other.  We can utilize a volunteer group that
does mediation programs to help with the resident training process.

A new program being started will make sure sex offenders are registered at
their proper addresses.  In Ferguson, there are about 44 people that fall
into this category.  Police will check the reported address at least twice per
year.

Next meeting:
The next Ferguson Neighborhood Watch meeting scheduled for City Hall
will be at 7:00 pm on April 13th, 2016.   Due to the large number of Code
Violation questions that came up, a Code Inspector will be invited to attend.

KNOWLES
Heating & Cooling

Web site: knowlesac.ruudreliable.net Phone 521-0284

$5.00 OFF
Any Service Call During 

the Month of April (expires 4-30-16)

We service all
brands

RAUCH’S LAWN SERVICE
314-524-8297 

Full Lawn Maintenance
& Landscaping

• Full lawn care
• Leaf removal
• Curbside leaf

vacuuming 
• Commercial
• Residential

We         Ferguson

Ferguson
business for

26 years!
Ferguson

resident for
56 years!

<rls11nqtr@aol.com>

Leaves Still On
the Ground? Don’t
Forget Our Leaf
Vacuuming Service!
You bring your leaves to the curb
(not in the street) and then give
us a call. We will vacuum and 
dispose of them. You have no
backaches, no bags.

Greetings:

I am Cordaryl Patrick and in my role as the new Recovery Coordinator for
St. Louis Economic Development Partnership, I was hired to continue the
much needed work along the West Florissant Avenue Corridor. I will work
directly with businesses in the Cities of Ferguson, Dellwood, Jennings and
unincorporated St. Louis County to support redevelopment efforts in the
commercial corridor. In these efforts, I will be communicating with consult-
ants, businesses, government, community leaders, real estate profession-
als and others to accomplish overall business development objectives that
are inclusive of the aforementioned recovery targeted areas.

As a business owner, there are currently three initiatives you should be
aware of:

West Florissant Business Association (WFBA): The WFBA has come to-
gether to give business owners along the West Florissant Avenue corridor
an organized voice, cultivate strong business-to-business partnerships, an
identity for the commercial corridor, and to further promote businesses. The
association meets every 2nd Thursday at 8:45am, Ferguson’s Community
Center.

Façade Improvement Program: The Façade Improvement program pro-
vides matching grants to property owners or commercial tenants for up-
grading the exterior of their buildings or 
landscaping.

101 Module Classes: The 101 module classes are a free tool administered
by the Small Business Administration (SBA) to help enhance business
growth. Programs include a highly structured framework for facilitating
progress that is specific to each business’ interest, needs and objectives.
These programs include: cash flow, forecasting, management control, tar-
get marketing, time management, inventory control and many other tools.

If you would like more information and/or participate, please contact me di-
rectly. I appreciate your time and the level of commitment you have for your
business.

Cordaryl Patrick
www.STLPartnership.com   314.615.7663

Our Depression era grandparents were
environmentalists before we ever talked

about it—They were fond of saying,
“Use it up, wear it out; make do or do

without.”
(This message is provided by the

Ferguson Eco Team.)

And Now a Word from Our Planet . . . . 



Page 15

Dr. Robyn’s Office Hours:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm

Tuesday, 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 pm

Regular Chiropractic Care and Long-Term Wellness

When you are engaged in the process of enhancing your overall
health and well-being, it's important to pay attention to the details.
This implies taking care of what's going on beneath the surface as
well as what you may easily notice and observe.

As most of us know, when we finally become aware of symptoms,
that particular disease process has been going on for quite a while.
For example, dizziness and nausea in a person over the age of 50
may likely represent undetected, and therefore unmanaged, high
blood pressure. Similarly, the onset of sciatica usually represents the
final outcome of a longstanding process of spinal nerve irritation and
spinal joint dysfunction. Chiropractic care is a unique method of
health care that investigates the causes of a person's biomechanical
symptoms, analyzing and detecting the spinal nerve and joint progen-
itors of such problems. Regular chiropractic care helps reduce nerve
interference and restore spinal function, thus helping you and your
family attain greater levels of health and well-being.

For Pediatric Development & Adult Health

Dr. Robyn Lawrence
314-524-2580

111 Church Street, Ferguson
dr.robyn@getwellferguson.com

www.getwellferguson.com

35 North Florissant Road, Ferguson, MO 63135

We offer free tutoring for students of all ages. We help students
advance in math and reading or help them work on their assigned

homework. No sign-up required! See the front desk 
for more infomation or call 314.521.4820

fergusonyouthtutors.org
Facebook: Ferguson Youth Tutors

Email: Fergusonyouthtutors@gmail.com

   
     

Compassionate Staff, New Friendships,
and Memories to Last a Lifetime.

A      
    

 
    

 

Affordable, SPACIOUS Senior Living with 
Independent & Residential Care Apartments.

DeSmet
Retirement Community
1425 N. New Florissant Rd.

Florissant, MO
314-838-3811

1         

  

RCF License #041987

           

In business 30 years!
Low Prices!
No Waits!

We Also Do Water Heaters!

Clean and Check
Your A/C

$49.95
Plus 24 Hour
Emergency

Service
I’M THE

COOLINATOR

JOHN BAKER
HEATING & COOLING

JOHN BAKER
HEATING & COOLING

$10 OFF
Your next service

With this coupon
Call 314.878.6228

jdbcooling.com

24HOUR
SERVICE

Marsha Medley Piano Plus
Music lessons for all ages.
pianomedley.com
314-441-6748

Where Learning and Laughter Live!

First Presbyterian Annual

Spaghetti
Supper

Saturday, April 2nd
4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Adults: $8
Children (6-12) $4

Children 5 and under Free

First Presbyterian Church 
of Ferguson 

401 Darst Road

Florissant Valley Kiwanis
6th Annual Trivia Night

Saturday, April 2, 2016
Hazelwood Community Center-White Birch Park

1186 Teson Road, Hazelwood, MO  63042.
Doors open at 6:30pm, and trivia begins at 7:00pm.

$20 per person/$120 per table
(8 per table maximum).  

Popcorn, soda & beer included.  You may bring your own food and bever-
ages.  Theme: Helping communities one child at a time. Net proceeds sup-
port children and children's charities.  Examples include food backpacks,
Terrific Kids awards, scholarships, Boy/Girl Scouts, Wyman Center, food
pantries, St. Louis Crisis Nursery, Key Club, Key Leader camp, Ferguson-
Florissant Parents as Teachers, Hazelwood School District Foundation. 

Prizes:  1st $300, 2nd $160, 3rd Free table at next year's event. 
Attendance prizes, silent auction, 50/50, heads or tails & more.

Mail check payable to Kiwanis Club of Florissant Valley with table leader's
name to Randy McDaniel, Director of Finance, City of Florissant, 955 rue
Saint Francois, Florissant, MO  63031.  For more information, contact Myra
at 314-921-5120 or e-mail <mytalk3015 at att.net>*. 

Grass Cutting
The City of Ferguson has a vegetation ordinance that regulates the mainte-
nance of all privately owned properties (Chapter 46, Sections 1-28).  The
intent of the ordinance is to promote sanitation, prevent neighborhood dete-
rioration and preserve property values.  The assistance of all property own-
ers and/or tenants is needed to maintain high standards.

It is unlawful for any person having control of any lot or tract of land, or any
part thereof, to allow or maintain on any such lot or tract of land, thereof,
any growth of weeds grasses, vines, annual plants, and vegetation other
than trees, shrubs, cultivated flowers and vegetation in gardens, to a height
exceeding seven (7”) inches.  Nor shall such growth be allowed on the
street or right-of-way or sidewalk adjacent to or adjoining any such lot or
tract of land.

The City Inspectors inspect properties with respect to the grass ordinance.
If the property is in violation a grass warning notice is issued to the property
owner, one copy is left at the property and another copy is mailed to the
owner.  The inspector then re-inspects the property seven days later.  If the
grass has been cut the violation is abated, if the grass has not been cut it
goes on a cut list and is forwarded to our contractor who will cut the grass.
This charge is then attached to the property and an invoice is mailed to the
owner who also receives a summons for court.  This notice is issued only
once during the grass growing season and the property is checked periodi-
cally for further violations.
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• Cleaning • Decorating  
• Party Hosting • Organizing

MOVING?
Sonya can get your house
ready for sale, from start to

finish

Meet Sonya

Sonya is a lifelong resident
of Ferguson with 11 years of 

experience cleaning and 
organizing. She has a

Bachelor’s Degree in Fine
Arts and is able to transform

your home or office into a
functional area that is also

attractive.
Sonya is up for any 

challenge, large or small.

Gift Cards
Birthday? Anniversary? 

Gift Cards are always the
right size and color.

Call Sonya
314.971.0403

Check out Sonya’s website
sonyassolutions.com

FREE
B-12 SHOT

$25 for first & get
2nd Free
314-736-1333

With coupon. Expires 4-30-16

FREE
Blood Glucose

& Vitals
Blood Pressure, Heart Rate,
Oxygen Saturation & Temp.

314-736-1333
With coupon. Expires 4-30-16

FLU &
Tetanus Shot
$2000

314-736-1333
With coupon. Expires 4-30-16

School/Camp
& Sports
Physicals
$2500

314-736-1333
With coupon. Expires 4-30-16

Adult Wellness
Screening Packages

Office Visit with Lab Package
(Complete Blood Count, Cholesterol,
Thyroid Function, Kidney Function,

Liver Function & Blood Sugar)

$15000
314-736-1333

With coupon. Expires 4-30-16

Self Pay Visit
$1000

OFF
314-736-1333

With coupon. Expires 4-30-16

EACH

Reg. $250

Walk-in Clinic • Pain Clinic • Treats Headaches, 
Injuris and Chronic Pain

Pain Clinic
New Patients are Welcome

Most Insurances are Accepted

314-736-1333
1025 Dunn Road • Florissant

(Just west of New Florissant)
M-Th 9am-6pm, Fr 9am-8pm, Sa 9am-1pm
Ahmed Ali, M.D. & Saima Ahmad, M.D.

www.stlmrg.com

Now offering Primary Physician
Service.

Challenger Learning Center, 
Boeing, and Engineer’s Week

FERGUSON– Challenger Learning Center-St.
Louis matched Boeing Engineers with area
classroom teachers and students to lead a de-
sign challenge that was kicked-off during Engi-
neer’s Week. The activity allowed the
engineers to work closely with students in the
classroom and see the positive impact they
have to inspire the students in a meaningful
STEM experience.

A total of 16 engineers are participating in the
program, which is part of the Challenger
Learning Center’s “Challenger Academy” pro-
gram and is funded by Boeing. The program
includes a series of four professional develop-
ment workshops, educator resources, and a
volunteer component for Boeing engineers to
engage with students. The activity that the  en-
gineers did with the students involved a chal-
lenge to design the most effective parachute,

using a limited supply of materials and time.

“This was a rewarding opportunity for me,” says Dan Kim, Lead Engineer at
Boeing. “The high level of engagement and enthusiasm of the students was
matched by their creativity in problem-solving.  I look forward to continuing
my engagement with the students and fostering their interest in STEM.”

“For my students, the work that engineers do is an abstract concept,“ says
Dorothy Rice, teacher at Compton/Drew ILC  Middle School. “Meeting an
engineer who actually works on these projects made the field of engineer-
ing more relatable. After our visit with Dan, several of my students started
wondering if they could possibly do it, too.”

The Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis is a partnership of the Ferguson-
Florissant School District, the Saint Louis Science Center and Education-
Plus and is part of the Challenger Center for Space Science Education, an
international not-for-profit education organization founded in April 1986 by
the families of the astronauts tragically lost during the Challenger space
shuttle mission. For more information, visit www.clcstlouis.org.

Boeing Engineer, Dan Kim (middle) with Compton Drew Middle School
students during Engineer's Week

Painting for Peace in Ferguson
one year later the book continues to bring people together

What started out with only local
distribution and a small press run
for the children's book, Painting for
Peace in Ferguson, has turned
into a much bigger year than any-
one anticipated. Launched on
February 21, 2015, not only was it
selected to represent the state of
Missouri at Library of Congress'
National Book Festival, it also re-
ceived an IPPY Outstanding Book
of the Year award beating out
more than 6,000 other entries. 
Appearing on the local, indie book best-seller list for 22 out of 52 weeks, it
quickly sold out of its first run of 2,000 books. As the second year of Paint-
ing for Peace in Ferguson begins, the book continues to gain interest and
momentum with two exciting projects in the works. Author Carol Swartout
Klein is working on a companion coloring book and a large art installation
that involves dozens of pieces of the painted boards from the windows of
businesses in Ferguson and the surrounding communities that is slated to
open in early fall.

Now in its second printing, the book began national distribution starting in
August with libraries throughout the country placing it on their shelves and
teachers from Texas to New York and California reading it in classrooms.
Since the book was published, Klein has been a sought-after presenter at
conferences, book stores and with school groups not only locally, but
throughout Missouri and other states.

And, making good on the promise to give back to youth programs and 
businesses in the Ferguson area, more than $4,000 in donations have been
contributed and more than 650 books have been donated to area schools
including the Ferguson-Florissant School District.

What's next:
Painting for Peace: A Coloring Book is scheduled to hit the bookstore
shelves on May 24 with some advance copies available mid-April. 

1040
TAX PREPARER

John Barnard
7526 Woodstock Rd.
St. Louis, MO
63135

314-521-0368



I’m sure everyone is familiar with
treated timber, the type that uses
chemicals to preserve the wood.
Do we need more chemicals in our
life? What about Thermally Modi-
fied Timber (TMT)? Thermal Modifi-
cation is a process that replaces
the use of chemicals with heat and
steam so that it can be used not
only outside but indoors as well.
The high heat used during the
modification of the wood changes
its cell structure by converting the
wood sugars into a natural sub-
stance that cannot be digested by
insects and is highly resistant to
mold and fungus.

With this cell restructuring, the ex-
pansion and contraction of the
wood is greatly reduced. Even
though you won’t have to compen-
sate for the expansion and con-
traction of the wood, you will still
need to understand that the wood
is more brittle and not as flexible.
Therefore, this type of wood is not
as suitable for the support of a
structure.

The modification process uses
heat and steam making it a natural,
chemical free way to extend the life
of a wood product.

1. The temperature is rapidly
raised to 212 degrees that affects
the composition of the wood.
Steam is added to keep the wood
from checking and the moisture
content of the wood is reduced
down to almost 0%.

2. The temperature is raised
even higher to change the color of
the wood to the desired color you
are looking for up to 415 degrees.
The longer the wood is kept in
these high temperatures the darker
it becomes. Steam is used to keep
the wood from bursting into flame.

3. The temperature is reduced
by spraying water onto the wood
and finally the wood is conditioned
and re-moistened to bring the
moisture content back up to 5 to 7
percent.
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Some common uses for TMT are
not limited to outside applications
such as decks and siding, but
doors and windows could be built
from this wood. Interior applica-
tions can include flooring, bath-
room interiors and saunas, in case
you have a sauna.

Any wood species can be Ther-
mally Modified and during the
process as stated above, the color
can be manipulated to any desired
color and the overall weight of the
wood is considerably less.

In the eyes of Bob, when on the
Job, this type of wood will be used
on repairs to the older homes that
we work on. This wood will last
longer than any of the natural
woods that are on the market
today. After the completion of the
repair, the TMT will be top coated
and you can count on this wood to
hold up for many years to come.

A Special Note to BobonJob read-
ers; beginning next month, Bob on
Job will be occupying Page 16 of
this publication, the whole page.
Bob will not be limited to only
being able to explore partial expla-
nations of the projects that are
being presented. My Editor-in-Law
has granted this move because
she finds these articles not only in-
teresting, but very informative and
wants the readers of this good
newspaper to be able to finish the
project that is being explained.
Watch out – before you know it
Bob on Job will be two page event
and every old house in Ferguson
will be in such top notch shape
that all of the house inspectors
won’t need to inspect our homes
and the day of those 30 and 40
page reports on what is wrong with
your house will be gone. 

Oh, and by the way, if you want to
move into a house that doesn’t
have a few quirks about it; then
move into a new house and tell me
about the quirks that you are going
to miss about living in an older
home. So with that being said
BobonJob will only be allowing this
Aprils Fools prank to play out just
this one time.

Until next month, Bob is on the
Job.    

By
Bob
McCarty

Disc Golf
Two Holes remain...That's right, we have two left to clear.  We currently
have seven full new holes carved in to the honey suckle that has taken 
over the park and we need all the help we can get, clearing and hauling
brush, removing downed trees and picking up trash. 

We will be working every Saturday afternoon until the course is done, de-
pending on weather (only the rain will keep us away.)  The times may vary,
but are generally posted on our Facebook site. If you can't assist with the
physical aspect of helping, donations will always be highly appreciated.  

Do you know a Boy/Girl Scout Troop or service organization that is looking
for a service project?  We have a bridge and staircase that will need to be
built to complete the course.  This will require physical labor and some 
engineering aptitude. Contact us via email or Facebook.

Try playing Disc Golf and enjoy the outdoors!

Fergusondiscgolf@gmail.com   www.facebook.com/Fergusondiscgolf

Thanks,
The Friends of Ferguson Disc Golf

Sun-Mon.
11am-9pm

Tues. & Thurs.
11am-11pm

Fri.-Sat
11am-12am

3776 PERSHALL ROAD, FERGUSON, MO 

Restoring your automobile to
its “NEW CAR” look doesn’t

take a magician.
It takes the

trained 
professionals
at Lonero’s.

LONERO’S AUTO BODY
314-524-8006

FERGUSON Handcrafted BEERS
Golden Blond – Our lightest beer on tap.
Unfiltered German Pilsner – Brewed as a German style pilsner with
crisp malt flavors and Sterling hops.
Belgian Wit – Bitter orange peel and coriander are added near the
end of the boil to give this ale a crisp, yet zesty citrus flavor.
Hefeweizen – 50% wheat malt and the yeast shines through giving
the beer a great banana/clove flavor and aroma.
St. Louis Pale Ale – A golden American style pale ale using Cas-
cade hops at four different points in the boil. Well balanced with a
malty mouth-feel and a hoppy citrus bite.
Imperial IPA – A spicy hop bitterness and dry-hopped for a big foral
aroma.
Pecan Brown Ale – Brewed with pecans directly added to the mash.
Six different malts is what give this ale its nutty malty flavor.
Munich Dunkel – Characterized by the depth and complexity from
the toastiness of the Munich malts.
Oatmeal Stout – Dark appearance comes from the chocolate and
dark barley malts bringing out roasted and mild coffee flavors.
Limited Release Beers – See your server about what’s on tap

Brewmaster says: 
“Any Beer Goes Well with Good Food

418 So. Florissant Road 314-521-2220
fergusonbrewing.com
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Advertising Your
Brand on Facebook:
Part 2
By LaTease Rikard

Last month I gave you the beginning steps to
using Facebook Ads.  Facebook Ads are avail-
able to use when you have a Facebook Busi-
ness Page.  Personal Profile Pages are not
eligible. Facebook Advertising is less expen-
sive than you think and with the help of a re-
vised advertising module, Facebook allows
you to target your audience as well as deter-
mine who you want to see your ads.  This can
be fun if you and financially rewarding if you
follow the steps.

Advertising on Facebook can be accomplished two ways.  Right Hand Col-
umn (RHC) advertising give advertisers more chances to reach the mas-
sive Facebook audience.  These ads are smaller with a Title (25 characters
allowed,) and a text body with a 90-character allowance.  The image used
also has stipulations.  Images must be 600x315 pixels.  Don’t worry if your
image is not this size, Facebook will let you know by rejecting the ad.  See
the image below for an example of a Facebook ad that meets regulations. 

The other type of ad allowed on Facebook is called News Feed advertising.
Facebook has 1.82 billion monthly active users and 1.01 billion mobile ac-
tive users.  That’s a lot of eyeballs possibly looking for what you have to
sell. 

“By advertising in the News Feed, marketers have the best possible chance
of reaching over a billion monthly active Facebook users. These highly en-
gaging native ads combine a large image with social elements (like, com-
ment, and share). And because a single insertion persists in the user’s
News Feed, each placed ad gives an advertiser multiple opportunities to
reach the customer,” (AdRoll, 2014.)  
Here is an example of a News Feed ad:

The way all this works is the use of Facebook’s Website Custom Audiences
(WCA.)  Facebook allows advertisers match visitors who came to a website
with the Facebook audience in order to retarget them with personalized ads
in the News Feed on mobile, as well as desktop. Since Facebook users are
just as likely to check in from a phone, a tablet, or a desktop, WCA repre-
sents an early opportunity for cross-device retargeting. In addition, Face-
book allows for demographic segmentation, age, gender, race, income and
education are just a couple of the segments you can use to make sure your
ad gets seen by the right set of eyes. 

Once you know who your audience is, what they like, what websites they
are most likely to visit, etc., you can use this information to your benefit.
Data such as this is valuable to business owners.  Use Facebook to your

FFSD NAMES 2016 TEACHER AND
SUPPORT EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR

The Ferguson-Florissant School District has named Sheila Carves as its
2016 Teacher of the Year and Thomas Miller as the Support Employee of
the Year.

Carves, a sixth-grade teacher at Johnson-Wabash Elementary School, has
worked in the district for eight years.  She serves as the school’s Teacher in
Charge and has consistently facilitated professional development work-
shops for colleagues.  According to Johnson-Wabash Principal Robin With-
erspoon, Carves teaches each child as her own.

“I accept all children as they come to me in their own unique packages.  As
a teacher, I have to be flexible and creative enough to try different teaching
techniques,” said Carves.  “I impress upon my students that they need to
strive to do their best always and meet each challenge with a positive frame
of mind.  The heart of my teaching philosophy is to give students strategies
from which to construct a more substantial education.”

Under this philosophy, Carves’ 2015 class of sixth graders performed at the
highest academic level in English Language Arts in the district.

“Ms. Carves is very invested in her students and works closely to ensure
they reach their full potential.  She knows they can achieve greatness and
expects nothing less,” said Henan Hamden, school nurse at Johnson-
Wabash, who nominated Carves to the honor.

Miller, a telecommunications specialist, is the district’s lone phone mainte-
nance technician.  He’s worked in the district for almost 11 years.  He is re-
sponsible for the entire telecommunications infrastructure.

“Tom represents the department well as he comes in contact with most all
stakeholders given his role,” said Kyle Hagaman, the district’s network su-
pervisor.  “The district is fortunate to have an individual like Tom.  People
need to communicate, and Tom helps the district to meet that objective.”

In her nomination of Miller, Margie Reale, executive secretary to the super-
intendent, stated that Miller is a true professional who provides top-level
support.

“The scope and impact of his work is felt in every area of Ferguson-Floris-
sant,” said Reale.  “He not only provides technical support, but makes
every effort to know how to search for better solutions, anticipating the
needs at the building level as well as district level.”

Carves and Miller were recently surprised with the announcement of their
recognition by district administrators and staff who visited their respective
work sites. They will also be recognized at the April 13 Board of Education
meeting.  Carver will be nominated to the Missouri Teacher of the Year. 

Ferguson-Florissant School District

WHOLESOME MEALS
IN A SNAP

5-MINUTE GOURMET MEALS
munchery.com
What’s for dinner? Get quick, healthy meals from top
local chefs delivered to your door.

advantage make use of the vast amount of data the social network collects.
Then create an ad campaign that will increase your revenue, and your
brand awareness with astonishing results. 

Want to know more about creating ad campaigns using Facebook call me
at 314-495-2497 or just reach out to me on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/latease
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STEM in St. Louis
The St. Louis area has a great number of very active and nationally-recog-
nized STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) projects and activi-
ties.  Find out what is happening in the area at the April 18 meeting of the
Ferguson-Florissant (North County) Branch of the American Association of
University Women.

Siinya Riley, who has been involved with the STEM program at the St.
Louis Science Center for 25 years, will present the latest initiatives of that
institution.  This program  is nationally recognized.

Christina Hughes, Science Coordinator for Hazelwood School District, will
give an overview of STEM activities in a major suburban school district.
Hazelwood has been an innovator in school STEM programs.

The AAUW meeting will be April 18 at 7:00 pm in the Educational Building
of Immanuel UCC Church, 211 Church Street, Ferguson.  The program is
free and open to the public.  For more information, call 314-517-8973, 
314-831-5359, or 314-831-6884.

Thursdays, 1:30 to 2:30 pm
St. Stephen’s Church, 33 No. Clay
$10 per class suggested donationCall 314.645.6112

On March 3, the Viper Bots robotics team from Vogt Elementary joined the
Girl Scouts of Eastern Missouri for a STEM expo at the Missouri State
Capitol in Jefferson City. The girls showed off the robot they made this year,
and performed science demonstrations like melting styrofoam cups in ace-
tone. They also were introduced on the floor of the House of Representa-
tives by Rep. Sharon Pace.

Pictured in back: Coach Josh Renaud, Mame Diarre Ndaw, 
Coach Seynabou Ndaw
In front: Jadzia Renaud, Jossie Gates, Ariana Faulkner, Rep. Sharon Pace,
Allyson Shelton, Diana Espinoza, Carisa Hale

The Viper Bots have accomplished a lot in their first year, including winning
an award for their project at the First Lego League qualifier back in 
November.

Soroptimist International Annual

LADIES NIGHT OUT
Bunco Tournament
Saturday, April 2

Sacred Heart Parish Hall
in Florissant

Contact Lisa Schroeder
314-971-6913

LADIES GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, May 20 at Golf Club of Florissant

Individual Entry $65 includes 9 holes with cart, dinner, 
attendance prizes and awards.

Margie Heppermann 314.839.0565 or 
Grace Zykan 314.837.4881

http://www.soroptimiststlouis.com/

Vogt Viper Bots

Vogt 
Elementary
Fifth Grader

is FFSD
Spelling
Champ

Jadzia Renaud, a fifth grader
at Vogt Elementary School, is
the Ferguson-Florissant
School District’s 2016
Spelling Bee Champion.  
Renaud competed against 
elementary and middle
school students who 
represented their respective
schools as building level 
winners.  As the district winner, Renaud will compete in the annual Post-
Dispatch Spelling Bee. Jonathan Hinton, a seventh grader at Berkeley 
Middle School, is the runner-up in this year’s competition. 
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Community Policing Update 
The Ferguson Community Policing Steering Committee held a meeting
Thursday March 17 at the First Baptist Church.  The next meeting will be a
Community Outreach meeting with the theme of “Lead the change: our 
community, our police” on Saturday, April 30th at Nesbit-Newton Park from
1:00 to 3:00.

This meeting was the first since the Consent Decree with approximately
thirty people attending (almost all of whom residents of the 1st or 2nd
Wards) and was very productive.  It began with a far reaching conversation
on progress to date, the need to broaden participation to include Ward 3
residents and how best to insure that everyone had a chance to have their
voice heard.  The Steering Committee agreed that it made sense to pause
the Steering Committee development work in support of the Consent De-
cree until an additional outreach effort was initiated to Ward 3 and particu-
larly the Southeast part of Ferguson.  The Committee decided that its next
meeting would be used to solicit broad community input, particularly from
younger residents, and to attempt to recruit additional participants for the
Steering Committee. 

Braxton DeGarmo Releases New
Book – A Zealot's Destiny

Who is trying to eliminate the British Royal
Family? And why? After all, the monarchy is
largely ceremonial and symbolic. 

What does the Stone of Destiny have to do
with ancient End Times prophecy? 

Where is the Throne of David? After all,
God promised David that someone would
sit on his throne throughout eternity. It’s that
earthly throne that Christ will claim upon His
return. And yet, where did it go after King
Zedekiah was overthrown and exiled to
Babylon in 585 BC? 

Why would a new world leader, who waits in
the shadows to assume his role in history,
want to claim the Throne of Promise as
his? 

When The Assembly is tasked to fulfill this leader’s wish, will they succeed
in thwarting God’s plan? 

Based upon a mix of Biblical prophecy and current events, A Zealot’s 
Destiny, Book Five of the MedAir Series, is a political thriller that will take
you on a breakneck roller coaster of action. An explosion at a royal resi-
dence in England leads to a small town in Missouri. Is it terrorism, an assas-
sination … or both? Agents of the Royal Protection Service, FBI, and Secret
Service … some, or all, could be corrupt. From Westminster College back to
Westminster Abbey, Lynch Cully doesn’t know who to trust. In the end, his
life will never be the same. 

You won’t want to put this book down. 

Available at Amazon, Kobo, and iTunes. 

That’s Mom – A Tribute
We at Spencer's Bakery would like to thank all of our dear customers/friends
for your support since Marilyn's passing. She considered all of you - as do
Charles and I - a part of our family. So much so that, if someone hadn't been
in for a while, she would ask 'I wonder where so-and-so is?' or 'We haven't
seen whatchamacallit in a while.'. She was always worried about her family.
But...That's Mom.

When I think back to before we moved to Ferguson, when I was little (yes, I
was little. once). I was walking a friend home from school and was a little
late getting home. When I finally got home I saw Mom on the phone, asking
people if they saw me. When she saw me, she ran over and hugged me
tight. I didn't think it was a big deal, but...
That's Mom.

When I think of the artistry she displayed, and she was a true artist. Not just
in the way she did cookies or donuts or breakfast. But especially when she
did decorated and wedding cakes. The way she did them, turning a plain
cake and some icing into a masterpiece, she was a true master. When I
think about that, I'll think...
That's Mom.

When I think of the strength to be up at that podium 10 years ago, being our
family's 'rock' when Dad passed away. And, later that year, the strength to
fight back cancer, and come back stronger than ever, I'll think...
That's Mom.

When I think of the strength, the drive the spirit. To be able to - 3 days... be-
fore - to be able to stand up on her own from that wheelchair, I'll think - not
only how proud I am of of her - but also...
That's Mom.

And now, in the early morning. When I look up at the pre-dawn sky and see
that lone star shining bright, I'll think...
That's Mom.

Finally reunited with Dad - for eternity.
Marilyn Spencer.
You will never be forgotten - pretty lady. 
Please send any donations for Mom's expenses to
'Louis Spencer' at:
Spencer's Bakery, 100 Church Street
Ferguson, Mo. 63135
Visit alexanderstlouis.com to leave comments.

Hug your loved ones everyday.
Louis Dale Spencer II
Charles Wade Spencer
Marilyn Spencer :)

Book Signing

A book signing and presentation of Dr. Jimmy Watson’s book, Big Jesus, will
be Monday, April 4, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. at Immanuel United Church of Christ,
126 Church St., Ferguson, held in the Reception Room (basement of the
Church).  There will be a limited number of books available for purchase at
$10.50 a book.

Also FREE COPIES of Dr. Watson’s book Jesus is Still Speaking Through
the Gospel of Mark will be available.

A six-week study of Big Jesus will begin on Monday evenings, April 18
through May 23, at 7:00 p.m. in Immanuel’s  Educational Building, Room
202.  Everyone is invited to attend!   Dr. Watson is the Senior Pastor at 
Immanuel UCC.

For the
Do-It-Your-

Selfer
Kitchens & Baths

Cabinets, 
Windows, Doors

and More
Check our quality
before you buy!

Installation available also!
Free Estimates  – Call

WOLFCO
314.831.4598    314.799.2818

Interior and
Exterior
Doors!
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ROBYN L. STRANQUIST
ATTORNEY AT LAW

314-808-5666 LICENSED IN
MISSOURI & ILLINOIS

Ferguson Twilight Run Awarded
Best Neighborhood Support

for 4th Year

Registration for the 2016 Ferguson Twilight Run increases on
April 15. Register online at www.FergTwilightRun.com 

to receive the early bird discount.
For the fourth year in a row, the Ferguson Twilight Run has received the
Best Neighborhood Support Award from Big River Race Management. The
race has also received awards for Best Post-Race Atmosphere and Most
Growth at a Large Event. The Ferguson Twilight Run has consistently been
awarded Best Neighborhood Support because of the overwhelming amount
of support from local businesses as sponsors and vendors, extremely high
turnout of local residents to participate, tremendous encouragement along
the route from local residents, and great community atmosphere before,
during and after the event.

Each year at the Ferguson Twilight Run, the party continues long after the
final pair of shoes have crossed the finish line. Over the years, we’ve
changed from our running shoes into our dancing shoes and partied at the
finish line with bands such as Dirty Muggs, Dr. Zhivegas, Smash Band and
Javier Mendoza. This year, we’ll be funking out to the tunes of the brass
band with attitude, the Funky Butt Brass Band! Stick around after the race
and enjoy the brass funk until 10:00 pm!

The Ferguson Twilight Run is the definition of a community event, led by
neighbors for neighbors. The race attracts runners and walkers of all fitness
levels, ages and abilities. The people who walk, run, wheel in a chair, or
ride in a stroller are joined together in health, wellness, fitness, community,
and of course, fun.

Sponsoring the Ferguson Twilight Run is a way for you to share your com-
mitment to the people in our community who are achieving their active
lifestyle goals while advertising your name throughout the region. Sponsor-
ship applications are due by April 27 to have your business or organizations
name included in promotional materials for the race. Visit 
www.FergTwilightRun.com to learn more about the 2016 Ferguson Twilight
Run sponsorship opportunities.

Registration for the 7th Annual Ferguson Twilight Run on May 14, 2016 is
available online at www.FergTwilightRun.com. When you register ten or
more people as a team for the 5K or 10K, everyone receives a $2 discount.
Teams of four or more registering for the one mile fun run receive one free
entry. Email RaceDirector@FergTwilightRun.com to receive your unique
team code to enter.

Follow us on social media:
Twitter @FergTwilightRun #RunWithFerguson
Facebook – Ferguson Twilight Run

Retaining Walls and
Landscaping

• Railroad Ties
• Keystone Bricks
• Versa-Lok Bricks
• Diamond Blocks
• Garden Wall Flower
Beds

Yardwork:
• Sod • Garden Soil
• Seed • Hedges
• Bushes • Trees
(trimmed or removed)

Licensed & Bonded – Senior Citizen Discount –
References – 24 years experience

Mr. White (24/7)
314-522-1944

Lafayette Industries North, Inc. 
Expanding its Footprint in Berkeley

Growth Will Bring 80 New, Highly Anticipated Jobs 
to the Area

On February 4, 2016, Lafayette Industries North, Inc. broke ground on an
expansion to its facility in Berkeley, Mo., which will add 80 new jobs to the
area. The $4.4 million project is being funded by a $2.3 million grant from
the Productive Living Board and Lafayette’s “North County Strong” capital
campaign to raise $2.1 million. Lafayette’s capital campaign was launched
by a $100,000 donation from Emerson which led to additional individual
gifts, as well as a challenge grant by the Mabee Foundation. 
Combined, the gifts have put the organization halfway toward its overall
capital campaign goal.

"Emerson is proud to sup-
port Lafayette Industries
and their commitment to job
creation in the North
County area,” Patrick J. Sly,
executive vice president of
Emerson, which is located
in Ferguson, said. “This ex-
pansion truly represents

community-wide commitment to increased opportunities for those with de-
velopmental disabilities. We look forward to seeing the great success of this
project.”

This progress has allowed Lafayette Industries North, Inc. to begin con-
struction of a 19,500 square foot expansion to its current North County fa-
cility at 4621 World Parkway Circle. Upon completion, Lafayette Industries
North, Inc. will encompass more than 40,000 square feet and will expand
its work force by more than 80 jobs over the next 18 months. Planned 
additions to the facility include four packaging areas, a high-bay storage
warehouse and four docks, as well as other renovations. Completion of the
entire project will take approximately eight months.

"This expansion allows us to enhance our mission in the North County area
and enables people with developmental disabilities to have choice for gain-
ful employment and a feeling of purpose,” Kyler Humphrey, senior partner
with Polsinelli and member of the board of directors of Lafayette Industries,
said.

"Lafayette Industries offers its employees much more than just a job,” Rob
Libera, chief executive officer and executive director of Lafayette Industries
said. “Our workers are excited each day to be among their peers, contribut-
ing and working together as a team, bringing them a sense of self-worth
that many did not have prior to working at Lafayette. We have a long 
waiting list of people who want to work with us. This expansion will allow
that to happen.”

Lafayette Industries, a non-profit organization, is the largest full-time em-
ployer of adults with developmental disabilities in the state of Missouri and
has more than 165 people currently on its waiting list for jobs. This expan-
sion will allow Lafayette Industries to increase the number of people it em-
ploys at its two facilities from 373 to 500. During the past 10 years,
Lafayette has doubled the number of people it employs.
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The Best of
Ferguson

This column is devoted to the
people of Ferguson

whose efforts and dedication
make Ferguson the 

“Community of Choice”

– by Ruffina Farrokh 
Anklesaria, M.A.

Ferguson United Organization

My column is dedicated to the men and women who represent the Best of
Ferguson. My featured group this month is the Ferguson United Commit-
tee, of which I am a member. Our group is led by Rob Chabot, whom I first
met when I volunteered at the I Love Ferguson store. I was invited to join
this group which was formed to educate residents on what it will take for us
to maintain the integrity of our beautiful city, Ferguson, and why it is impor-
tant that we go out to the polls on Tuesday 5th April, and vote Yes to Propo-
sitions P and E. 

Nobody likes new taxes unless the life of the city itself is at stake.  This is
the choice we have to make now. If we wish to continue to enjoy the ameni-
ties we are used to, emergency, fire and police services, road repairs,
recreational parks etc, we need to generate more revenue. Voting Yes to
Propositions P and E will take care of the shortfall in our City’s budget.

Proposition P seeks a small increase in property taxes. Proposition E (Eco-
nomic Development) will increase sales taxes in the city by half of a per-
cent. Without these taxes, city staff will be cut by almost 25% and our city’s
infrastructure will deteriorate. It has even been suggested that with no addi-
tional revenue, the city might go bankrupt and even unincorporate. If you
love Ferguson, I urge you to vote Yes on Propositions P and E!

All of us residents have been through a great deal of stress since the
events of August 9, 2014. We have become known in the media for so
many things that we do not associate with our city. We are a diverse com-
munity and have enjoyed many years of peace and harmony. The crisis
here brought out the best in most of us. I personally made about 100
friends in Ferguson! I came to love this place even more than I did before
because I had to fight for my city and raise the flag of harmony for all to
see.

I had a choice then, as circumstances would have it: leave Ferguson and
settle elsewhere, or stay and make it home, confident that the best is still to
come. I chose the latter. I did so because I had already lived here 12 years
and loved that everything was within easy reach - the main chain stores,
homegrown restaurants, lovely parks, Blessed Teresa of Calcutta Catholic
school, Zion Lutheran church, the Corner Coffee House, banks, post office,
the Whistle Stop ice cream shop and so much more.

A bond of friendship and closeness was forged among us residents that is
very precious. We went through tough times together and came out
stronger than before. We had to unite to survive the onslaught of bad press.
While we had real problems to deal with, they were certainly blown out of
proportion and misrepresented in the news. 

Against this background, we were all waiting to hear what changes would

be made to maintain the integrity of our city and to improve it. When I heard
that terms and conditions were being negotiated between our city and the
Department of Justice, my interest was piqued when I heard that new
measures for monitoring and staff training would probably mean new taxes.
Like everyone else, I certainly did not want any new burden of tax. How-
ever, as I started to dig deeper into the details, I realized that without the
new taxes proposed, the face of our beautiful city would be drastically
changed. 

It is to be noted that the housing market tanked in Ferguson over the last
few years, as it did everywhere else across the United States.  Property
values were free falling for some time and our property tax revenue was
eroded. As a result of the upheaval from August 2014, retail sales in our city
went down, and so did taxes collected. In addition, due to new policing reg-
ulations, income from ticket fines evaporated. All of these things have re-
duced the revenue available to our city.  

I own a few properties in Ferguson and I calculated that my share would
not be at all onerous. Again, nobody likes paying new taxes, but this is one
time, I urge all residents to first of all GO OUT AND VOTE on April 5th, then
VOTE YES ON PROPOSITIONS P & E. With these two measures in place,
the Ferguson that we love and know will continue to thrive.

Members of the Ferguson United Committee: from L: Mike Urness and
Sara Holmes (standing), Tom Claffy (sitting), Blake Ashby, Tim Larson,
Sandy Sansevere, Adrian Shropshire, Chairman Rob Chabot, Nicole

Beasley and Treasurer Tom Sansevere.  

As before, I have had the pleasure of working with residents who stepped
up to the plate when our city needed it. Rob Chabot, Chairman of Ferguson
United, and all the Committee members are to be congratulated for taking
on a job that nobody particularly wants: to help residents make the better
choice FOR a slight increase in taxes than for reduced services and assets
for our city. I honor those members doing all that goes into educating our
residents on these Propositions, building a website for this purpose, fund-
raising, distributing flyers, doing mailings, making phone calls, coordinating
activities, talking to residents at various forums: Adrian Shropshire, Bill
Tucker, Blake Ashby, Jeremy Corcoran, Mayor James Knowles, James
Knowles Sr, Marveena Miller, Mike Urness and Nicole Beasley, Paul Morris,
Tom and Sandy Sansevere, Sara Holmes,Tim Larson and Tom Claffy.

Remember, our beloved city is at stake. Vote Yes on P & E or we may well
be saying goodbye to the City of Ferguson.

The author teaches Transcendental Stress Management meditation to
members of the public; and provides these services to the family courts in
St Louis. She conducts Retreats here in Ferguson, across the U.S. and

abroad. She is also a Motivational Speaker and her lectures include corpo-
rate presentations on Wellness. www.BestAgainstStress.com 

314-521-4390

Ferguson Senior
Committee

On February 18, the Ferguson
Senior Committee attended the
Elder Voices on Ferguson at the
Community Center.  This was a
focus group sponsored by Wash-
ington University, UMSL, Mid-East
Area Agency on Aging, St Louis
County Age-Friendly Community,
and  Better Family Life.  This was a
focus group expressing  experi-
ences and collecting ideas about
improving our communities and
senior services.  After the meeting
we all met at Drakes Restaurant on
South Florissant and enjoyed a
lovely meal.

Anyone interested in joining this
group, feel free to call 
314-747-9192.

SATURDAY, APRIL 30th
FERGUSON LIONS CLUB
49 No. Clark, Ferguson

6:00 p.m to 10:00 
(Trivia starts at 7:00 p.m.)

TICKETS ARE $15 PER PERSON
$130 FOR TABLE OF 8

Table Decorating Contest

Get tickets at:
RaeofSunshineFoundationTriviaNight

Hosted by Rae of Sunshine Foundation



Private and
Semi-Private

Rooms 
Available

Calendar of Events In and Around Ferguson
Complete Details of These Events Throughout the Paper

Authors at Corners Frame Shop. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fri., Apr. 1
Ladies Sober Painting – Shepherding Images . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fri., Apr. 1
Adult Easter Egg Hunt – Comm. Ctr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fri., Apr. 1
Volunteer Mediator Course Begins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fri., Apr. 1
Mother of Good Counsel Trivia Night . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., Apr. 2
Clothes Give-Away – Cathedral at the Crossroads . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., Apr. 2
Soroptimist Ladies Night Out – Sacred Heart in Florissant . . . . . . . Sat., Apr. 2
Spaghetti Supper – 1st Presbyterian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., Apr. 2
Flo Valley Kiwanis Trivia – Hazelwood Comm. Ctr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., Apr. 2
Dr. Jimmy Watson Book Signing – Immanuel Church . . . . . . . . . . Mon. Apr. 4
Cricket Camp – Comm. Ctr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mon., Apr. 4
VOTE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tues., Apr. 5
Adult Computer Class – Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tues., Apr. 5
Leaping Legos – Com. Ctr. . . . . . . . . Tuesdays & Thursdays, Apr. 5, 7, 12, 14
Library Amnesty Week . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mon., - Fri., Apr. 11 thru 16
Northwest Chamber Membership Meeting – Orlando’s. . . . . . . Thurs., Apr. 14
Lunch and Yahtzee – Comm. Ctr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thurs., Apr. 14
Community College Tech Fest – Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., Apr. 16
Free Computer Repair – Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., Apr. 16
Indoor Market – St. Stephens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., Apr. 16
Lipka Trivia Night – Comm. Ctr.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., Apr. 16
Adult Softball Begins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sun., Apr. 17
Food Truck – Plaza @ 501 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mon., Apr. 18
Ferguson Council Meeting – City Hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tues., Apr. 19
Isle of Capri Trip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tues., Apr. 19
FLIERS Book Sale – Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thurs., Fri., Sat., Apr. 21, 22, 23
Han & Bean Dinner (4th of July Fundraiser) St. Stephens . . . . . . . Fri., Apr. 22
Where Do We Go From Here  – Worship Center, Bridgeton. . . . . Sat., Apr. 23
Teen Incredible Pizza Trip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., Apr. 23
TEAM Trivia – Scred Heart i Florissant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., Apr. 23
Meet & Greet Council Members – Com. Ctr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., Apr. 23
Sunday Parkways. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sun., Apr. 24
Ferguson Council Meeting – City Hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tues., Apr. 26
Beer and Hymns at the Brewhouse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wed., Apr. 27
“Sound of Music” at the Fox Trip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thurs., Apr. 28
Community Policing Update – Newbit-Newton Park . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., Apr. 30
Sunshine Foundation Trivia – Lions Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., Apr. 30
Huntsvlle / Chattanooga Trip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tue.,- Fri., May 3-6
4th of July Cocktail Reception. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., May 7
5K / 10K Twilight Run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., May 14
Lettercarriers Stamp Out Hungr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sat., May 14
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Stay
In The

Neighborhood
We have been serving North County Residents

with 24-hour nursing care for over 66 years.

Exceptional Service At Reasonable Rates

MEDICARE / MEDICAID CERTIFIED

Oak Knoll Nursing &
Rehabilitation Center

37 N. CLARK – FERGUSON
314-521-7419

Ask Grandma
I don’t think I ever wrote about pets I’ve had dur-
ing my lifetime. Although I don’t mind cats, I
never had one who would greet me at the door
and nestle next to me when it was storming.

The first dog I remember as a child was named
“Teddy” . . . perhaps because he was chow and
looked like a teddy bear. Teddy was not a house
dog but kept in the backyard on a leash at-

tached to his doghouse. Well, Teddy grew to be a
pretty muscular dog and was able to drag that

doghouse around the yard. We lived in a house
alongside a sidewalk that bisected the block that led

to Thomas Jefferson Elementary School. Teddy did not
like the kids invading his territory and I’m sure more than one child walking
to school began to take a different route.

Chows are also very protective of their family. One day my younger sister,
Elaine, who was about 5 years old, was playing with her friend, Bobby, who
lived up the street. Bobby must have approached Elaine and the next thing
we knew Bobby was flat on his back and Teddy was on his chest baring his
teeth. After that, Teddy was hooked to a chain attached to a stake driven in
the ground. I told you he was strong. He soon learned to pull the stake out
of the ground.

One day I took Teddy for a walk to the school playground. I tied him to the
swing set while I tried to swing high enough to loop over the top of the bar
(pretty stupid, I know). A young boy approached Teddy and I yelled at him
not to go near. He did not listen to me and the dog bit him. I thought nothing
of it until that evening when the bitten boy and his parents rang our door-
bell. Yes, I admitted, Teddy bit him. The bite must have been at an unmen-
tionable spot, because I was asked to leave the room. I don’t know what
transpired after than, but I was no longer allowed to walk the dog.

The next dog I remember was just the opposite of Teddy. He was a tiny dog
who thought he was a Great Dane. His name was “Tuffy” because he strut-
ted around the house and was going to let everyone in the neighborhood
know if a stranger knocked on our door.

Tuffy liked to play tug of war with anything he found on the floor. It might be
socks, towels, underwear, etc. He would drag the item around the house
until someone tried to take it away from him. Thus began the fight of a life-
time! My parents entertained a lot and one day a gentleman pulled his
handkerchief out of his pocket (this was before Kleenex, and all men had
white handkerchiefs in their pockets). Quick as a wink, Tuffy was digging
that handkerchief out of his pocket ready to play his favorite game. Pretty
soon, if a man sat down, Tuffy would jump up on the chair and root around
in his pants pockets until he found a handkerchief. Sometimes Tuffy was
the hit of the party.

Later on, when I became an adult we had many dogs and cats, usually
strays of kittens or puppies no one wanted. The dog I remember the most
was named “Woofus”. Funny name for a dog. At first everyone in the family
called the dog something different. He had lived with us for 6 months of so
and had never barked. One day he let out a bark that sounded just like
“Woofus.” From then on, Woofus was his name.

Woofus loved to go to the playground with the kids. They taught him to
jump on the merry-go-round and keep his balance as he went ‘round and
‘round. Then they taught him to climb the ladder to the slide. It took a long
long time for him to enjoy going down the slide, but I think he would do any-
thing to please his family.

Teaching him to climb the slide ladder turned out not to be such a great
idea because he could then climb the backyard fence. Needless to say
Woofus roamed the neighborhood whenever he wished.

Somehow we adopted a cat. The cat would sit on the back of the sofa and
jump to the back of a high backed chair. Woofus watched that for a week or
so and then he tried to perform that stunt. Did I mention that Woofus was
not a small dog? He was medium sized with long black hair. Jumping from
the back of the couch to the back of the chair resulted in tumbling to the
floor. I don’t know how many times he tried that stunt but it never worked,
so he finally gave up.

The house we lived in had wide windowsills (about 8”). The cat liked to lay
on the windowsill and Woofus found that he too could enjoy curling up and
watching the street and sidewalk. Long after the cat was gone, Woofus en-
joyed his windowsill perch.

One hot summer day I took Woofus up to Rose the Groomer to get rid of
some of his hair. When I picked him up she had shaved him like a poodle. I
laughed when I saw him and he didn’t like that. When my husband pulled in
the driveway that evening Woofus went out to greet him as usual. “Hello
doggy, are you new in the neighborhood?” Bud asked. By the time he came
in the back gate, he knew that the strange looking dog was his old buddy. I
had to warn the kids as they came home not to laugh at Woofus. He took to
hiding under the back porch until his hair grew out.

When we had to put Woofus asleep, both Bud and I cried. I vowed I would
never have another dog and I have kept my promise.



KENNEDY

“Don’t Scrap It, Sharpen It”
Carter’s Superior
Sharpening Service

(314) 591-7902
Lawn Mower Blades, Chain

Saws, Carbide and Steel
Blades, Drills, Knives, 

Scissors and Hand Saws

Nu Way
Heating,

Air Conditioning,
& Generators

Jeff Westermann

314.521.1144
For all your Generator needs!

Licensed, Bonded 
and Insured

OPEN MAIN
SEWER AND
DRAINS

Prices starting at
$55.00

Free Estimates on
Plumbing Repairs

Office 521-5590       Cell 346-0153

Ferguson
License
Office

728 South Florissant 

Rules for obtaining
Drivers License:

• U.S. Birth Certificate 
(certified with embossed, 
stamped or raised seal –
not hospital certificates)           

• Social Security Number
• Proof of Missouri 

residence
Note: There are some

exceptions. 
Visit www.dor.mo.gov

Mon. – Fri. 
9am-5pm

Saturday 8am-noon
(314) 521-2360

ALL THINGS
CONSTRUCTED

The local concrete &
stone specialist
• Stamped and Colored 

Concrete
• Design & Building
• Innovative Walls

• Stone and Block Patios
• Heavy Hauling & 

Excavating

Licensed and Insured
314-438-9739

License
Plates

Driver’s
LicenseDriver’s

License

Interior
Plaster, Patch

and Crack Repair
Specialist
Free Estimates

20 years experience
Call Larry

(314) 521-5257 or
(314) 412-0048

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICE
Repairing & Remodeling Specialists

• Carpentry • Plumbing • Electrical • Painting • Roofing • Siding • Ceramic Tile 
• Windows • Doors • Decks • Tuckpointing • Concrete • Gutters • Wood Flooring

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements • Leafproof Gutter Protection
Serving all of North County – SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Established in 1977
rrs TM

Big or Small We do it All!              Licensed & Insured
MARK & JOE Phone 868-4122

RUFFINO Cell 740-2176

Charles A. James
A t t o r n e y  a t  L a w

Clients may meet in Ferguson
by appointment

3 1 4 • 5 2 1 - 1 8 8 8
cajesq@mac.com

• Wills • Trusts • Power of Attorney 
• Estate Planning • Corporations 
• Taxes • Partnerships
• General Business • Limited Liability Companies
• Contracts • Real Estate • Traffic

DRIVERS NEEDED
North County Meals on Wheels urgently needs drivers.

If you can spare a couple hours 
a week, please call 953-6800

Mileage is reimbursable. 

Your help can make a difference in
someone’s life.

11 Cardigan Drive
314.524.4513

www.CrinnionLaw.com

Wills, trusts, estate planning,
power of attorney, 

real estate, contracts, 
business, family law, traffic

Kathy McCourt
Ferguson, Missouri 

Phone:
314-524-3437

www.kathymccourt.mygc.com

A+ rating BBB

Want a fresh look?

TLC Construction and
Remodeling, LLC

No job too BIG, no job too small

314-265-7145

GUTTERS
New Gutters Installed

also . . .
• Repair loose hanging gutters
• Replace rotted boards behind

gutters
* Install Leaf Guards (to remedy

clogged gutters)
We can save you money!

LM Contracting Services
314.327.3981

Feel More Secure,
Call a Locksmith.

Jim Alexander
314.550/0517

• Broken off key  • Sticky locks 
• Loose locks
• Change your locks 

(just moved in?)
• Re-key your locks

(cheaper than lock change)
• Check all your locks

(to be sure they are secure)

$10 OFF Regular Eye Exam
$25 OFF Transition Lenses

7025 Howdershell Hazelwood, MO
731-1117

1 So. Florissant Rd., Ferguson, MO
522-8484

803 So. Florissant Rd. 

Robinwood Spring Savings!
$10 Off on $100 Repairs or Service
$20 Off on $200 Repairs or Service
$30 Off on $300 Repairs or Service

Expires 4-30-16 – not valid with other offers or discounts.

8632 WABASH AVE.* ST. LOUIS, MO 63134 * 521-0936
JERRY KENNEDY, PRESIDENT

FENCE

MEALS
ON

WHEELS

524-3440   
www.robinwoodauto.com

Proud Past, Promising Future
Serving your real estate needs since 1959

POPE REALTORS
#2 South Florissant Road, Ferguson
Contact: Judy Pappert <pappert1992@sbcglobal.net>
Dave Pope <davehpope@gmail.com>          

INC 314-521-6666
636-537-1130

Sanders Tree
Service

Trees Trimmed,
Removed and
Stumpgrinding

Call Jim:
524-8154
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